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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
November 15 & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening's public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening's meeting,
or mail it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O, Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may also Email comments to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.lH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 5, 201 1, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
November 15 & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening’s public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening’s meeting,
or mail it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may also Email comments to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.IH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 5, 2011, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC S@lNG MEETING COMMENT FORM

Novembe & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening's public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening’s meeting,
or maif it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may alse Email comments to; HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.IH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 5, 2011, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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Central Houston, Inc. - 909 Fannin, Suite 1650 - Houston, Texas 77010
713.650.1470 TEL - centralhouston.org - houstondowntown.com

e%?@'ﬁ‘fﬂ
" DEC 0 6 2011
%
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December 5, 2011

Pat Henry, P.E. 1l
Director of Project Development

,"‘QH 4

4/ SN
$ l “\\ \', [ g
Texas Department of Transportatidl %Ms ‘ RM\O OPERA'”ONS RO
P.O. Box 1386 TON MAIL OPE =0 0

Houston, TX 77251
RE: North Houston Highway Improvement Project
Dear Mr. Henry:

Central Houston, Inc. (CHI) would like to thank you for this opportunity to comment on the general
public scoping meetings held on November 15 and 17, 2011 for initial presentation of the North
Houston Highway Improvement Project (NHHIP), including development of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

CHl is a 501 (c)(6) business league created in April 1983, and currently comprised of 116
corporate members with a 50-member Board of Directors and an 18-member Executive
Committee. The mission of CHI is to lead and assist the community in achieving the highest
quality, sustainable revitalization of downtown and the center city. CHI is a staff leasing enterprise
and / or office space provider for the Houston Downtown Management District (HDMD), the
Downtown Redevelopment Authority (DRA) who administers the Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone No. 3 (TIRZ 3), and two affiliate 501 (c)(3) non-profit arganizations, the Houston Downtown
Alliance (HDA) and Central Houston Civic Improvement (CHCI).

The IH 45 corridor north and south of downtown is a critical link in the commute sheds of
Houston’s metropolitan core. Based on 2009 data provided by the Houston-Galveston Area
Council (H-GAC), the total number of jobs along the IH 45 corridor — including downtown as the
most concentrated employment center — is approximately 652,000, making IH 45 one of the top
priority commute corridors in the region and state.

Given the critical nature of the highways and local streets that are likely to be impacted by the
NHHIP, CHI offers our support of the development of this project’s DEIS. From the outset, we
raise a number of concerns which include the following:
e Access to and from downtown Houston with over 140,000 jobs and over 4,000 residents;
« Commuter access for 1,400,000 jobs and 1,100,000 residents in the IH 45, US 59, and US
288 corridors (2009 U.S. Census data), relative to this project’s scoping area;
e Multi-modal connectivity for the existing and proposed downtown and inner-city
neighborhoods, parks, retail, and commercial developments;
Connectivity to the downtown convention district, to and from both airports;
Safety to, from and around downtown on highways, ramps, interchanges and local streets.

Finally and with this comment letter, Central Houston, Inc. supports the request of the Houston
Downtown Management District to serve in the status of Participating Agency for this project.

Robert'M. Eury, President

Cc: Chip Carlisle, Chairman, Central Houston Incorporated, Board of Directors
Cc: Don Henderson, President, Houston Downtown Management District, Board of Directors
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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
November I5 & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening’s public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening’s meeting,
or mail it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may also Email comments to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.lH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 5, 2011, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
November I5 & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening’s public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening’s meeting,
or mail it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may also Email comments to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.lH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 5, 201 I, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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NORTH HOUSTON
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
November 15 & 17, 2011

Thank you for attending this evening’s public scoping meeting. If you would like to provide written comments on the project
you may use this form (feel free to include additional sheets of paper if necessary). You may also draw on the map provided
and complete the survey on the back of this page. Please submit this information in the comment box at this evening’s meeting,
or mail it to: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251.
You may also Email comments to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov, or go to the project website: www.lH45northandmore.com
and click on “Comment/Contact Us” tab. For your comments to be included as part of the official record for this
meeting, please email by December 3, 2011, or if mailing, have postmarked by this date.
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12/05/2011
Linda Eilar,

The I-45 expansion is too little for too much, in every way. The miniscule speed
increases anticipated absolutely do not justify the cost and negative impact of the project.
It will lay waste to as broad a swath as the I-10 expansion did, closing numerous small
businesses and creating an enormous eyesore. Taking (the casually thrown around term)
ROW from tax paying citizens “for the greater good” just doesn’t wash.

If expansion is in fact desirable then everything possible should be done to leave
bordering neighborhoods intact.

This can be facilitated by judiciously utilizing double-decker freeways and tunnels.

Some down sides of the 1-45 Expansion are as follows:

-Ruined neighborhoods; The plan necessitates the decimation of cohesive neighborhoods
through the ruthless acquisition of what is casually referred to as ROW but which
consists of numerous lives forever changed by unwanted and ruinously expensive
relocation forced for the advancement of the affluent developers and edge city citizens.

-More traffic congestion. The current plan will hopelessly snarl traffic in neighborhoods
surrounding I-45 until the year 2025 and beyond, thus protracting the length of many
thousands of commutes daily for the next 14+ years. Inner city citizens have already
been significantly inconvenienced by the I-10 project, the I-10 feeder lane construction
and the north rail line, resulting in doubled commute time to virtually every destination.

-They do not pay taxes here. The citizens who will benefit from the egregious theft and
destruction of private properties in some of the oldest and most homogenous
neighborhoods remaining in the city, do not pay taxes here. They benefit from
“improvements” wrought from the suffering of long-time residents, many of whom are
minority citizens and often on low and fixed incomes.

-Minority free neighborhoods; The people who will benefit, by being able to travel to
work or home at an additional one to three miles per hour to their sprawling, prestige,
minority free, neighborhoods far from city issues endured by the long time residents.

-It is not Green; The project facilitates conspicuous fuel consumption.

-Urban sprawl; By widening and increasing the highways and groundcover it invites the
urban sprawl which enriches the private developers and is such an enormous blight on
our city. Moving vehicles at an astounding 1 to 3 miles more per hour will in fact not
make anyone’s life better. No model yet presented has demonstrated the unachievable
target 10 miles per hour could be attained.

-Run-off; Increasing groundcover increases run-off and drainage issues.

-Noise and atmospheric pollution; Increased traffic results in greater noise and
atmospheric pollution.

M1l1
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I had planned to attend the discussion on the expansion of the highwa
at Jeff Davis H.S. but due to another meeting I could not skip, it was not

possible to carry out my plans.

Director of Project Development:

Many years ago | attended meeting on the expansion of the freeway so this
problem is not new. At that time some, not very brilliant proponent of
enriching the highway builders, suggested to run 1-45 south through Houston
Avenue.

Where are the vehicles to park when they reach downtown ?

Traffic downtown is a horrible mess since the train route was set up: getting
more vehicles downtown will make things worse.

Traffic and parking downtown is so bad that I do not go to that part of town
unless it’s an absolute necessity.

Why aren’t companies encouraged to build outside the city ?

While in Treasure Isle in the San Francisco Bay waiting for my discharge
from the USMC the roar of the traffic the Bay Bridge was enough to cause
the people on the Isle from getting a good night’s sleep. I never thought I
would run into the same problem in Houston.

How many of the folks making plans to expand the freeways live close to
these noisemakers ?

I live about 5 blocks south of the North Loop. At times working in the
backyard calls for wearing ear plugs.

In five years there will be a call to build more roads. Will the citizens have
to move out of the city to make way for the roads ?

The Hardy Road came through a neighborhood where most of the citizens

are poor people. Since these folks do not complain, they get pushed around.
Children have no place to walk to school: the traffic is a constant menace to
pets which wander out of the yards. Twenty four hours a day folks speed by

M12-1



on the way to or from town. The local residents ? Who cares ? Most are
black or Latino, so they don’t count.

Try to widen Kirby where it runs into downtown and see what an uproar you
will have.

Most of the existing roads are in bad shape. If the powers cannot maintain
them in good shape, what will happen if more freeways are built?

In my opinion, destroying neighborhood for cars will increase the noise, the
smog, the number of citizens injured, and will soon lead to the call for the
need to build more freeways.

It would seem that having citizens adjust to the roads is a better plan than
paving everything in sight.

Perhaps you should drive in the neighborhoods where the streets are torn up,
lanes changed almost daily, streets closed, noise and dust seems to come into
the residences through any tiny crack.

A good plan would be to have any person involved in building more
concrete roadways live next to a noisy, dangerous freeway. Perhaps that will
diminish their zest for building more roads.

A tax paying citizen, who served his country in the Army and Marines.

Frank Morales /E s ol oA Coe
303 Fairbanks

Houston, TX
77009 //4 3 Fo
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