
     
   

   

 
 

          
       

            
             

            
   

 
          
           
           
      
       
         
        
        
        
         
       

 
            

   
 

           

           
      

 
            

              
           

           
           
        

   
 

              
         

            
          

     
 
 

US 59/IH 610 INTERCHANGE 
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), Houston District, conducted a public 
meeting concerning the proposed US 59/IH 610 interchange reconstruction in Harris County, 
Texas, on April 18, 2012, at the Houston Community College Southwest Campus located at 
5601 West Loop South, Houston, Texas 77081. The purpose of the meeting was to gather 
public input on the proposed project. The proposed project consists of the following 
improvements: 

• Construct IH 610 SB to US 59 NB Connector (CSJ 0271-17-145) 
• Construct IH 610 NB to US 59 SB connector (CSJ 0271-17-146) 
• Construct US 59 NB to IH 610 SB Connector (CSJ 0027-13-206) 
• Construct Westheimer Ramp to US 59 SB 
• Construct US 59 SB Exit Ramp to Chimney Rock 
• Construct Realigned Post Oak Blvd with METRO Accommodations 
• Realign IH 610 SB to US 59 SB Connector 
• Restripe IH 610 NB to US 59 NB Connector 
• Reconstruct US 59 NB to IH 610 NB Connector 
• Reconstruct US 59 SB to IH 610 SB Connector 
• Reconstruct IH 610 Main Lane Bridge 

Some small amounts of additional right-of-way would be required. One commercial 
displacement is anticipated. 

The Notice of Public Meeting was published on March 19 and April 9, 2012, in the Houston 

Chronicle newspaper, and on March 18 and April 8, 2011 in the LaVoz newspaper (a Spanish 
newspaper with Spanish notices). 

The public meeting was held, from approximately 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in an open house 
format. A registration table was located at the entrance of the auditorium at the Houston 
Community College Southwest Campus where attendees were invited to sign-in. Each person 
was provided with a blank, pre-addressed comment form to share their thoughts regarding the 
proposed project, and a program, which contained a brief description and purpose of the 
proposed project. Handouts containing project information were available in English and 
Spanish. 

Attendees were given an opportunity to view the various exhibits that were on display. 

Exhibits included a welcome board, the need and purpose, anticipated near-term and long-
range project descriptions and maps, aerial photo of the project area and project design. 
Additionally, project management staff was available to provide information and answer 
questions regarding the proposed project. 



               
   

        
 

       
      
       
      
     
     

 

  

            
       

 
             

           
          

          
 

           
            

           
       

 
       

        
  

 
         

 
    

 
              

       
       
         

 
            

         
       

          
            

        
            

    
 
 

The following appendices are attached and included as part of the meeting summary: 

• Appendix A - Public Meeting Program (English and Spanish) 
• Appendix B - Sign In Sheets 
• Appendix C - Public Meeting Notices and Affidavits of Publication 
• Appendix D - Public Meeting Notice Mailing List 
• Appendix E - Written Comments 
• Appendix F - Public Meeting Photos 

Public Comments 

The public was encouraged to ask questions and make comments. All verbal questions and 
comments were immediately responded to at the meeting. 

A total of eighteen written comments from sixteen individuals were received (three of the 
comments submitted were from the same person). Six public meeting comment forms were 
submitted at the public meeting and twelve comments were submitted via regular mail or e-
mail by the deadline of May 2, 2012. 

People attending the Public Meeting had the opportunity to indicate whether or not they 
supported the proposed project on their comment forms. Of the nine comment forms 
submitted, six indicated support of the project. The remaining three were left blank with 
regard to support of the project. 

Input gathered from meeting attendees will be evaluated and considered. The written 
questions/comments received and the responses to these comments are summarized as 
follows: 

Comment 1: Four commenters expressed support for the proposed project. 

Response 1: Comment noted. 

Comment 2: Nine commenters were concerned with noise impacts as a result of the 
proposed project. Specific concerns included increased noise due to elevated 
direct connectors, using street paving materials to reduce noise, coating noise 
walls with rubberized asphalt, and noise wall aesthetics. 

Response 2: A full noise analysis of the interchange is being conducted as part 
of the environmental process. The existing and proposed interchange is being 
modeled using current (2015) and predicted (2035) traffic numbers. Where 
noise impacts occur, a variety of mitigation techniques, including noise walls, 
will be analyzed. If noise mitigation is determined to be reasonable and 
feasible, adjacent property owners will be contacted and a noise workshop 
conducted. As part of the noise workshop, noise wall materials and aesthetics 
would be addressed. 
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Comment 3: Related to the noise comment above, five commenters were concerned about 
the relocation of the existing noise barrier on the north side of US 59 between 
Sage Road and Barrington Road. Specific concerns included the timing of the 
removal of existing wall versus construction of the replacement wall, security 
during noise wall construction, structural integrity of existing wall that would 
remain west of this section of wall and loss of green space behind the wall. 

Response 3: Construction phasing of the noise wall would be determined 
during later design activities. TxDOT will inspect the sections of wall that 
would remain in place to assess structural integrity. The green space behind 
the wall to be relocated is TxDOT right-of-way, a portion of which would be 
required in order to accommodate the proposed design and reconstruct the 
noise wall. Green space would remain behind the new wall and would be 
available for use by neighborhood residents. 

Comment 4: Flooding and drainage in the area were raised as concerns by six of the 
commenters. 

Response 4: As part of the planning process for this project, TxDOT will 
conduct a comprehensive drainage analysis for the entire interchange and will work to 
construct improvements to the overall hydraulic systems as a part of this project. 

Comment 5: Five commenters raised concerns about visual impacts and aesthetics of the 
proposed interchange reconstruction. A common comment concerned highway 
signs that were visible above noise barriers from the residential side of the 
wall. 

Response 5: Visual impacts will be considered as part of the environmental 
process being conducted for this project. This project is part of TxDOT’s 
Green Ribbon Program which focuses on corridor aesthetics with specific 
themes for different geographic areas. The proposed improvements will be 
designed with aesthetics and the Green Ribbon standards in mind. With regard 
to being able to see highway signs over noise barriers, noise barriers are built 
to abate traffic noise and although they function as visual barriers, that is not 
their primary function. 

Comment 6: Four commenters requested that any trees that must be removed be replaced 
and that landscaping be considered both in front of and behind the proposed 
noise walls (particularly in the Larchmont green space). 

Response 6: Landscaping will be in accordance with TxDOT’s standards and 
in compliance with the Green Ribbon Program standards. Landscaping will be 
included in the final design of the project. TxDOT would consider landscaping 
behind the noise barrier if an agreement could be made with someone for 
maintenance after construction is complete (i.e. city, HOA, County, etc). 
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Comment 7: Two commenters raised concerns about potential displacements as a result of 
the proposed interchange improvements. 

Response 7: TxDOT has made all reasonable and practicable efforts to avoid 
commercial and residential displacements. One business, the Chic-fil-A 
restaurant located in the Richmond Square shopping center, would be impacted 
by the proposed project. Right-of-way needed to construct the proposed 
project would affect the drive-through operations at the restaurant to a degree 
that the business would effectively be displaced. All right-of-way acquisition 
would be in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Reap 
Property Acquisition Policies Act. No other displacements would be required. 

Comment 8: One commenter expressed concern about access and business interruptions 
during construction. 

Response 8: TxDOT cannot deny access, although access to property may be 
modified. During construction, ingress and egress will be handled by 
implementing a traffic control plan for the project. The planning process of the 
proposed project will be used to further evaluate the potential impacts and to 
identify ways to maintain and/or enhance access to community facilities and 
services. This process will look into the possible effects of the proposed 
project regarding the increasing or decreasing accessibility to residential and 
commercial areas. This process will also consider accessibility to community 
facilities such as hospitals, schools, police and fire stations, shopping centers, 
and other service centers. 

Comment 9: One commenter requested noise barriers be constructed as a safety feature for 
their neighborhood, to prevent children from accessing the frontage road area. 

Response 9: The primary function of noise barriers is to mitigate traffic noise; 
although, acting as visual and access barriers could be considered a secondary 
benefit of noise walls. Where noise impacts occur, a variety of mitigation 
techniques, including noise walls, will be analyzed. However, state law 
prevents a state agency from making improvements to private property (i.e. 
fencing). TxDOT does not build fencing around its facilities. Fencing private 
property is up to the property owner and/or their homeowners association. 

Comment 10: One commenter expressed concern about construction noise during project 
construction and its impact to residences in the project vicinity. 

Response 10: Noise associated with the construction of the project is difficult 
to predict. Heavy machinery, the major source of noise in construction, is 
constantly moving in unpredictable patterns. However, construction normally 
occurs during daylight hours when occasional loud noises are more tolerable. 
Provisions will be included in the plans and specifications that require the 
contractor to make every reasonable effort to minimize construction noise 
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through abatement measures such as work-hour controls and proper 
maintenance of muffler systems. Due to the magnitude and high daytime 
traffic volumes in the project area, night time construction is anticipated. 
TxDOT will make every effort to minimize construction noise at night. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a public meeting 
regarding the proposed improvements to the US 59 South/IH 610 West Interchange in 
Harris County. The meeting will be held on April 18, 2012 at the Houston Community 
College Southwest Campus, which is located at 5601 West Loop South. The meeting 
will be held in an open house format from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

The purpose of the meeting is to gather public input on the proposed reconstruction of the 
US 59 South/IH 610 West Interchange. The proposed roadway improvement project 
would construct new direct connectors, construct access ramps, realign Post Oak 
Boulevard, and reconstruct the IH 610 main lane bridge. The project would be 
constructed in three phases. The project improvements are proposed to increase safety, 
reduce congestion, and improve operational efficiency. 

Exhibits showing aerial photography and schematic plans of the proposed project will be 
presented at the meeting. Representatives from TxDOT and their study team will be 
available to answer individual questions. Public comments are encouraged. The 
schematic plan showing the proposed design is on file and available for inspection at the 
TxDOT Houston District Office at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. 
The TxDOT office is open Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
excluding state holidays. 

Minor amounts of additional right-of-way would be required for the proposed project and 
one displacement would be necessary. Personnel from the TxDOT Right-of-Way Section 
will be available to discuss TxDOT’s Relocation Assistance Program that provides 
benefits and services for those that may be displaced. Information about the tentative 
right-of-way acquisition schedule may be obtained from the District office. 

Persons interested in attending the public meeting who have special communication or 
accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT’s Public Information Office at 
713-802-5072 at least two working days prior to the meeting. Since the public meeting 
will be conducted in English, any requests for language interpreters or other special 
communication needs should also be made at least two working days prior to the public 
meeting.  TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. 

All interested persons are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments 
relative to the proposed project may be presented at the meeting or submitted to the 
Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, 
Houston, Texas 77251-1386, at any time on or before May 2, 2012. Comments may also 
be emailed on or before May 2, 2012 to HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov. 



  
 

          
           

             
      

 
           

        
         

             
          

 
 

          
     

         
        

         
   

            

 

 
 

  
  

 
  

   
 

   
 

 

 
  

  
 

  

AVISO DE REUNIÓN PÚBLICA 

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) llevará a cabo una reunión pública 
con respecto a las mejoras propuestas para el intercambio de las carreteras US 59 sur/IH 
610 oeste en el condado de Harris. La reunión será el 18 de abril de 2012 en el sitio de 
Houston Community College Southwest Campus, ubicado en 5601 West Loop South. La 
reunión será de un formato de foro abierto de 5:30 p.m. a 7:30 p.m.    

El propósito de la reunión pública es de solicitar comentarios del público sobre la 
reconstrucción del intercambio US 59 sur/IH 610 oeste. Los mejoramientos propuestos 
será construir nuevos conectores directos, construir rampas de acceso, realinear la 
avenida Post Oak Boulevard y reconstruir el puente del carril principal de IH 610. El 
proyecto se construiría en tres fases. Las mejorías del proyecto se proponen aumentar la 
seguridad, reducir la congestión y mejorar la movilidad.   

En la reunión se presentarán exposiciones de fotografía aérea y planes esquemáticos del 
proyecto propuesto. Los representantes de TxDOT, y su equipo de estudio estarán 
disponibles para contestar cualquier pregunta individual. Animamos el público que hagan 
comentarios. El plan esquemático que muestra las alternativas propuestas está archivado 
y disponible para su inspección en la oficina del distrito de Houston de TxDOT, 
localizado en la siguiente dirección 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. 
Las oficinas de TxDOT están abiertas lunes a viernes de 8:00 am a 5:00 pm, excepto días 
festivos estatales. 

Las mejorías propuestas se requerirá derecho de vía adicionales provocando un 
desplazamiento. El personal de la sección derechos de vía de TxDOT estará disponible 
para informar al público sobre el Programa de Asistencia para la Reubicación que ofrece 
beneficios y servicios para los que pueden ser desplazados. Información sobre la 
programación de la adquisición provisional de los derechos de vía se puede obtener en la 
oficina del distrito de TxDOT. 

Las personas interesadas en asistir a la reunión pública que tienen comunicación especial 
o necesidades de alojamiento deberán de ponerse en contacto la oficina de TxDOT’s 
Public Information al 713-802-5072 por lo menos dos días hábiles antes de la reunión. 

Como la reunión pública se llevará a cabo en inglés, todas las solicitudes de intérpretes de 
lenguaje o otras necesidades especiales de comunicación también deberán de hacerse por 
lo menos dos días hábiles antes de la reunión. TxDOT hará todos los esfuerzos 
razonables para acomodar estas necesidades. 

Todas las personas interesadas están invitadas a asistir a esta reunión pública. Los 
comentarios escritos relacionados con el proyecto propuesto puede ser ser presentado en 
la reunión o sometido a Director of Project Development, Texas Department of 
Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, antes o el día 2 de mayo de 
2012. Los comentarios también pueden ser enviados electrónicamente a HOU-
PIOWebMail@txdot.gov antes o el día 2 de mayo de 2012. 
. 
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