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Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Participating Agencies Meeting



Thursday, April 23, 2015
Aldine Ninth Grade School



Tuesday, April 28, 2015
Houston Community College



Thursday, April 30, 2015
Jefferson Davis High School


	NHHIP Pub Mtg 4 Summ Rpt - Sect 1
	 Houston Chronicle, March 24, 2015, and April 13, 2015
	 Online posting of Houston Chronicle Legal Advertisement, March 24, 2015, and  April 13, 2015
	 La Voz, March 25, 2015, and April 19, 2015
	 Defender, March 26, 2015, and April 16, 2015
	 TxDOT Houston District Twitter postings, April 23, 2015 – May 1, 2015
	 TxDOT Houston District Facebook post, April 28, 2015
	 TxDOT Houston District mailed letters to elected officials on March 20, 2015. The list of federal, state, and local elected officials is included in Appendix A.
	 Postcards were mailed on April 2, 2015 to 4,922 adjacent property owners, local businesses, city, state, and federal officials, homeowner associations, and local organizations and institutions. The English/Spanish notice included the meeting time, l...
	 Houston Business Journal “15 Houston road projects needed to improve state’s economy,” April 17, 2015
	 Houston Public Media “TxDOT releases plans on major redesign of I-45 in downtown Houston,” April 22, 2015
	 Click2Houston “TxDOT to host public meeting on revamping North Freeway,” April 22, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle “I-45 would move, sink and shift from Pierce Elevated in TxDOT plan,” April 22, 2015
	 Dallas Morning News “$6 billion highway plan has Houston’s I-45 congestion in cross hairs,” April 23, 2015
	 ABC13 Houston “Final proposal would change look of north freeway,” April 23, 2015
	 Swamplot “The 5 wackiest images from TxDOT’s plans to reroute I-45 and abandon the Pierce Elevated,” April 23, 2015
	 Click2Houston “I-45 major overhaul plan unveiled,” April 24, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | Gray Matters “Imagine the Pierce Elevated as a park,” April 26, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | The Highwayman “I-45 mega-project meetings move to Midtown Tuesday,” April 28, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | Editorial “Pierce-redux,” April 28, 2015
	 Northeast News “TxDOT plans massive changes to I-45,” April 28, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | Gray Matters “What would it take to turn Pierce Elevated into Pierce Skypark?” April 29, 2015
	 Houston Public Media “TxDOT shares plans to remake I-45, tear down Pierce Elevated in downtown Houston,” April 29, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle “TxDOT releases 3D video of I-45/North Houston Highway improvement plan,” April 30, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | The Highwayman “Final I-45 meeting Thursday, but years of work ahead,” April 30, 2015
	 Purple City “Making things worse,” April 30, 2015
	 Houston Business Journal “Houston real estate heavyweights all for downtown highway transformation,” April 30, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle “Massive I-45 project would remove Pierce Elevated, add lanes,” May 1, 2015
	 Swamplot, “Wacky TxDOT I-45 Redo Renderings Now Available in Mind-Boggling Video Format,” May 1, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | Gray Matters “Tear down the Pierce Elevated. Make it Pierce Promenade,” May 3, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | Opportunity Urbanist “Thoughts on TxDOT’s ambitious new plan for I45N,” May 3, 2015
	 Houston Matters | News 88.7 broadcast, May 4, 2015
	 Houston Chronicle | The Highwayman “Meetings over, but discussion of I-45 project continues,” May 4, 2015
	 Rice | Kinder Institute for Urban Research “Pierce Elevated May Go Back to the Future,” May 4, 2015
	 Houston Matters “TxDOT floats ideas for rerouting I-45 through downtown Houston,” May 4, 2015
	 Citylab “Houston’s Urban Interstate Debate: Transform, or Tear Down?” May 7, 2015
	 OffCite “Ten major changes in the plans to expand I-45 you might not know about,” May 30, 2015
	 ABC13 Houston “Plans for major facelift of I-45 near downtown Houston,” June 2, 2015
	 Gail Delaughter, Houston Public Media, Twitter postings, April 22, 2015 – May 4, 2015
	 Dug Begley, Houston Chronicle, Twitter postings, April 22, 2015 – April 30, 2015
	 Houston Matters, Twitter post, April 23, 2015
	 American Institute of Architects (AIA) Houston Newsletter, May 15, 2015
	 Thank You For Your Support and How to Comment
	 Purpose of the 4th Public Meeting
	 Project Team
	 North-Hardy Corridor Studies History
	 What is an EIS?
	 Alternatives Screening Process
	 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process and Timeline
	 Environmental Constraints Map from Beltway 8 to Crosstimbers Street
	 Environmental Constraints Map from Crosstimbers Street to South of Downtown
	 Evaluation Criteria: Segments 1, 2, and 3
	 The Section 106 Process
	 Proposed Recommended Alternative Conceptual Roadway Layouts and Typical Sections (for Segments 1, 2, and 3)
	 3D Visualization Video
	 85 comment forms received at the public meeting
	 15 written comments mailed to TxDOT
	 141 emails submitted to TxDOT
	 263 comments submitted on the project website

	02_NHHIP Pub Mtg 4 Summ Rpt - Sect 2
	 Stay within the existing I-45 right-of-way between Quitman Street and Cavalcade Street, except at intersections where turn lanes may be needed.
	 Minimize adverse effects on quality of life issues of the residents and neighborhoods in the project area.
	 Study Hardy Toll Road as an alternative route for additional lanes.
	 Evaluate the use of tunnels as an alternative in areas of constrained right-of-way.
	 Costs associated with integrating the existing METRO rail lines with the project should be borne by the highway project
	o Response:  The proposed recommended alternative presented at Public Meeting 4 would not directly impact existing or proposed METRO rail lines. TxDOT will work with METRO to address any indirect impacts identified by METRO.
	 Compare cost of this project with transit development, walking, complete streets, smart growth, and biking
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project. Other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies and are currently being implemented by others. In addition to providing capacity and mobility enh...
	 Compare cost of impacts of congestion and miles traveled to subsidized single occupancy vehicle travel
	o Response:  In the downtown area of Houston, the proposed recommended alternative would increase travel speeds by over 20 miles per hour (mph) on the highway. This increase in travel speed would reduce travel time for the average traveler and reduce ...
	 2003 North-Hardy Corridor Alternatives Analysis Report:  Examined transit and highway alternatives; recommended that transit alternatives be examined prior to detailed evaluation of highway alternatives.
	 2004 North-Hardy Corridor Planning Studies, Alternatives Analysis Report (Transit Component):  Findings used to develop a regional Transit System Plan that combines an aggressive bus service program with Advanced High Capacity Transit (light rail). ...
	 2005 North-Hardy Planning Studies, Alternatives Analysis Report (Highway Component):  The Recommended Highway Alternative from downtown Houston to Beltway 8 North was to add four managed lanes to the I-45/Hardy Toll Road corridor.
	 Project should incorporate rail, or retain an easement for a future rail line
	o Response:  TxDOT has coordinated with METRO throughout this planning process and will continue to do so as the detailed design phase progresses. METRO will provide TxDOT with the layouts of the locations of future rail line(s) to be considered in th...
	 Project should provide an opportunity to expand METRO’s park-and-ride
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project. Other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies, with the involvement of METRO. TxDOT will consider future locations of METRO’s facilities during...
	 How will project impact METRO’s new bus routes
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project and other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies, with the involvement of METRO. TxDOT will consider METRO’s bus routes during the detailed des...
	 Concern about traffic going through the Germantown and Woodland Heights neighborhoods
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated design changes that will minimize cut-through traffic in these neighborhoods. See Response 39 for information about the design modifications being evaluated.
	 Concern about congestion in downtown Houston during special events
	o Response:  TxDOT is working closely with the City of Houston, Houston Downtown Management District (HDMD), Houston First, and the professional sports teams to ensure that the NHHIP improvements provide equal or better access to/from downtown for spe...
	 To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and environmental effects, including social and economic effects, on minority populations and low-income populations.
	 To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the transportation decision-making process.
	 To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by minority and low-income populations.
	 Concern about impacts to the George R. Brown Convention Center
	o Response:  TxDOT is coordinating with representatives of the convention center to identify and evaluate measures to minimize impacts to the operation of the facility.
	 Concern about impacts to Northline Commons shopping area
	o Response:  TxDOT has revised the design to minimize impacts to the Northline Commons shopping area.
	 Concern about impacts to Hardy Yards development
	o Response:  The proposed recommended alternative would have no direct impacts to this planned development.
	 Construct noise barriers prior to roadway construction
	o Response:  A noise analysis will be performed for the project. Noise barriers will be considered for qualifying areas. The timing of noise barrier construction (prior to or during roadway construction) would be at the discretion of the contractor.
	 Reduce noise levels with landscaping
	o Response:  Project funding will include allowances for landscaping.
	 Connectivity between the I-45 MaX lanes, I-45 general-purpose lanes, and I-610
	o Response:  Access points between the I-45 MaX lanes and the I-45 general-purpose lanes will be provided to allow adequate distance to perform necessary lane changes. Specifically, access points from the MaX lanes and general-purpose lanes will be lo...
	 Proposed I-10 express lanes reduce from two lanes in each direction to one lane in each direction
	o Response:  TxDOT is revising the proposed I-10 express lanes to show the proposed structure of the I-10 express lanes as three lanes in each direction until it would connect to the existing infrastructure near Houston Avenue. The third lane on the I...
	 Provide connectivity between MaX lanes from the freeway systems
	o Response:  Connectivity between systems on the MaX lanes is planned to be provided by:  exit the MaX lanes to enter the general-purpose lanes, change freeway systems via the direct connector, and then enter the MaX lanes again.
	 Concern about parallel freeways and “rubbernecking” – need a barrier between freeways
	o Response:  This is a common issue with urban freeways versus the rural freeways that have more separation between the opposing lanes. This is a situation that exists today for almost all freeways in Houston. TxDOT is evaluating using glare screens (...
	 Greenspace caps over highways would impact the skyline view for drivers driving into downtown Houston
	o Response:  Greenspace caps over highways would only be located over a limited length of the roadway. The length of these sections is typically constrained by roadways beginning to elevate from below ground level to a higher elevation section, either...
	 Coordinate with City of Houston Parks Department to create a covered greenspace cap (Segment 2 and Segment 3). Greenspace cap improvements should include connections to East Downtown, Midtown, and Buffalo Bayou.
	 Is there federal money available for building more parks? Use carbon credits or sell right-of-way on TxDOT land.
	o Response:  The federal money TxDOT receives for projects is for transportation projects only and cannot be used to build parks. Coordination with the City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department will be addressed in the future if required by the ...
	 Preserve existing hike and bike facilities, especially along the bayous
	o Response:  TxDOT is committed to preserving existing hike and bike facilities as much as possible. In the instance of any modifications to existing facilities, TxDOT will work with the City of Houston, Houston Parks Board, and other necessary agenci...
	 Connect to and consider planned hike and bike facilities, especially along the bayous
	o Response:  TxDOT is committed to preserving future planned hike and bike facilities as much as possible. In the instance of any modifications to planned facilities, TxDOT will work with the City of Houston, Houston Parks Board, and other necessary a...
	 Add a greenspace section or “capped” section to the sections of US 59/I-69 between SH 288 and I-45 and between Spur 527 and SH 288
	o Response:  Additional “capped” sections are not being considered by TxDOT at this time.
	 The landscape and visual aesthetic qualities of a transportation corridor are an environmental characteristic that, by law, must be considered in the design process and, where possible, enhanced
	 Landscape disturbed by construction of a highway must be reestablished for environmental and aesthetic reasons. The re-vegetation process is to be accomplished with appropriate native and adapted species.
	 To the extent possible, plants used for re-vegetation of rights-of-way should be low water use (xeric) plant materials
	 Where a transportation project must disturb an environmentally sensitive landscape, wetland, historic site, established residential neighborhood, or scenic landscape, appropriate actions must be conducted to mitigate for adverse visual and environme...
	 TxDOT recognizes the need for developing highways with acceptable visual quality and has developed several proactive programs that encourage and assist the development of such transportation corridors. These include the Transportation Enhancements P...
	 TxDOT recognizes the opportunity to implement “signature” bridges to signify and distinguish various neighborhoods and districts within the study corridor, while improving the visual qualities of the project. The design of bridges would be conducted...
	 Preserve existing or proposed hike and bike trails along White Oak Bayou; add trail along White Oak Bayou
	o Response:  It is expected that the proposed project would bridge White Oak Bayou. The project design will consider existing and proposed hike and bike trails along the bayous and other locations in the project area. There may be temporary impacts to...
	 Include a shared use path, not a shared motor vehicle and bicycle lane on the frontage roads
	o Response:  Comment noted. TxDOT will evaluate this during detailed design.
	 Provide crossings for cyclists and pedestrians to connect to Buffalo Bayou
	o Response:  Comment noted. TxDOT will evaluate accommodating connections along Buffalo Bayou during detailed design.
	 Ensure that surface street bridges accommodate space for pedestrians and bicycles
	o Response:  The addition of bike lanes/bike facilities to local streets would be addressed in conjunction with the City of Houston.
	 Cyclists cannot share a road over long bridges with vehicles
	o Response:  The addition of bike lanes/bike facilities to local streets would be addressed in conjunction with the City of Houston. Cyclists would be able to determine alternate routes to accommodate their needs. See Response 39 for descriptions of m...
	 Accessibility to trails during construction (also under Response 32)
	o Response:  There may be temporary impacts to some trails during construction; impacts would be minimized as much as possible.
	 Add sidewalks and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ramps
	o Response:  TxDOT will include sidewalks along the frontage roads as part of this project, and all intersections will be designed to be ADA compliant, per federal requirements.
	 Add pedestrian and bicycle improvements across US 59/I-69/I-45 as per the East Downtown Management District Livable Center Study
	o Response:  TxDOT will include sidewalks along the frontage roads as part of this project, and all intersections will be designed to be ADA compliant per federal requirements.
	 Isolation of Midtown from Hermann Park, museum area, and medical center
	o Response:  TxDOT made efforts to maintain the same level of access as existing conditions, to the extent possible. As the design process continues and public comments are addressed in the design of the proposed recommended alternative, it is expecte...
	 The Near Northside neighborhood has invested funding over the past several years to reconnect with the central business area of Houston. The elevated portion on Segment 3 over the light rail tracks would create a barrier for the Near Northside.
	o Response:  I-10 in the area between North Main Street and Walnut Street is currently elevated. The proposed recommended alternative provides generally the same local street connectivity and would accommodate the City of Houston’s plan for connecting...
	 The double freeway (US 59/I-69 and I-45) on the east side of downtown will segregate areas to the east
	o Response:  Currently, the freeway in this section is elevated. The proposed recommended alternative would include I-45 and US 59/I-69 as depressed in this section, allowing for the addition of greenspace above portions of the roadways. TxDOT has wor...
	 Provide information and notice of public meetings to residents that may live beyond the project area but work within the project area. Need to consider the commuters.
	o Response:  Notification of the public meetings includes many outreach methods, including:
	o TxDOT provides project information during the study in many ways:
	 Duration of construction
	o Response:  Construction is anticipated to last between 5 and 10 years.
	 Temporary construction impacts to transit, businesses, and residents
	o Response:  The project would be designed to minimize temporary impacts to transit, businesses, residents, and others.
	 The existing northbound exit ramp south of Cavalcade Street has been eliminated
	o Response:  TxDOT originally proposed to remove the northbound exit ramp south of Cavalcade Street and replace it with a northbound entrance ramp slightly south of the existing exit ramp location. However, TxDOT has subsequently reversed that decisio...
	 The existing southbound exit ramp at Cavalcade Street has been relocated to north of Link Road, which is a two-lane local street
	o Response:  TxDOT has redesigned the southbound Cavalcade Street exit ramp to be elevated adjacent to the I-45 general-purpose lanes and will now pass over Link Road. The ramp will merge with the southbound frontage road south of Link Road.
	 The existing I-610 eastbound exit to Irvington Boulevard has been relocated to Fulton Street, west of Irvington Boulevard
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various design modifications to shift the location of the proposed eastbound exit ramp at Fulton Street. However, the configuration of the northbound I-45 direct connector to eastbound I-610 would not allow for the eas...
	 The existing I-45 northbound entrance ramp from Quitman Street has been eliminated
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various design options to incorporate the northbound Quitman Street entrance ramp. The design that was determined feasible includes a collector-distributor (C-D) system located adjacent to the northbound general-purpos...
	 Access to SH 288 from the downtown area has been reduced from existing conditions
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the proposed design to provide access to the SH 288 general-purpose lanes and HOV lanes from Chenevert Street. TxDOT has also evaluated design modifications to the Chenevert Street ramps, which would improve local acces...
	 There appears to be less access from US 59/I-69 southbound to Midtown
	o Response:  TxDOT is proposing to depress US 59/I-69 in this area and maximize the number of local cross streets that would remain open. Due to the depressed section of freeway, the number of ramps provided is limited because of the changes in roadwa...
	 Do not close the Hamilton Street exit ramp from US 59/I-69 southbound
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the design to maintain the southbound US 59/I-69 exit to Hamilton Street and the entrance ramp to US 59/I-69 northbound at Chenevert Street. Reconfiguring these access points would allow Hamilton Street traffic to use t...
	 Some of the I-45/I-610 interchange direct connectors reduce from two lanes to one lane, which seems insufficient
	o Response:  The direct connectors were designed to provide adequate capacity based on future traffic volumes.
	 Maintain two-way traffic on North Main Street until the intersection with Houston Avenue
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various options to maintain two-way traffic while improving the safety of the southbound I-45 entrance ramp interaction with Houston Avenue. The proposed design would include modifications to maintain two-way traffic o...
	 Remove or keep the North Street Bridge
	o Response:  The design team is considering removing the North Street bridge to accommodate proposed roadway profiles to clear the floodplain in the vicinity of the Little White Oak Bayou crossing.
	 Extend Melbourne Street to northbound I-45 frontage road
	o Response:  The design team will consider connecting Melbourne Street to the proposed northbound I-45 frontage road.
	 Maintain connectivity of West Dallas Street under the Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating potential design revisions in this area to allow for the Dallas Street connectivity to downtown.
	 Northside access
	o Response:  TxDOT will evaluate the opportunity to provide for a grade-separated future connection of San Jacinto Street to Fulton Street, which is a future proposed project by the City of Houston. Crossings will be at North Main Street and at Elysia...
	 Maintain connectivity of Polk Street over the depressed freeways
	o Response:  TxDOT has worked closely with the City of Houston, HDMD, and EaDo to optimize the streets that would remain open. TxDOT will continue to evaluate keeping Polk Street open, since there are design constraints related to the need to elevate ...
	 Maintain connectivity of Runnels Street
	o Response:  TxDOT evaluated maintaining the connectivity of Runnels Street, but due to the various elevations of the I-45 and US 59/I-69 travel lanes and the various direct connectors, the structure would have been required to span the freeway sectio...
	 Maintain existing local street connectivity across US 59/I-69 between SH 288 and Spur 527 (Austin Street, Caroline Street, Eagle Street, etc.)
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating this section of the roadway to improve circulation and mobility. TxDOT will also investigate the possibility of connecting as many roadways as possible in this section of US 59/I-69.
	 Maintain Holman Street connectivity over highways
	o Response:  TxDOT has worked closely with the City of Houston, HDMD, and EaDo to optimize the streets that would remain open. TxDOT has evaluated keeping Holman Street open, but due to the need to elevate SH 288 out of the depressed section in this a...
	 Maintain existing local street grid in Third Ward (Caroline Street, Cleburne Street, etc.)
	o Response:  TxDOT will consider revisions in this area to improve the street grid in the Third Ward.
	 Do not close Hamilton Street between Texas Street and Ruiz Street
	o Response:  The current design for Hamilton Street does not include a Hamilton Street closure from Texas Street to Ruiz Street. The existing Hamilton Street is planned to remain open.
	 Add an interchange between the I-45 MaX lanes and I-610
	o Response:  Direct access from the I-45 MaX lanes to the I-610 direct connectors will be provided. See Response 11.
	 Adjust the radius of the I-45 north to I-610 east director connector to minimize residential impacts
	o Response:  The connector was designed to meet the minimum design criteria; TxDOT will evaluate potential adjustments to the design, if feasible.
	 Connect to the planned future reconfiguration of the I-45 northbound connections to US 59/I-69 northbound and southbound
	o Response:  TxDOT will design the connections to align with the proposed future improvements.
	 Provide a connection from westbound I-10 to the southbound Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the design to include an additional direct connector from westbound I-10 to the Downtown Connector over White Oak Bayou.
	 Provide a connection from I-45 northbound to the southbound Downtown Connector
	o Response:  Connectivity from I-45 northbound to the west side of downtown will be provided via US 59/I-69 northbound to I-10 westbound. Alternately, access via the local street network will be provided via the St. Joseph Street/Pease Street exit fro...
	 Improve access to and from the west side of downtown (i.e., add access from Allen Parkway and Memorial Drive) via the freeway network and the Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT, in coordination with the City of Houston and the HDMD, will continue to evaluate modifications to the Downtown Connector to enhance connectivity and mobility. Modifications may include access outbound (I-10E, I-10W, and I-45N) on t...
	 US 59/I-69 at I-45 interchange, there is a narrowing of the trenched section with a curve for the northbound travel lanes
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating straightening out the alignment of the US 59/I-69 general-purpose lanes, while providing a continuous northbound frontage road using the existing St. Emanuel Street.
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	02_NHHIP Pub Mtg 4 Summ Rpt - Sect 2 Reformatted_rev
	 Stay within the existing I-45 right-of-way between Quitman Street and Cavalcade Street, except at intersections where turn lanes may be needed.
	 Minimize adverse effects on quality of life issues of the residents and neighborhoods in the project area.
	 Study Hardy Toll Road as an alternative route for additional lanes.
	 Evaluate the use of tunnels as an alternative in areas of constrained right-of-way.
	 Costs associated with integrating the existing METRO rail lines with the project should be borne by the highway project
	o Response:  The proposed recommended alternative presented at Public Meeting 4 would not directly impact existing or proposed METRO rail lines. TxDOT will work with METRO to address any indirect impacts identified by METRO.
	 Compare cost of this project with transit development, walking, complete streets, smart growth, and biking
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project. Other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies and are currently being implemented by others. In addition to providing capacity and mobility enh...
	 Compare cost of impacts of congestion and miles traveled to subsidized single occupancy vehicle travel
	o Response:  In the downtown area of Houston, the proposed recommended alternative would increase travel speeds by over 20 miles per hour (mph) on the highway. This increase in travel speed would reduce travel time for the average traveler and reduce ...
	 2003 North-Hardy Corridor Alternatives Analysis Report:  Examined transit and highway alternatives; recommended that transit alternatives be examined prior to detailed evaluation of highway alternatives.
	 2004 North-Hardy Corridor Planning Studies, Alternatives Analysis Report (Transit Component):  Findings used to develop a regional Transit System Plan that combines an aggressive bus service program with Advanced High Capacity Transit (light rail). ...
	 2005 North-Hardy Planning Studies, Alternatives Analysis Report (Highway Component):  The Recommended Highway Alternative from downtown Houston to Beltway 8 North was to add four managed lanes to the I-45/Hardy Toll Road corridor.
	 Project should incorporate rail, or retain an easement for a future rail line
	o Response:  TxDOT has coordinated with METRO throughout this planning process and will continue to do so as the detailed design phase progresses. METRO will provide TxDOT with the layouts of the locations of future rail line(s) to be considered in th...
	 Project should provide an opportunity to expand METRO’s park-and-ride
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project. Other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies, with the involvement of METRO. TxDOT will consider future locations of METRO’s facilities during...
	 How will project impact METRO’s new bus routes
	o Response:  As noted in Response 1, this project is a highway improvement project and other modes of transportation have been evaluated in previous studies, with the involvement of METRO. TxDOT will consider METRO’s bus routes during the detailed des...
	 Concern about traffic going through the Germantown and Woodland Heights neighborhoods
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated design changes that will minimize cut-through traffic in these neighborhoods. See Response 39 for information about the design modifications being evaluated.
	 Concern about congestion in downtown Houston during special events
	o Response:  TxDOT is working closely with the City of Houston, Houston Downtown Management District (HDMD), Houston First, and the professional sports teams to ensure that the NHHIP improvements provide equal or better access to/from downtown for spe...
	 To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and environmental effects, including social and economic effects, on minority populations and low-income populations.
	 To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the transportation decision-making process.
	 To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by minority and low-income populations.
	 Concern about impacts to the George R. Brown Convention Center
	o Response:  TxDOT is coordinating with representatives of the convention center to identify and evaluate measures to minimize impacts to the operation of the facility.
	 Concern about impacts to Northline Commons shopping area
	o Response:  TxDOT has revised the design to minimize impacts to the Northline Commons shopping area.
	 Concern about impacts to Hardy Yards development
	o Response:  The proposed recommended alternative would have no direct impacts to this planned development.
	 Construct noise barriers prior to roadway construction
	o Response:  A noise analysis will be performed for the project. Noise barriers will be considered for qualifying areas. The timing of noise barrier construction (prior to or during roadway construction) would be at the discretion of the contractor.
	 Reduce noise levels with landscaping
	o Response:  Project funding will include allowances for landscaping.
	 Connectivity between the I-45 MaX lanes, I-45 general-purpose lanes, and I-610
	o Response:  Access points between the I-45 MaX lanes and the I-45 general-purpose lanes will be provided to allow adequate distance to perform necessary lane changes. Specifically, access points from the MaX lanes and general-purpose lanes will be lo...
	 Proposed I-10 express lanes reduce from two lanes in each direction to one lane in each direction
	o Response:  TxDOT is revising the proposed I-10 express lanes to show the proposed structure of the I-10 express lanes as three lanes in each direction until it would connect to the existing infrastructure near Houston Avenue. The third lane on the I...
	 Provide connectivity between MaX lanes from the freeway systems
	o Response:  Connectivity between systems on the MaX lanes is planned to be provided by:  exit the MaX lanes to enter the general-purpose lanes, change freeway systems via the direct connector, and then enter the MaX lanes again.
	 Concern about parallel freeways and “rubbernecking” – need a barrier between freeways
	o Response:  This is a common issue with urban freeways versus the rural freeways that have more separation between the opposing lanes. This is a situation that exists today for almost all freeways in Houston. TxDOT is evaluating using glare screens (...
	 Greenspace caps over highways would impact the skyline view for drivers driving into downtown Houston
	o Response:  Greenspace caps over highways would only be located over a limited length of the roadway. The length of these sections is typically constrained by roadways beginning to elevate from below ground level to a higher elevation section, either...
	 Coordinate with City of Houston Parks Department to create a covered greenspace cap (Segment 2 and Segment 3). Greenspace cap improvements should include connections to East Downtown, Midtown, and Buffalo Bayou.
	 Is there federal money available for building more parks? Use carbon credits or sell right-of-way on TxDOT land.
	o Response:  The federal money TxDOT receives for projects is for transportation projects only and cannot be used to build parks. Coordination with the City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department will be addressed in the future if required by the ...
	 Preserve existing hike and bike facilities, especially along the bayous
	o Response:  TxDOT is committed to preserving existing hike and bike facilities as much as possible. In the instance of any modifications to existing facilities, TxDOT will work with the City of Houston, Houston Parks Board, and other necessary agenci...
	 Connect to and consider planned hike and bike facilities, especially along the bayous
	o Response:  TxDOT is committed to preserving future planned hike and bike facilities as much as possible. In the instance of any modifications to planned facilities, TxDOT will work with the City of Houston, Houston Parks Board, and other necessary a...
	 Add a greenspace section or “capped” section to the sections of US 59/I-69 between SH 288 and I-45 and between Spur 527 and SH 288
	o Response:  Additional “capped” sections are not being considered by TxDOT at this time.
	 The landscape and visual aesthetic qualities of a transportation corridor are an environmental characteristic that, by law, must be considered in the design process and, where possible, enhanced
	 Landscape disturbed by construction of a highway must be reestablished for environmental and aesthetic reasons. The re-vegetation process is to be accomplished with appropriate native and adapted species.
	 To the extent possible, plants used for re-vegetation of rights-of-way should be low water use (xeric) plant materials
	 Where a transportation project must disturb an environmentally sensitive landscape, wetland, historic site, established residential neighborhood, or scenic landscape, appropriate actions must be conducted to mitigate for adverse visual and environme...
	 TxDOT recognizes the need for developing highways with acceptable visual quality and has developed several proactive programs that encourage and assist the development of such transportation corridors. These include the Transportation Enhancements P...
	 TxDOT recognizes the opportunity to implement “signature” bridges to signify and distinguish various neighborhoods and districts within the study corridor, while improving the visual qualities of the project. The design of bridges would be conducted...
	 Preserve existing or proposed hike and bike trails along White Oak Bayou; add trail along White Oak Bayou
	o Response:  It is expected that the proposed project would bridge White Oak Bayou. The project design will consider existing and proposed hike and bike trails along the bayous and other locations in the project area. There may be temporary impacts to...
	 Include a shared use path, not a shared motor vehicle and bicycle lane on the frontage roads
	o Response:  Comment noted. TxDOT will evaluate this during detailed design.
	 Provide crossings for cyclists and pedestrians to connect to Buffalo Bayou
	o Response:  Comment noted. TxDOT will evaluate accommodating connections along Buffalo Bayou during detailed design.
	 Ensure that surface street bridges accommodate space for pedestrians and bicycles
	o Response:  The addition of bike lanes/bike facilities to local streets would be addressed in conjunction with the City of Houston.
	 Cyclists cannot share a road over long bridges with vehicles
	o Response:  The addition of bike lanes/bike facilities to local streets would be addressed in conjunction with the City of Houston. Cyclists would be able to determine alternate routes to accommodate their needs. See Response 39 for descriptions of m...
	 Accessibility to trails during construction (also under Response 32)
	o Response:  There may be temporary impacts to some trails during construction; impacts would be minimized as much as possible.
	 Add sidewalks and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ramps
	o Response:  TxDOT will include sidewalks along the frontage roads as part of this project, and all intersections will be designed to be ADA compliant, per federal requirements.
	 Add pedestrian and bicycle improvements across US 59/I-69/I-45 as per the East Downtown Management District Livable Center Study
	o Response:  TxDOT will include sidewalks along the frontage roads as part of this project, and all intersections will be designed to be ADA compliant per federal requirements.
	 Isolation of Midtown from Hermann Park, museum area, and medical center
	o Response:  TxDOT made efforts to maintain the same level of access as existing conditions, to the extent possible. As the design process continues and public comments are addressed in the design of the proposed recommended alternative, it is expecte...
	 The Near Northside neighborhood has invested funding over the past several years to reconnect with the central business area of Houston. The elevated portion on Segment 3 over the light rail tracks would create a barrier for the Near Northside.
	o Response:  I-10 in the area between North Main Street and Walnut Street is currently elevated. The proposed recommended alternative provides generally the same local street connectivity and would accommodate the City of Houston’s plan for connecting...
	 The double freeway (US 59/I-69 and I-45) on the east side of downtown will segregate areas to the east
	o Response:  Currently, the freeway in this section is elevated. The proposed recommended alternative would include I-45 and US 59/I-69 as depressed in this section, allowing for the addition of greenspace above portions of the roadways. TxDOT has wor...
	 Provide information and notice of public meetings to residents that may live beyond the project area but work within the project area. Need to consider the commuters.
	o Response:  Notification of the public meetings includes many outreach methods, including:
	o TxDOT provides project information during the study in many ways:
	 Duration of construction
	o Response:  Construction is anticipated to last between 5 and 10 years.
	 Temporary construction impacts to transit, businesses, and residents
	o Response:  The project would be designed to minimize temporary impacts to transit, businesses, residents, and others.
	 The existing northbound exit ramp south of Cavalcade Street has been eliminated
	o Response:  TxDOT originally proposed to remove the northbound exit ramp south of Cavalcade Street and replace it with a northbound entrance ramp slightly south of the existing exit ramp location. However, TxDOT has subsequently reversed that decisio...
	 The existing southbound exit ramp at Cavalcade Street has been relocated to north of Link Road, which is a two-lane local street
	o Response:  TxDOT has redesigned the southbound Cavalcade Street exit ramp to be elevated adjacent to the I-45 general-purpose lanes and will now pass over Link Road. The ramp will merge with the southbound frontage road south of Link Road.
	 The existing I-610 eastbound exit to Irvington Boulevard has been relocated to Fulton Street, west of Irvington Boulevard
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various design modifications to shift the location of the proposed eastbound exit ramp at Fulton Street. However, the configuration of the northbound I-45 direct connector to eastbound I-610 would not allow for the eas...
	 The existing I-45 northbound entrance ramp from Quitman Street has been eliminated
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various design options to incorporate the northbound Quitman Street entrance ramp. The design that was determined feasible includes a collector-distributor (C-D) system located adjacent to the northbound general-purpos...
	 Access to SH 288 from the downtown area has been reduced from existing conditions
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the proposed design to provide access to the SH 288 general-purpose lanes and HOV lanes from Chenevert Street. TxDOT has also evaluated design modifications to the Chenevert Street ramps, which would improve local acces...
	 There appears to be less access from US 59/I-69 southbound to Midtown
	o Response:  TxDOT is proposing to depress US 59/I-69 in this area and maximize the number of local cross streets that would remain open. Due to the depressed section of freeway, the number of ramps provided is limited because of the changes in roadwa...
	 Do not close the Hamilton Street exit ramp from US 59/I-69 southbound
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the design to maintain the southbound US 59/I-69 exit to Hamilton Street and the entrance ramp to US 59/I-69 northbound at Chenevert Street. Reconfiguring these access points would allow Hamilton Street traffic to use t...
	 Some of the I-45/I-610 interchange direct connectors reduce from two lanes to one lane, which seems insufficient
	o Response:  The direct connectors were designed to provide adequate capacity based on future traffic volumes.
	 Maintain two-way traffic on North Main Street until the intersection with Houston Avenue
	o Response:  TxDOT has evaluated various options to maintain two-way traffic while improving the safety of the southbound I-45 entrance ramp interaction with Houston Avenue. The proposed design would include modifications to maintain two-way traffic o...
	 Remove or keep the North Street Bridge
	o Response:  The design team is considering removing the North Street bridge to accommodate proposed roadway profiles to clear the floodplain in the vicinity of the Little White Oak Bayou crossing.
	 Extend Melbourne Street to northbound I-45 frontage road
	o Response:  The design team will consider connecting Melbourne Street to the proposed northbound I-45 frontage road.
	 Maintain connectivity of West Dallas Street under the Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating potential design revisions in this area to allow for the Dallas Street connectivity to downtown.
	 Northside access
	o Response:  TxDOT will evaluate the opportunity to provide for a grade-separated future connection of San Jacinto Street to Fulton Street, which is a future proposed project by the City of Houston. Crossings will be at North Main Street and at Elysia...
	 Maintain connectivity of Polk Street over the depressed freeways
	o Response:  TxDOT has worked closely with the City of Houston, HDMD, and EaDo to optimize the streets that would remain open. TxDOT will continue to evaluate keeping Polk Street open, since there are design constraints related to the need to elevate ...
	 Maintain connectivity of Runnels Street
	o Response:  TxDOT evaluated maintaining the connectivity of Runnels Street, but due to the various elevations of the I-45 and US 59/I-69 travel lanes and the various direct connectors, the structure would have been required to span the freeway sectio...
	 Maintain existing local street connectivity across US 59/I-69 between SH 288 and Spur 527 (Austin Street, Caroline Street, Eagle Street, etc.)
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating this section of the roadway to improve circulation and mobility. TxDOT will also investigate the possibility of connecting as many roadways as possible in this section of US 59/I-69.
	 Maintain Holman Street connectivity over highways
	o Response:  TxDOT has worked closely with the City of Houston, HDMD, and EaDo to optimize the streets that would remain open. TxDOT has evaluated keeping Holman Street open, but due to the need to elevate SH 288 out of the depressed section in this a...
	 Maintain existing local street grid in Third Ward (Caroline Street, Cleburne Street, etc.)
	o Response:  TxDOT will consider revisions in this area to improve the street grid in the Third Ward.
	 Do not close Hamilton Street between Texas Street and Ruiz Street
	o Response:  The current design for Hamilton Street does not include a Hamilton Street closure from Texas Street to Ruiz Street. The existing Hamilton Street is planned to remain open.
	 Add an interchange between the I-45 MaX lanes and I-610
	o Response:  Direct access from the I-45 MaX lanes to the I-610 direct connectors will be provided. See Response 11.
	 Adjust the radius of the I-45 north to I-610 east director connector to minimize residential impacts
	o Response:  The connector was designed to meet the minimum design criteria; TxDOT will evaluate potential adjustments to the design, if feasible.
	 Connect to the planned future reconfiguration of the I-45 northbound connections to US 59/I-69 northbound and southbound
	o Response:  TxDOT will design the connections to align with the proposed future improvements.
	 Provide a connection from westbound I-10 to the southbound Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT has modified the design to include an additional direct connector from westbound I-10 to the Downtown Connector over White Oak Bayou.
	 Provide a connection from I-45 northbound to the southbound Downtown Connector
	o Response:  Connectivity from I-45 northbound to the west side of downtown will be provided via US 59/I-69 northbound to I-10 westbound. Alternately, access via the local street network will be provided via the St. Joseph Street/Pease Street exit fro...
	 Improve access to and from the west side of downtown (i.e., add access from Allen Parkway and Memorial Drive) via the freeway network and the Downtown Connector
	o Response:  TxDOT, in coordination with the City of Houston and the HDMD, will continue to evaluate modifications to the Downtown Connector to enhance connectivity and mobility. Modifications may include access outbound (I-10E, I-10W, and I-45N) on t...
	 US 59/I-69 at I-45 interchange, there is a narrowing of the trenched section with a curve for the northbound travel lanes
	o Response:  TxDOT is evaluating straightening out the alignment of the US 59/I-69 general-purpose lanes, while providing a continuous northbound frontage road using the existing St. Emanuel Street.
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