LET’S
ROADEO!

State Truck Roadeo returns to put
safety front and center.
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MY TURN

Looking Ahead to the
88th Legislative Session
MARC WILLIAMS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W

e’ve got a big year ahead. With a
successful 2022 behind us, we’re ready
to hit the ground running.
One of the biggest events this year
will be the 88th Regular Legislative Session, which
begins Jan. 10. Every two years, legislative members
meet for 140 days during the regular legislative session
to craft, debate and vote on bills that will impact the
state and TxDOT.
Last session, state leaders approved $30.2 billion over
two years to help us fulfill our mission of “Connecting
You With Texas.” This session, we’ll be asking our state
leaders for funding for the next two years of operations
through our legislative appropriations request, or
LAR. For the 2024-2025 biennium, we’re requesting
nearly $37 billion — 88% of which will go toward
project development, delivery, and maintenance. Our
request also includes funds to support other modes of
transportation throughout the state such as aviation,
public transit, ports and railroads; and funding to
support critical needs for TxDOT’s operations, including
investing in new equipment and vehicles, upgrading
facilities and improving our IT resources.
Of course, to deliver transportation projects
efficiently and effectively, we need to continue to
recruit and retain a quality workforce. TxDOT and
other state agencies will be working with our legislative
members on steps that can be taken to help in this area.
We are asking state leaders to increase our full-time
employee count by over 300 additional personnel with
the majority of these employees directed to support our
district operations.
We’re looking forward to working with state leaders,
and their staff, as they make decisions that will impact
TxDOT. State agencies like TxDOT and state employees
are prohibited by law from attempting to influence
the defeat or passage of legislation, however, we are
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working hard to provide the information needed to
support the legislative process. If you have or get
questions on legislative issues, TxDOT’s State Legislative
Affairs Section in our Government Affairs Division is the
single point of communication and coordination for all
of these issues.
I’m extremely appreciative for what you, the women
and men of TxDOT, have accomplished, and I know
our state leaders are, too. They recognize the positive
impact that the work of TxDOT has on the communities
they represent. The trust we’ve built with state leaders
is due in no small part to your hard work.
Thanks for all your great work in 2022. I’m looking
forward to another successful year in 2023. n
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SHINING STARS
Across the state, TxDOT employees go above and beyond.

Offering a helping
hand in San Angelo
SAN ANGELO DISTRICT

W

hen a mother and daughter had a tire
blow out on I-10 in the San Angelo
District, TxDOT employees were there
to lend a helping hand and get them
back on the road.
Ernie Gonzales, sign technician in the Sonora
Maintenance section, and Caleb Sanchez, a summer
hire, were driving on I-10 in Sutton County near
Sonora checking signs last summer when they
spotted a stranded motorist and her daughter with
a flat front tire. They stopped to assist.
Gonzales, who has been with the district for 15
years, said that the teenager had already removed
the jack, spare tire and handle from the trunk and
was attempting to lift the front side of the car. He
said that someone must have taught her well! The
only problem was, she did not have the jack in the
right place to safely lift the car.
Gonzales spotted the problem and showed her
why she was having trouble. He then helped her to
change the tire.
The mother and her daughter thanked Ernie
profusely and offered to buy him lunch in Sonora
but he kindly declined.
“I was just happy to help,” Gonzales said. n

Send information or any thank-you emails,
letters or calls you or your co-workers receive
to AskTxDOT@TxDOT.gov so we can recognize
TxDOT employee achievements. n
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Ernie Gonzales (kneeling) and Caleb Sanchez help
a mother and daughter change a tire after a blowout.
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Gonzales said he was just happy to help.

TN READER

SURVEY

RESULTS
E

ach year, TN Magazine conducts a reader
survey to collect feedback about the
magazine from across the department. This
is done in an effort to discover how well the
magazine serves you, from announcing road projects
and celebrating team members, to sharing important
IT information and employee opportunities.
The survey included a variety of questions about the
magazine’s presentation, delivery and content. TxDOT
and TN wish to thank all who participated in the survey
and provided meaningful feedback that will help us
continue to serve our TxDOT family.

TN READERSHIP

Which would you like
to see more of?
Articles on Events,
People and News

49%

Photos

49%

District News

43%

Division News

35%

Employee Profiles

39%

HR Updates

33%
33%
27%
20%

Project Updates

Admin Info
TN readership remained steady at 79% for the
2022 year. 81% of respondents read half or more than
half of TN Magazine.

88% of respondents believe
TN adequately covers TxDOT’s
districts and divisions statewide.

IT Updates

I like stories that display how
people started out at an
entry level position and over
time evolved their careers/
skills at TxDOT.
– Survey Respondent

78% feel the bimonthly distribution
is sufficient, 11% would like it less
frequently and 10% would like it more frequently.
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I AM A

n n n

TRAFFIC SYSTEMS SPECIALIST
WICHITA FALLS DISTRICT

We often work about
50 feet above the
ground in a bucket that
is constantly moving
because of the wind.

KEVIN BENNETT
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evin Bennett, traffic systems specialist for the Wichita Falls
District, is originally from Boston, Massachusetts. He remains
a loyal fan of the Boston Red Sox and New England Patriots but
is now a Dallas Cowboys fan as well. Bennett began his career
with TxDOT in February 2020. Starting with the Maintenance Division
in Archer City, Bennett then became a Traffic Systems Specialist in the
Wichita Falls District. When not working, Bennett enjoys hiking, mountain
biking and camping.
TELL US WHAT A TRAFFIC SYSTEMS SPECIALIST
DOES AND HOW THAT IMPACTS TEXANS.
Our traffic system specialists are responsible for everything illuminated
for the nine counties within the Wichita Falls district. That includes all
luminaires, signals and flashers, including what we refer to as the school
clocks. Those are the flashers that let the public know when the kiddos
are heading to and from school. Projects range from installation of all
these items as well as maintenance and replacement.
WHAT IS THE MOST REWARDING
PART OF BEING A TRAFFIC SYSTEMS SPECIALIST?
I’d have to say that some of the most rewarding aspects of the job
are when we head out to fix or correct an item that is not functioning
properly. In a way, it’s a bit of detective work: locating, diagnosing and
coming up with a solution to repair any damaged or broken item. Plus, for
me, I am an adrenaline junkie and part of our job requires work on items
that are 40 to 50 feet in the air.
WHAT SKILLS OR ABILITIES ARE
NEEDED TO EXCEED IN THIS POSITION?
One of the skills needed in this position is the ability to think on your
feet. We also deal with electricity and electrical components, making the
understanding of electrical and grounding systems paramount in this
position. We also need to be flexible as new challenges or issues arise. For
instance, we can have plans to accomplish a task and at the last minute
get called out to tackle a more pressing issue. Being comfortable with
heights is also a great help. We often work about 50 feet above the ground
in a bucket that is constantly moving because of the wind.
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST
ABOUT WORKING IN YOUR DISTRICT?
First and foremost, I enjoy the people. I work with an amazing crew.
There are four of us in signals and we all have a fantastic time working
together. The Wichita Falls District is by far one of the best in the state.
We have a leadership team in place that supplies us with all the tools,
training and feedback needed for a safe and productive atmosphere. It’s
like family. n
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COVER STORY

SAFETY FOR THE WIN:
2022 State Truck
Roadeo crowns Kelley
champion
TxDOT photo

The State Truck Roadeo returned in 2022: (l to r) Texas Transportation Commissioner Alvin New, Roadeo Champion
Milton Kelley, Runner-up Matt Woolsey and Executive Director Marc Williams.

F

ocused and determined to win, 52 of TxDOT’s best drivers gathered at the North Travis County Area Office in
North Austin to decide the title of 2022 State Truck Roadeo Champion.
The goal of the Occupational Safety Division’s State Truck Roadeo program is to establish safe vehicle
operation and effective pre-trip inspections to reduce vehicle incidents. All full-time TxDOT employees with
a valid A or B Commercial Driver’s License are eligible to compete in the Roadeo — potentially thousands of operators.
Milton Kelley of Angelina County Maintenance in the Lufkin District won the title of 2022 State Truck Roadeo
Champion. Kelley previously competed at the State Truck Roadeo in 2018.
“I approached that course just like I am approaching a job site,” said Kelley, who has worked for TxDOT for 12 years.
His advice for success on the course? “I would say stay calm and try not to let the anxiety get to you.”
Runner-up went to first-time State Truck Roadeo competitor Matt Woolsey from the Motley County Maintenance
section in the Childress District.
Scott Black of the Dallas District, who placed third overall, was named the State Truck Roadeo Excellence Award
winner for being “the driver who best exemplifies the inspiration and the spirit of the TxDOT Truck Roadeo.”

8
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Drivers competed in 5 exercises:
•	The vehicle inspection/load and tie-down: Drivers find
10 planted defects on the trailer, the loaded equipment
and the connection to the tow vehicle.

TxDOT photo

•	360° Walkaround: Drivers complete a 360° walkaround
of a dump truck and find a planted potential dropped
object within three minutes. The objective is to
improve driver awareness around the vehicle before
moving the vehicle, preventing dropped object
incidents or striking fixed objects or pedestrians.
•	Right-hand turn: Drivers attempt a right turn in a
predetermined course without stopping or striking
a traffic cone. It simulates tight traffic conditions or
having to get around a disabled vehicle or equipment
within the work zone.
•	Left-hand turn: Drivers must navigate a left-hand
turn without hitting a cone or stopping the truck. The
objective is to not encroach into the oncoming lane on
the left side of the vehicle without overly encroaching
onto the shoulder or lane to the right side of the
vehicle. This exercise also includes a Spotter Exercise
where a driver and a spotter must back the dump truck
through a course. Using hand signals, the spotter must
guide the driver so he or she does not hit a barricade
but gets within 6 inches of it.
•	Diminishing clearance: The driver is required to make
a continuous forward movement approaching a funnel
shaped, off-center path made by markers. The objective
is to determine the driver’s ability to steer a vehicle on a
lane, which progressively narrows and moves off center
similar to shifting lanes in a work zone.
The event marked the return of the State Truck
Roadeo, which had not happened since 2019. In addition
to the competition, the evented featured a PPE Showcase
and a display from the Fleet Operations Division called
the FOD Stockshow. The PPE Showcase had new and pilot
PPE on display. The FOD Stockshow displayed the latest

TxDOT photo

Joey Gunnels with the Austin District inspects a vehicle.

The drivers meet before the competition starts.

equipment enhancements to the fleet, which included
new snowplow blades. Participants and attendees could
provide feedback on all of these items and collaborate
for improvement.
Beaumont District Engineer Martin Gonzalez and
Beaumont Deputy District Engineer Ana Mijares
were on hand to root for their district’s two drivers,
Transportation Maintenance Crew Chief Dustin Streed
and General Transportation Technician Tony Todd.

TxDOT photo

Rigo Arjon of the Bryan District spots a driver during
an exercise.

“I think it’s good for our maintenance employees to
shine out here and show what they’ve got,” Mijares said.
Many of the attendees enjoy the chance to meet up
with other districts that they don’t usually interact with.
“Some people you meet, like when we have a
deployment for a hurricane, then you don’t ever see
them again,” said Terry McCoy of the Fleet Operations
Division. “But then you come here, and you run into
people. It’s nice to see everybody again.”
The winners were announced at an awards breakfast.
Kelley said he was excited to learn he had won and felt
pretty good about his performance on the course.
“It was an honor to win at the state level,” Kelley said.
“I’m glad that the department puts so much emphasis on
safety and has events like this.” n
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INFANTS AT
WORK PROGRAM

gives new parents
valuable options
DALLAS DISTRICT

F

or Kendall Kirkham Sloan, public information
officer for the Dallas District, every minute is
busy in the Sloan household since the birth
of her second son, Sawyer. Fortunately, she
doesn’t have to worry about who will take care of her
newborn when she goes back to work. She can just
pack up his diaper bag and take him with her, thanks to
TxDOT’s Infants at Work Program.
The Human Resources Division’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion Section launched the IAW Program as a pilot
in 2019 just prior to the pandemic. Now that employees
are coming back to the office, IAW will continue as
a pilot program pending sufficient data to evaluate
its effectiveness.

A very important part of DE&I is attracting
and retaining a diverse workforce.
DAVID DAVALOS

Human Resources DE&I Section Director

The program provides a positive work environment
that recognizes the responsibilities of a parent or
caregiver to both their job and their baby. IAW is a
voluntary program for new mothers, fathers or legal
guardians of an infant six weeks to six months. Many
benefits are associated with this program, including
increased bonding time between the baby and the
parent (or caregiver), breastfeeding support, parental/
caregiver wellbeing, childcare savings and much more.

10
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“Any mother knows how hard it is to go back to work
after having a baby,” Sloan said. “This program guarantees
I can have him with me every day during those first
crucial months of development, nutrition, bonding and
adjusting. It helps me not have to worry about childcare
for my son’s first six months of life, and to know I am
trusted by my boss, and upper management, to still get
my work done with him nearby at the same time.”
IAW programs are now available in many companies
nation-wide.
“A very important part of DE&I is attracting and
retaining a diverse workforce,” said David Davalos,
Human Resources DE&I Section director. “With more
companies offering workplace flexibility, it is important
for TxDOT to continue being an innovative leader. The
Infants at Work Program supports new parents and
will help attract new employees as well as retain our
existing workforce.”
If you are interested in learning more about the IAW
Program, contact the Human Resources generalist for
your district or division. n

EL PASO DISTRICT
engineer wins multiple
medals in global games
EL PASO DISTRICT

E

l Paso Transportation Engineer Maricruz
Saenz has never swum professionally, but
that didn’t stop her from competing in the
international Pan American Aquatics Masters
Championships in Medellín, Colombia, last summer.
“It was an exciting and life-changing experience for
me,” Saenz said.
Saenz, who has been with TxDOT for 23 years, landed
a spot at the international games through a competition
for participants over 50 at a local community pool. She
competed in 10 of 14 events and placed first in six of them.
While she wasn’t sure what to expect, she accepted
the invitation to compete internationally representing
Mexico in the games. The preparation regimen that
followed was rigorous.

TxDOT photo

Maricruz Saenz medaled in swimming at the Pan American
Aquatics Masters Championships in Colombia.

“It was horrible,” she said. “The first day, the second
day, the first week. I thought, ‘What am I doing here?’
Everything hurt, but I started noticing that my arthritis
pain was going away. I had more strength as the time
passed and I made it.”

TxDOT photo

Saenz represented Mexico at the championships after
doing well in a competition for participants over 50 at
a local community pool.

During the four months of training, Saenz started her
day at 5 a.m. with weights and stretching and ended at
9 p.m. after three hours of swimming.
Once at the games, Saenz was taken aback by the
crowd, facilities and competitors. It was a feeling that
ended up being her fuel.
“The first event was the detonator of everything
because I felt how fear can become your friend,” she said.
“The adrenaline makes you do stuff you never thought
was possible.”
She won five medals at the championships, including
three fourth-place medals, a seventh place and an eighth
place. She competed mostly in the backstroke category,
though she won fourth place in the 50-meter medley,
a combination of butterfly, backstroke, breaststroke
and freestyle.
It took her some time to share the news of her
accomplishments, but she hopes her story inspires others.
“It’s not news that I’m not young, but there was a spirit
in me to do more,” Saenz said. “Try to find that part of
your spirit. Realize your potential and make sure you
take it to the limit if you have the opportunity.”
Her next opportunity is in 2024, as she qualified for
the games in Trinidad and Tobago. n
November
January
- December
- February 2022
2023 TN
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FEATURE STORY

EXTRA
MILE

AWARDS
TxDOT honors those
who help others
At the 96th Annual Transportation
Short Course held in October,
TxDOT recognized employees
who went above and beyond
the call of duty to help
people in need. The
Extra Mile Awards are
presented to TxDOT
workers who have helped
save a life or prevented a
situation from becoming
life-threatening, either
while performing their
TxDOT duties or on their
own time.
12
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AMARILLO DISTRICT

NATHAN SATER AND FELIPE CHAVEZ

At first, it looked like a bonfire billowing over
TxDOT
photophoto
TxDOT
I-40 in Conway between Amarillo and Groom in
the Texas panhandle. Nathan Sater was training
fellow General Transportation Technician Felipe
Chavez on the snowplow. They were heading
west, exiting at SH 207 near Love’s Truck Stop,
when Sater noticed the smoke. It was 3:30 a.m.
New Year’s Day.
Instead of a bonfire, Sater and Chavez saw that
the back of a 53-foot-long semi-trailer parked at
the truck stop had caught fire. They jumped into
action. A fuel tanker was parked near the fire
engulfing the back of the trailer. They alerted the
driver, who then safely pulled the tanker away
from the danger.
Chavez then ran inside and asked employees to call 911. Outside, Sater tried to extinguish the fire, but to no avail.
Sater began beating on the side of the cab and was able to wake the driver. Everyone safely escaped the flames.
Soon after, firefighters arrived and Sater and Chavez climbed back into the snowplow.
“When there was no one there to take action, Nate and Felipe didn’t hesitate,” said Carson County Maintenance
Section Supervisor David Britten. “They did exactly what they needed to do.”

AUSTIN DISTRICT

CARLOS
PACHECO, ROBERT LEWIS,

JOE JIMENEZ AND CHERYL “CRISSY” CASTIGLIONE

The Austin District’s safety banquet in
TxDOT photo
March 2022 in Llano provided an unexpected
opportunity to go the extra mile.
S out h T r av i s m a i nt e n a nc e wor ker s
Carlos Pacheco, Robert Lewis, Joe Jimenez and
Cheryl “Crissy” Castiglione carpooled to the
safety banquet in a TxDOT crew cab. As they
traveled home in the outside lane of eastbound
SH 71, another pickup was next to them. Suddenly,
Pacheco, who was driving, saw something
coming toward him from the westbound
mainlanes. He immediately slowed down.
At that moment, the object hit the truck next
to him. It was a gooseneck trailer that had come
loose from a haul truck. Pacheco, a volunteer firefighter, and Lewis, a former police officer, jumped into action to
render aid. The driver of the truck had multiple life-threatening injuries.
Pacheco made tourniquets from his shirt for the driver. Jimenez and Lewis directed traffic while also assisting
others involved in the crash. Castiglione secured the TxDOT truck. Fire and EMS arrived and started treating the
injured, but the driver succumbed to his injuries at the hospital.
The actions of the TxDOT crew that day gave the injured man a chance at survival and ensured that no one was
injured in a secondary collision. The crew went beyond the duties of a TxDOT employee and are a shining example
of dedication to the people that travel the roads of Texas.
Continued on page 14
January - February 2023 TN
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FEATURE STORY
Continued from page 13

DALLAS DISTRICT

BOBBY FRANKUM AND MICHAEL RUST

In September 2021, General Transportation
Technician Bobby Frankum and Equipment
Operator Michael Rust were crossing a bridge on
SH 34 in Ellis County when Frankum spotted a
hand frantically waving in the air from the waters
of Bardwell Lake below.
TxDOT photo
A man was hanging on to the side of a boat.
Frankum and Rust turned around, found a safe
parking area, and rushed to a spot on the bridge
where they could see him. They called out to ask
if he was okay. The man simply replied, “Help.”
Frankum called 911, then the two continually
reassured the man that help was on the way
while waiting for first responders to arrive. When
emergency personnel reached him by boat, they pulled the man and his boat to shore.
Frankum and Rust later learned that when the 67-year-old boater dropped his anchor, the rope wrapped around
his leg, pulling him overboard and making it impossible for him to pull himself back into the boat. He struggled with
the anchor and rope for more than 90 minutes trying to get free. Instead, the rope wrapped more tightly around
his leg. The Bardwell Volunteer Fire Department needed nearly ten minutes to cut through the rope and free him.
Frankum and Rust helped save the man’s life.

EL PASO DISTRICT

 ESUS A. GARCIA AND
J
CRUZ A. HERNANDEZ JR.

In June 2021, General Transportation Technicians
Jesus A. Garcia and Cruz A. Hernandez Jr. were
called out at 5:30 a.m. to remove some large rocks
from a rockslide on FM 170 — a remote, desolate
TxDOT photo
roadway that runs along the Rio Grande.
As they rounded a curve, a little bright light
caught Hernandez’s attention from his seat in the
dump truck. He called Garcia in the lead truck to
stop and check. A vehicle was about 10 to 12 feet
down in a deep ditch on a curve a half a mile east
of Lajitas. A young lady was trapped inside. She
was unconscious, bleeding and seriously injured.
The crew called 911 and stayed with her until the
ambulance arrived.
The driver had left work in Terlingua at 1 a.m. to go home to Lajitas, 16 miles away. She fell asleep and went off the
road, rolling her vehicle multiple times. Her parents had been searching for her for hours, but the dump truck’s height
gave Hernandez a life-saving view.
The driver’s injuries were so serious, she had to be airlifted to Lubbock. Medics told TxDOT employees that if it
had been another hour, the young driver would not have made it.

14
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FORT WORTH DISTRICT

TYSON DANIEL AND ALLEN WADDEL

In June 2022, the Decatur Maintenance Crew
TxDOT photo
was setting up a lane closure to repair the radius
at the intersection of CR 4840/U.S. 287 when a
TxDOT haul truck, pulling a six-yard, made a
right-hand turn onto CR 4840 from CR 4925. The
driver intended to cross the railroad tracks to
deliver the six-yard to a vendor. However, when
he attempted to cross, the lowboy trailer got
hung up. When the driver realized he was stuck,
he tried to get the truck off the tracks.
As General Transportation Technicians Tyson
Daniel and Allen Waddel started walking toward
the truck to help the driver, the crossing arms of
the train tracks came down on the truck. Then
they heard a train coming! They ran towards the truck and screamed at the driver to “Get out of the truck!”
Right when they reached the truck, the driver got out and they all ran. The driver ran one way while Daniel
and Waddel ran another to take cover behind the heavy Gradall equipment that was on the job site. The train
struck the haul truck moments later. Once the train stopped completely, Daniel climbed over the rail car and
checked on the driver who ran the other direction. He was uninjured.
Daniel and Waddel acted in a heroic manner by running toward the truck when they knew there was
a train coming.

PHARR DISTRICT

MARCO GONZALEZ

When you wake up in the morning, you never
know how events may call upon you to step up
TxDOT photo
in ways you never knew you could. For Marco
Gonzalez, construction inspector, a clear day in
May 2022 proved to be one of those days.
Gonzalez was headed back to the office around
5 p.m. on a rural stretch of roadway along SH 16.
He suddenly saw a Chevrolet Malibu sedan go off
the road and head directly into a steel post fence.
As he saw the crash, without a second thought,
Gonzalez jumped out of his work vehicle and ran
to the wreckage. As he saw the extensive damage
to the vehicle, his only thought was to help the
driver. Hoping the crash looked worse than it
was, he approached the driver and started talking to the young man. But there was only silence.
Gonzalez immediately called 911 and waited with the man until first responders arrived. Police believe the
26-year-old driver may have suffered a medical incident that led to the crash. Unfortunately, the young man
spent two weeks in a coma before passing away. n
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FEATURE STORY

TxDOT recognized outstanding
achievements from the past
year with the Big 5 Awards at
the 96th Annual Transportation
Short Course last October.

TxDOT photo

TxDOT recognized outstanding achievements from the past year with the Big 5 Awards at Short Course: (left to right)
Dennis L. Christiansen, Dan Perge, Tamelia Spillman, Ray Fisher and Eddie Valtier.

GIBB GILCHRIST AWARD
Dan Perge, Dallas District

Dan Perge, advanced project development director
with the Dallas District, received the Gibb Gilchrist Award,
honoring an outstanding TxDOT engineer. He has helped
advance complex projects by ensuring that they are easily
understood by the public. In the 1990s, he played a key role
in reviving the stalled SH 161 project in southwest Dallas
County. He was part of the team that conducted extensive
outreach and set a new vision for the award-winning I-30
Canyon project.

BIG FIVE

ST. NICHOLAS BALL
SUPERBOWL WEEKEND 2019
DEWITT C. GREER AWARD

and dozens of multi-level interchanges. He leads a team
of experts involved in maintaining and inspecting almost
6,300 bridges. He's a brilliant thinker who solves complex
engineering problems in unique, cost-effective ways.

RAYMOND E. STOTZER JR. AWARD
Tamelia Spillman, Dallas District

The Raymond E. Stotzer Jr. Award honors non-engineers
and went to Tamelia Spillman, director of Advanced
Transportation Planning with the Dallas District. She
had the difficult job of determining which pots of money
should be used on each of the Dallas District’s hundreds
of projects, and how much money should come from each
funding source. She simultaneously managed funding and
payments for three major design-build projects valued at
$3 billion.

G TOP big five
Eddie Valtier, El Paso District

Eddie Valtier, deputy district engineer for the El Paso
District, received the Dewitt C. Greer Award recognizing
outstanding service to the people of Texas by TxDOT
engineers. In his more than 25 years at TxDOT, Valtier has
made many contributions to Texas transportation in areas
such as design, construction and project management.
He led the team responsible for one of the first projects
developed as a pass-through financing agreement in the
United States.

LUTHER DEBERRY AWARD
Walter “Ray” Fisher, Dallas District

The Luther DeBerry Award for outstanding contributions
to transportation went to Walter “Ray” Fisher, transportation
engineering supervisor with the Dallas District. Fisher’s
handiwork can be seen in the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge

16
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RUSSELL H. PERRY AWARD

Dennis L. Christiansen, TTI Agency Director Emeritus

The Russell H. Perry Award recognizes citizens for their
leadership in transportation issues. TTI Agency Director
Emeritus Dennis L. Christiansen was honored for his
50-year career advancing transportation research and
education while leading the Texas A&M Transportation
Institute. He is an expert in the planning, design, operation
and evaluation of high-occupancy vehicle lanes. He
pioneered the HOV lane concept in several Texas cities
and was a leader in developing the extensive HOV system
in Houston. n

JULIA HALFORD:

50 years of TxDOT
team spirit and tenacity
DALLAS DISTRICT

T

en district engineers and 50 years later,
Administrative Assistant Julia Halford with
the Dallas District continues to march on
as a dedicated employee and treasure of
TxDOT. Her TxDOT career began in the Amarillo District
in 1972. She spent 29 years there before joining the
Dallas District.
TN recently chatted with Halford about her tenure,
her motivation and her advice for younger generations
of TxDOT employees.
Q: You've been with TxDOT for 50 years. How have
you made it this long?
A: “Part of it is relationships and part of it is having
something to do! It makes me get up in the morning
and come see my TxDOT family. I run the DOT SPOT
snack shop and work in the mailroom in the Dallas
Administration Building. My first job here was keeping
up the breakroom. Switchboard, too. I love talking
with people. Another thing I do now that I really enjoy
is working on bulletin boards. It helps get my creative
juices flowing and makes me think. My hope is that
my displays make others think about things like the
importance of safety.”
Q: What about the changes you’ve seen in your time
at TxDOT? What stands out when you look back on
your career journey?
A: “The changes in technology have been trial and error
for me. I went from using an old school switchboard to
cell phones, from writing everything down on notepads
to sending messages on the computer, from face-toface meetings to meeting on TEAMS. I'm still trying to
keep up with all of it. But a standout is how much things
have changed for women. Very few females were in the
industry when I started, and you didn’t hear of women
district engineers or deputy engineers.

TxDOT photo

Julia Halford with the Dallas District recently marked
50 years with TxDOT.

Q: What is something that some people might be
surprised to learn about you?
A: “People probably don’t know I was a serious
bowler for years. And I was good! I could compete with
the best of ‘em. I once beat a male competitor by four
pins! I also met former Texas Rangers second baseman
Mark McLemore. I am a die-hard Texas Rangers fan so
to meet him was such a thrill. Had my picture taken
with him, too.”
Q: What advice do you have for younger or newer
TxDOT employees?
A: “Come to work with a positive attitude. Listen to
others. Ask questions. Do the job you're asked to do,
whether it's cleaning out a refrigerator or anything. Earn
respect by going above and beyond and helping others.
Finally, don’t ever give in or give up.” n
January - February 2023 TN
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TACKLE
NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTIONS
with TxDOT’s
free Life
Coaching
Program

I

f you find New Year’s resolutions difficult to
stick to — or just want to do even better at
them this year — TxDOT’s free Life Coaching
Program may help.
Life Coaching Program Administrator Jorge Salazar
with the Human Resources Division launched the
program in September 2021. A life coach helps people
reach their goals and identify mental/emotional
obstacles by unlocking their own answers through
creative thinking, introspection and powerful questions
to find balance and purpose in life.
Salazar received his Master International Coaching
Federation credentials in 2020, but he’s been doing life
coaching since the ‘90s. He’s been teaching subjects like
self-development, management and emotional training at
TxDOT since 2017.
And he’s always looking for new “coachees,” though not
“patients,” since life coaching is not therapy.
“A therapist will focus on past influences to understand
present behaviors — the ‘why’s’ — which is behavior
driven,” Salazar said. “A life coach will focus on present
behaviors that will impact the future — the ‘how’s’ —
which is more action driven. The ‘how’s’ for each goal are
very personal for each coachee. We must respect their
journey. We listen and then coach.”
One way to get started is by examining the Wheel of
Life, a visual tool that asks you to assign a number from
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The Wheel of Life asks you to assign
a number from 1 to 10 to each of eight areas.

1 to 10 to each of eight areas: intellectual, professional,
physical, social, purpose, emotional, personal
development and financial.
“But it’s not about the number,” Salazar said. “It’s
about balance. If you have 8s in all areas, great. But if
you have some 2s or 3s, you know where you should
focus your attention. The goal isn’t perfection because
it doesn’t exist. The goal is harmony.”
Another tool in the coaching is the “I am here to be
seen” exercise, which is based on a South African Zulu
greeting for connectedness. For the exercise, two
people face each other and look into each other’s eyes.
One says, “I am here to be seen,” and the other

I hope everyone
experiences life coaching
sessions. I truly believe
every employee can
benefit from them.
JORGE SALAZAR

Life Coaching Program Administrator

responds, “I see you,” for one
minute. Then they switch roles and
do it for another minute. “It felt
uncomfortable at first and then warm
and uplifting,” said Sonja Gross, public information
officer for the Amarillo District. “Telling a fellow human
I’d never met before that I saw him, and receiving that
same message in return, was very powerful.”
“Everyone wants/needs to be seen — we don’t live in
isolation,” Salazar said. “It’s a basic human need. I think
everyone should experience the effects of this exercise
at least once in their lives. It only takes a minute.”
To get started with life coaching, you just need one
thing: a goal. It’s okay if you have more than one. In
fact, Salazar suggests having both short- and long-term
goals. (Short-term goals have timelines of a year or less
— like many New Year’s resolutions — while long-term

goals can run up to 20 years.) It’s also a good idea to make
every goal SMART, an acronym that stands for “specific,
measurable, attainable, realistic and timely.”
“You should also have a short-term goal for every longterm goal,” Salazar said. “But you don’t want to have too
many goals at once. You can feel unbalanced.”
Once you have your goals picked out, just send an
email to TxDOTLifeCoaching@txdot.gov saying you’re
interested in free life-coaching sessions.
“And you’re not limited to one,” Salazar said. “You can
have as many as you want.”
If you’re not sure life coaching is for you, Salazar
suggests just trying it.
“I hope everyone experiences life coaching sessions,”
Salazar said. “I truly believe every employee can benefit
from them. Every experience in life is an opportunity
to develop, discover and improve yourself. The Life
Coaching Program is here to support you and be part of
your journey.”
Life Coaching sessions and presentations are
available in English, Spanish and French. Sessions are
confidential, not recorded and they are not used for
performance improvement.
For more information, visit the Life Coaching
Program page on Crossroads or email
TxDOTLifeCoaching@txdot.gov. n
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JOURNEY TO WELLNESS

GET
READY FOR

T

he new year brings back one of TxDOT’s
most beloved wellness programs, the
Get Fit Texas! Challenge hosted by the
Texas Department of State Health Services.
This physical activity challenge runs for 10 weeks
from Jan. 23 to April 2. It allows TxDOT to compete
against other state agencies for the title of “Fittest
Texas State Agency.” After two years of coming in
second place, we’re ready to re-claim our title. To up
the ante even further, we’re bringing back the popular
internal competition, which allows TxDOT districts
and divisions to compete against one another.
Districts and divisions will compete in separate
categories: districts versus districts and divisions
versus divisions. Then they will be divided into final
categories by number of employees. Everyone can
participate.
The individual challenge goal is to be physically
active for 150 minutes per week for at least six
weeks of the 10-week challenge. Employees can earn
leave time for completing the challenge. Employees
who successfully complete six to nine weeks of
the challenge will earn 4 hours of Get Fit leave.
Completing the entire 10 weeks earns 8 hours of Get
Fit leave.
TxDOT’s 2023 challenge theme will be “Hustle for
your Heart.” We want to encourage employees to take
care of themselves and their hearts through physical
activity.
Jacqueline Leyva, construction recordkeeper with
the Odessa District, said the 2022 challenge helped
her get moving again after having twin boys.
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Jacqueline Leyva said last year’s challenge helped her
get active again after having twin boys.

“I want to be active and healthy for my boys and also
be a great example for them,” Leyva said.
For Traffic Systems Technician Pablo B. Guerra of
the San Antonio District, the 2022 challenge aided in
his recovery from a total hip replacement. The extra
walking helped him and his dog, India, lose a few
pounds, too.
Communications Strategist Kelly E. Lindner in the
Communications Division said that last year’s challenge
helped her uncover a new love for running.
“I went from struggling to run for 10 minutes straight
to running three 5Ks a week throughout the challenge,”
Lindner said.
Ready to reap your own rewards from this challenge?
Registration opens Jan. 16.
Visit the HRD Live Well. Work Well. Employee
Wellness Program page on Crossroads for more details
or contact the Wellness Team at wellness@txdot.gov
with any questions. n

Contact your local
Wellness Program
Coordinator to learn
about the wellness
program and start
your journey today!

WHERE AM I?
Here is a photo depicting an identifiable landmark you may have seen
in your travels around Texas. If you think you know what this is a photo
of or know where it was taken, send an email to TNideas@txdot.gov.

UPCOMING
TxDOT
EVENTS

TxDOT photo

Jan. 16

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
DAY
(All agencies closed)

Jan. 19

CONFEDERATE
HEROES DAY
(Minimal staff required)

Identified:
TxDOT photo

Jan. 26

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION MEETING
(Austin)

Feb. 20

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
(All agencies closed)

Congratulations to our first identifier David Young (SAT).
Last edition’s photo featured the American Wind Power Center
in Lubbock. The museum has more than 150 rare and fully restored
American-style water-pumping windmills.
Others identifying the photo were Rosa Cuevas (LRD),
Meredith Worthen (ENV), Scott Serafin (AUS), Lyndol Irby (TRV), Billy
Sides (TYL), Chris Cowen (SJT), Justin Kalisek (BRY), Joseph Hagler
(LFK) and Austin Valentine (GOV). n

Feb. 23

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION MEETING
(Austin)
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JOURNEY TOWARD EXCELLENCE

AWARDS RECOGNIZE RESULTS

T

xDOT’s 2022 Journey Toward Excellence
Awards were presented at Short Course in
October. The awards recognize TxDOT teams
who demonstrate leadership and commitment
to improving the agency’s services, products and
processes, while obtaining tangible results.
Taking the Gold Quality Team Award was the
Maintenance Division and the Amarillo District for work
on the Texas Emergency Response Application, or TxERA.
Originally intended to track snowplows in the Amarillo
District, the application has expanded to an advanced
tool that benefits the entire state during emergency
operations. The application is a multi-layered map with
section and district boundaries that pulls information from
different sources. TxERA monitors TxDOT’s equipment
types, equipment locations in real time and historical
locations. It also allows users to monitor and map weather,

TxDOT photo

The Maintenance Division and the Amarillo District won
the Gold Award: (l to r) Chief Engineer Lance Simmons,
Maintenance Division Director James Stevenson, Emergency
Management Coordinator Matthew Heinze, Maintenance
Division Deputy Director Alanna Bettis, Amarillo District
Director of Operations Wes Kimmell, Amarillo District
Engineer Blair Johnson and Executive Director Marc Williams.

TxDOT photo
TxDOT photo

The Austin District took home silver: (l to r) Lance Simmons,
Austin District Deputy District Engineer Mike Arellano,
Director of Transportation Operations Brenda Guerra, Austin
District Engineer Tucker Ferguson and Marc Williams.
The Professional Engineering Procurement Services Division
received the bronze award for its DRIVE Program: Contract
Administrator Pamela Mason and DRIVE Program Director
Caleb Bryant.

radar, weather warnings, highway conditions, traffic
cameras, dynamic message signs, salt inventory and more.
The result is better informed decision-making during
disaster events using real-time location data.
The Austin District took silver for its Austin Safety
Analysis Program, or ASAP. This collaborative effort
resulted in an application that integrates numerous TxDOT
databases to help identify crash hotspots. The app identifies
targeted project areas by using multiple years of crash data
from the Crash Records Information System. Originally
developed as a screening tool, ASAP has transformed into a
predictive tool to support district traffic safety operations
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to plan and fund safety projects before crashes or fatalities
occur. ASAP is also being used to measure the effectiveness
of deployed safety countermeasures, which provides the
ability to calibrate crash reduction factors.
The Professional Engineering Procurement Services
Division received the bronze award for its DRIVE Program.
The Diverse Relationships for Informative Value Exchange,
or DRIVE, Program reflects TxDOT’s commitment to
increasing the participation of disadvantage business
enterprise firms in the procurement of professional services
contracts. It is a mentorship program to support emerging
disadvantaged firms through voluntary partnerships with
more established firms. Participating firms gain insight and
learn best practices. The program started last year with
16 firms and now has a total of 42 firms participating. n

TxDOT FAMILY SPOTLIGHT

Hunt Lathem
CHILDRESS DISTRICT

Hunt Lathem

WAREHOUSE COORDINATOR III
Hunt Lathem started as a warehouse coordinator
for the Childress District in 2022. Before TxDOT,
he was a corrections officer for seven years, where he
said “humor” and “treating people like human beings”
went a long way. Outside of work, he enjoys spending
time with his wife and son and two dogs, listening to
new hard rock and collecting vintage toys, electronics
and video games.
Favorite comedian or actor?
Tom Hanks.

Which Super Mario Bros. is your favorite?
Super Mario Bros. 2 is the best! It wasn’t as popular as
the others but it’s my favorite.
What are your favorite things?
I love Italian food and science fiction movies and books.
What’s something people probably don’t know
about you?
I can say my alphabet faster backwards than most
people can say it forwards. I learned it from this Disney
record I listened to all the time that my mom had. n

Any pets?
Two rescue dogs — Chloe and Honey. They’re part
chihuahua and part hyena or dingo.
What do you enjoy about your position?
I really enjoy the job and the people. A lot of good
people here. They all figured out that I’m just a classclown, people-person.
What are you most proud of?
I can do an amazing impression of Bobcat from the
Police Academy movies.
What do you enjoy doing outside of work?
I like seeing movies with my family, but it’s an hour
drive to get to the closest theater. Once we get there,
we all tend to see different things unless there’s
a Marvel movie showing.
Any hobbies?
Watching basketball, football and whatever’s on
streaming. I’m a big Dallas Mavericks fan. If they’re
in the playoffs, I’m screaming at the TV. I also collect
vintage stuff. I love old Nintendo and Atari stuff. I
probably have 1,000 games.

TxDOT photo

January - February 2023 TN

23

All Across TxDOT

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
FORT WORTH DISTRICT

TxDOT photo

The Fort Worth District held a groundbreaking for the Southeast Connector in November: (l to r) Michael Morris with
North Central Texas Council of Governments; Judge B. Glen Whitley; Executive Director Marc Williams; Forth Worth District
Engineer David Salazar; Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg, Jr., Texas Transportation Commissioner
Robert Vaughn; State Rep. Nicole Collier; Shane Petersen with Kiewit; Forest Hill Mayor Stephanie Boardingham and
Deputy Executive Director for Project Delivery Brian Barth.

Southeast Connector groundbreaking in Fort Worth District

City and state officials held a groundbreaking in November for the Southeast Connector, a Texas Clear Lanes project
in the Fort Worth District that will widen I-20 to 10 mainlanes and I-820 to eight mainlanes.
This $1.6 billion, 11-mile project will improve safety and mobility in a congested area of the Metroplex where I-20, I-820
and U.S. 287 merge and diverge in short succession creating bottlenecks.
The Southeast Connector is a partnership between TxDOT, South-Point Constructors and the cities of Arlington, Forest
Hill, Fort Worth and Kennedale. It is estimated for completion in 2027. n

Celebrating Black Heritage Month in February

Black Heritage Month in February is a month-long celebration of exciting and interactive activities. BEN, the Black
Employee Network Employee Resource Group, will offer engaging and educational events during the month.
We want all employees to join us! There will be something for everyone each weekday for the entire month.
• Museum Mondays
• Trivia Fridays

• Thursday Talks
• Cookbook Wednesdays

• Podcast Tuesdays
• And more…

BEN eagerly welcomes your involvement and input during these events. Look for the BEN Black Heritage Month Hybrid
Meeting Invites arriving in your Inbox soon. We look forward to seeing you! n
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WACO DISTRICT
TxDOT photo

Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg, Jr. (center) cuts the ribbon on the I-35 project in Waco with
Waco District Engineer Stan Swiatek (second from right) and other city and state officials.

Waco District celebrates completion of major I-35 project

The Waco District recently partnered with the Waco Chamber of Commerce to celebrate the substantial completion of
the award-winning My35 Waco 4B project.
The $341 million project was an integral piece of TxDOT’s My35 program to improve I-35 from Laredo to Gainesville. The
new and improved I-35 in Waco will address core issues of capacity, mobility and safety. The major improvements include
expanding the roadway from six to eight lanes, 13 U-turn additions, and enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
The Waco District worked with Webber LLC to deliver the project five months ahead of time and on budget.
The culmination of the project team efforts came during a ribbon-cutting ceremony in November under one of the newly
constructed mainlane bridges.
“TxDOT’s mission is to Connect You with Texas and this project is a prime example of how we are working together to get
all travelers where they need to go,” Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg, Jr. said. “I know everyone
in the Waco area has been waiting eagerly for this day and we’re happy to declare this section of I-35 open. Drive safely!” n

Thomas is new director of Government Affairs Division

Trent Thomas was appointed the director of Government Affairs Division in October. Thomas will direct and
coordinate the department’s federal and state government relations and legislative activities in this role. Thomas began
his career with TxDOT in 2012 as the director of State Legislative Affairs, where he has navigated TxDOT through
multiple legislative sessions, special sessions and the Sunset Commission Review process. Thomas previously served as
chief of staff to State Representative Drew Darby. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Science and Development
with a teaching emphasis and a master’s degree in Education, both from Tarleton State University. n

Garcia named director of Communications and Public Affairs

Alejandro Garcia joined TxDOT as the director of Communications and Public Affairs in October. Garcia will
direct and coordinate the department's overall communications and public affairs strategy, overseeing the
Communications and Travel Information divisions. Garcia brings a wealth of experience and a vast portfolio in
communications, public affairs, government relations, state policy and campaigns. Most recently, Garcia served as
director of communications for the Texas Office of the Attorney General. He holds a bachelor's degree in Political
Science with a minor in Criminal Justice from Texas A&M International University and a master's degree in Political
Science with a concentration in International Relations from the University of Texas at San Antonio. n

Townsend returns as Compliance Division director

Parsons Townsend returned to TxDOT in December as the new director of the Compliance Division. Townsend
served as TxDOT's Compliance Division director for five years between 2016 and 2021. He has a distinguished
background having served at the Texas State Auditor's Office and most recently as the audit director at the Texas
Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General. He also served as a Marine Sergeant from 1999 to 2003. n

continued on page 26
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continued from page 25

Tito Gonzalez named director of Transportation Planning and Programming

Humberto “Tito” Gonzalez, Jr. started as the new director of the Transportation Planning and Programming
Division in November. In his new role, Gonzalez will direct and manage all activities of the Transportation Planning
and Programming Division. Gonzalez is a Laredo native and a 2003 graduate of Texas A&M University at College
Station where he received a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering. He started his TxDOT career as a summer
Intern in 1999. In 2012, he was appointed Laredo District Design Engineer. In 2022, he was appointed as the deputy
district engineer for the Laredo District. n

Epi Gonzalez named Laredo District engineer

TxDOT photo

Epigmenio “Epi” Gonzalez is the new Laredo District engineer starting in November. He began his TxDOT career
in 1995 as an engineering tech in the Pharr Area Office. He graduated with a Civil Engineering degree from Texas
A&M University-Kingsville in 2004 through TxDOT’s degree completion program. In 2011, he graduated with a
master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He oversaw the design of several large
projects while he led the design team for the Pharr District’s Central Design Office and has been the district’s
director of Transportation Operations since 2021. n

Williams named director of the Transportation Programs Division

Starting in December, Charon Williams became the new director of the Transportation Programs Division. She
joined TxDOT in 2006 serving as a utility coordinator in the Right of Way Division. In 2010, she rotated to the
Design Division’s Plan Development Section. Upon completion of her engineering rotation, Williams transitioned
back to the Right of Way Division. Since 2019, she has served as the deputy director of the Right of Way Division
where she was responsible for the management of all aspects of the portfolio of right of way projects. She earned
her bachelor’s degree from Texas Southern University and her master’s degree from St. Edward’s University. n

Sweat is new Support Services director

Brian Sweat was named the new director for the Support Services Division starting in January. He joined the
division seven years ago and was the lead architect for the Stassney Campus project. He was recently promoted to
State Headquarters Section Director, a new section within the division, responsible for supporting state headquarters
facilities and the daily operations of the Stassney Campus. He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with
a master’s degree in Architecture. Before joining TxDOT, he was in private practice as an architect. n

Hodges named director of Communications Division

Diann Hodges is the new director of the Communications Division. Hodges has served as director of the
Southwest Texas Public Information Officer Section for the past five years. She also has experience with the media
before coming to the agency and she was the public information officer for the city of Lago Vista. She received her
bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Speech Communication from Texas A&M University. n

Remember no lobbying rules as Legislative session starts

The 88th Legislative session starts on Jan. 10, and all TxDOT employees should remember that legislative
lobbying is not allowed while acting as a TxDOT employee. Lobbying is an attempt to influence the passage
or defeat of legislation. In their capacity as TxDOT employees, staff may not testify in favor of or against a bill
before a legislative committee or engage in activity to attempt to influence the passage or defeat of legislation.
Employees may use state resources to provide information and respond to legislative requests. However, always
coordinate with the State Legislative Affairs Section in the Government Affairs Division when responding to
legislative requests. n
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BUSTILLOS HONORED
with AASHTO Vanguard Award
HOUSTON DISTRICT
TxDOT photo

Dr. Brenda Bustillos during the ConnectSmart App launch. Bustillos was honored with the Transportation Vanguard
Award from AASHTO.

T

ransportation Engineer Dr. Brenda
Bustillos with the Houston District recently
won the 2022 American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) Transportation Vanguard Award.
Bustillos works in the district’s Advance
Transportation Planning Section and leads the
ConnectSmart Program, which received a grant from
the United States Department of Transportation
to deploy an advanced technology platform with a
built-in intermodal mobile app. The app will help to
improve safety, reduce congestion, improve air quality
and create a more accessible and equitable system
promoting TxDOT’s and USDOT’s goals.
The ConnectSmart mobile app provides
users personalized intermodal travel options,
transportation system updates, predictive travel
times, intermodal navigation, travel costs, transit
ticket purchase and more. This information can
influence traveler behavior in real-time to encourage

the use of alternative mobility options and achieve
operational objectives.
Bustillos is truly pioneering next generation
transportation. She’s collaborated with the local
metropolitan planning organization and other
local transportation agencies to link ConnectSmart
to Houston TranStar, a world-renowned traffic
management center. The Houston region’s Tow and
Go Program is also integrated into ConnectSmart.
She is steering the field of civil engineering toward
the future by using technology to transform the
discipline to benefit the traveling public.
AASHTO established the Transportation Vanguard
Award to recognize young transportation professionals
who are accomplishing extraordinary things in the
transportation field. The award was established in
honor of the former Utah Department of Transportation
engineer James C. McMinimee, a recognized leader
in innovation during his lifetime of public service
in transportation. n
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MILESTONES
NOVEMBER SERVICE AWARDS
ABILENE
25 Gregory Cotton
ADMINISTRATION
10 Caroline Mays
AMARILLO
5 Jason George
		 Chad Green

ATLANTA
25 Kelli A. Speer

		 Benny S. Steen
20 Chad G. Heldt
10 John T. Dunson
		 Joshua N. Sibert

AUSTIN
25 Brad H. Phipps
5 Henry Fernandez

		 Donna Taylor
		 Holly L. Washington
		 Aslan Zarafshan

AVIATION
15 Robert N. Johnson
BEAUMONT
25 Horace S. Estes
10 Melissa A. Daugherty
5 Harold Armstrong
		 Bryce A. Broussard
		 Breanna Haynes
		 Lukas W. Laird

BRIDGE
15 Edgar Cuellar
10 Yi Qiu
BROWNWOOD
20 Kevin L. Crim
10 Elizabeth A. Deleon
5 Woodrow D. Hall
BRYAN
25 John D. Moravec
15 Sergio Sanchez
		 Olin J. Seago Jr.

CHILDRESS
25 Roy D. Bertrand
20 Clifford A. Byrd
		 Shon R. Crouch
10 Kolby L. Foard
5 Beatriz J. Easley

COMMUNICATIONS
5 Lauren Macias-Cervantes
CONSTRUCTION
20 Amy C. Slaughter
10 Dominique D. Pope
CONTRACT SERVICES
10 Susan M. Rossi
CORPUS CHRISTI
20 Delma E. Cave
15 Rene Longoria
5 Sylvia La Cour
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DALLAS
20 Bryan A. Esmaili-Doki

		 David P. Honza
		 Nicasio Lozano
15 Bobby D. Rosselot
5 Ronda Derk
		 Shiddharthsinh Mahida
		 Denise M. Stinson
		 Cooper Strait
		 Nancy Valdez
		Debra Wells

EL PASO
30 Rodolfo G. Sanchez
20 Michael W. Rivera
15 Gerardo R. Brito
10 Kayla A. Rinehart
		 Zilthai O. Soto
5 Donna M. Laverty
		 Rene A. Ontiveros
		 Enrique Rodriguez
		 David J. Rubio
		 Susan Ryde

FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
10 Dora N. Granados
5 Ernest Ofori-Atta
		 Nakita Watkins

FLEET OPERATIONS
20 David Guzman
5 Marco A. Aguilar-Lozano
		 Mark W. Burton

FORT WORTH
20 Scotty Peevey
10 Richard L. Reed
GENERAL COUNSEL
10 James W. Kirk II
HOUSTON
35 Richard D. Escamilla
		 Samuel M. Walden
		 Ivor E. Walker
30 Larry J. Rosemon
25 Linda G. Hall
20 Corando I. Alegria
		 Jamal Z. Fadda
		 Esteban M. Tovar
15 Daniel J. Dvorak
		 Sidronio Flores Jr.
		 Ryan C. Walker
10 Clifton D. Harris
5 Fabian Harvey
		 Dwayne K. Holt
		 Armando Martinez
		 Pat S. Quinn
		 Petros B. Workicho

LAREDO
25 Lilia I. Gutierrez

		Fidel Quiroz
20 Alberto A. Aldape
		 Hector M. Cayanan
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10 Yecenia M. Araujo
		 Eduardo Sifuentes
LUBBOCK
15 James T. Collins

		 Anthony Strickland
10 Forrest T. Abell
		 Alan M. Boggs
		 Santiago J. Garcia
5 Patricia L. Barnard
		 Eduardo Mayorga
		 Ronald D. Wilson

LUFKIN
15 Charles Elliott

		 Quentin B. Matthews
10 Kimberly T. Deal
		 Drew S. Higginbotham
		 Audrey A. Nelson

MARITIME
5 Emily R. Hampton
MATERIALS
AND TESTS
25 Graham W. Eudey
15 Miranda D. Unruh
5 Andre Smit
OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY
15 Jimmy L. Thomas Jr.
10 Sidney Maloy
ODESSA
25 Louis B. Lara
20 Griselda Carrasco-Rodriguez
15 Michael R. Nichols
		 Edwin A. Rentas
10 Bernie M. Ramey
		 Juan V. Sanchez
5 Danny Holguin
		 Saul Ontiveros
		 Darryl Robicheaux

PARIS
25 James E. Atkins II
15 Jimmy D. Miller
PHARR
25 Michael G. Quintanilla
10 Antonio L. Moreno
5 Jose Corpus Jr.
PROCUREMENT
5 Rueben R. Cortez
PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING
PROCUREMENT
SERVICES		
25 Clara Carbajal-Sanchez
15 Johnnie Tennie
		 Bing Wang
10 William A. Frees
		 Todd M. Speck

RAIL
10 Susan E. Shaw

2

RIGHT OF WAY
5 Jan Blackwell

		 Horacio Elizondo Jr.
		 Silvia Garcia
		 Richard R. Gooch
		Veronica Y. Velasquez

SAN ANGELO
15 Arnulfo Gonzales
		 Ringo G. Hunt
10 Estella H. Franco

SAN ANTONIO
25 Ishmael C. Trevino
20 Cody M. Kosub
15 Scott D. Armstrong
10 Clinton R. Harbison
		 David O. Herrera
		 John A. Morin
		 Ronnie G. Pruitt Jr.
5 Rene Alvarado III
		 Rudina Berberi

SUPPORT SERVICES
20 Shelli D. Butler
5 David Mercer
TRAFFIC SAFETY
20 Leticia T. von Rossum
10 Robert L. White
5 Heather L. Schmidt
TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING AND
PROGRAMMING
20 Lori A. Morel
TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAMS
20 Stacey D. Worsham
TRAVEL
INFORMATION
20 Lois M. Rodriguez
10 Matt G. Joyce
		 Erin M. Lashlee

TYLER
10 Casey Berryhill

		 Aaron B. Eaton
		 Enson R. Stevenson
5 Levi F. Veazey

WACO
35 James Wagnon
15 Philip D. Newmons Jr.
10 Bradley A. Mayes
5 Charles Pankonien
WICHITA FALLS
15 John L. Rushing
10 James W. Gibbs
YOAKUM
25 Mark A. Wenske
20 Keith A. Dornak
10 Timothy O. Brewer
		 Gabriel Perez Jr.

2022

DECEMBER SERVICE AWARDS
ABILENE
5 Casey Clow

		 Joe L. McGlothlin
		 Jacqueline R. Myrick

AMARILLO
20 Ronnie M. Hathaway Jr.
		 Blair E. Johnson
15 Jerold E. Frizzell
5 Scotty Dodson
		James Watson

AUSTIN
10 Junaid Akhtar
5 Kimberly Culp

		 Robert Lopez
		 Estella V. Miramontez
		 Stefan K. Srnensky
		 Shane Swimm

AVIATION
15 Timothy J. Borgmann
10 Timmy C. Taylor
BEAUMONT
20 James W. Thames
10 Elena M. Barras
		 Melinda P. Huber
5 Wanda M. Burrell
		 Robert G. Smoak

BRIDGE
5 Hayden Porter
BROWNWOOD
5 Robert L. Phillips
BRYAN
40 Curtis L. Beckham
20 Jason L. Tomek
CHILDRESS
20 Steven K. Jones
10 Dan J. Kajs

		 Matthew W. Woolsey

CIVIL RIGHTS
5 Nichole Martinez
CONSTRUCTION
35 Shelli D. Belser
CORPUS CHRISTI
20 Juan C. Marfil
5 Lucia Adame
		 Enrique Martinez
		 Benny C. Trevino

DALLAS
20 Lorenzo R. Martinez

		 Rusty L. Vess
15 Leona L. Aparicio
10 Christopher R. Bewley
		 Michael D. Booze
		 Roger J. Horst
		 James R. Howard
		 Jonathan N. Rich
		Larry Watson

5 David Coppinger
		 William A. Crabtree
		 Ricky Harper

DESIGN
25 Shelby L. Delgado
5 Zenia L. De Leon
EL PASO
5 Jose A. Bocanegra Jr.
		 Jose I. Leos Jr.
		 Francisco J. Taboada

ENVIRONMENTAL
AFFAIRS
15 Summer J. Chandler
10 John H. Young Jr.
5 Meredith Worthen
FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
30 Shelly J. Hanke
FLEET OPERATIONS
25 Thomas H. Holcomb
20 John T. Chandler
10 Juan Gutierrez
FORT WORTH
30 Oscar Chavez
15 Erich C. Brehm
10 John T. Forbes
5 Jack D. Galvin
		 Thomas N. Hite Jr.
		 John Jansing
		Tracy Lane
		 Tae Sun You
		 Jacqueline Willson

HOUSTON
35 Eliza C. Paul

		 Debra Smith
25 Grant Chim
		 Pamela M. Morales
20 Blake L. Labay
		 Cynthia Lee
15 Stella S. Jackson
10 Kevin H. Finstad
		 Glenn C. Lazaro
		 Jose M. Ramos
5 Carlton D. Cirtain
		 Thomas A. Corbett
		 James H. Cox
		 Shane Hubenak
		 Duke Lane
		 Chester J. Osborne III
		 Katherine Spiller
		 Bruce F. Warren

HUMAN RESOURCES
5 Jacqueline Hale
		 Macy A. Pestello

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
15 Alonzo Balderaz Jr.

10 Matthew McCarty
LAREDO
25 Pablo Resendez
LUBBOCK
25 Edward R. Goebel
10 David Castilleja

		 Ricky R. Clem
		 Troy M. Conley
		 Ernest Rocha
		 Pablo B. Saenz Jr.
		 Christopher Salazar
		 Santiago Samarron Jr.
		 Juan Sanchez
		 Camillo Villa

		 Charlene G. Zomaya

PROJECT
FINANCIAL DEBT
AND STRATEGIC
CONTRACTS
15 Anna L. Ramirez
5 Joseph Adams
RIGHT OF WAY
30 Ismael Hernandez
5 Sandra Garcia

		 Chastity Marion
		 Judith-LU D. Robbins
		 Cristy Roberts-Harris
		 Tanner Standley

LUFKIN
20 Shannon Q. Ramos
10 Matthieu J. Harvin

SAN ANGELO
10 Tony M. Dodds

MAINTENANCE
10 Amanda A. Fowler
MATERIALS AND
TESTS
10 Rachel I. Cano
5 Amy C. Melton
OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY
10 Brandon M. Sanders
ODESSA
30 Ector G. Almendarez
25 Robert Ornelas
5 Cheryl C. Richter
PARIS
20 Justin W. Ferguson

SAN ANTONIO
35 Gilberto B. Hernandez
20 Ray Valverde
10 Toni M. Cantu

		 Justin C. Perimon
		 Timothy C. Stewart

		 Daniel G. Taylor
5 David Aikin

PHARR
25 Jennie M. Pedraza
20 Michele Cavazos
5 Jose J. Alvarez

		 Jose A. Chavarria
		 Francisco De Hoyos
		 Jose M. Flores
		 Agustin Ramirez
		 Magdalena Taylor

PROCUREMENT
5 Taylor Blevins
PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING
PROCUREMENT
SERVICES
30 Clifton P. Hallford
20 Rosa E. Lee
15 Edwill J. Butler

		 Levi L. Pavia
5 Angelina F. Adame

		 Lonnie Green III
5 Russell A. Adkins
		 Mario V. Avila

		 Reyes O. Leal Jr.
		 Joshua C. Simons
5 Billy Alvarado

STRATEGIC
PLANNING
5 Matthew W. Weber
SUPPORT SERVICES
10 Artria T. Cumby
TRAFFIC SAFETY
10 Marsha Scott
		 Tikesha L. Smith
5 David McDonald

TRAVEL
INFORMATION
20 Raquel Sanchez
TYLER
20 Michael K. Allen
5 David M. Lindsey
		 Michael G. Smith

WACO
25 David O. Herrell

		 David R. Lemons
10 Eriberto Gomez
		 James B. Mullen
5 Richard Rangel Jr.

YOAKUM
15 Bernard E. Jurena
5 Eliazar Garibay

		 Kelly B. Rother
		 Hollis Ulbricht
		 Derrick W. Walker

January - February 2023 TN

29

2022

MILESTONES
SEPTEMBER RETIREE AWARDS
ABILENE
7 Johnny Dempsey
ALTERNATIVE
DELIVERY
26 Beau B. Buchanan
DALLAS
30 Anthony X. Ragland
EL PASO
23 Sandra De La Canal

FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
10 Cynthia D. Ochoa
FLEET OPERATIONS
12 Alan Ritchey
FORT WORTH
29 Domingo G. Martinez
28 Baldemar Galindo
17 Larry D. Hawkins
LUFKIN
18 Steven C. Hampton

PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING
PROCUREMENT
SERVICES
10 Laura J. Eichner
PHARR
18 Oscar Gallegos
PROCUREMENT
1 Lani Maness
SAN ANGELO
21 Michael A. Cervantez

SUPPORT SERVICES
16 James D. Wilson
7 Mark Alvarez
TOLL OPERATIONS
4 Sheila Reiter
TYLER
26 Mark A. Cincar
WACO
11 Garry A. Diaz

OCTOBER RETIREE AWARDS
AMARILLO
25 Marlon W. Mitchell
AUSTIN
37 Sherman M. Coots III
22 Linda A. Weidenhammer
BROWNWOOD
16 Thomas L. Ischy III
BRYAN
25 Teresa J. Bullock
CHILDRESS
11 Pauletta Kay Sloss

EL PASO
24 Jorge Barragan
FORT WORTH
29 Ronny L. Lehrmann
28 David D. Killingsworth
22 Daniel M. Donahue
GENERAL COUNSEL
10 James R. Bailey
HOUSTON
27 Herrael S. Montalvo Jr.
21 Rafael Cortes
		 Joe G. Segura

HUMAN RESOURCES
9 Laurie A. Conaway
PHARR
17 Carlos R. Arellano
RIGHT OF WAY
26 Tammy R. Hudson
SUPPORT SERVICES
20 Alfred O. Bachor
10 Kurt R. Ohnesorge
TRAVEL
INFORMATION
34 Jan Autry

TYLER
28 Jimmy C. Stripling
18 Harold W. Buskell
YOAKUM
28 Dennis Cano

IN MEMORIAM
COMMUNICATIONS
DIVISION
Christopher Bishop

Public Information Officer
Date of Death: 12/17/2022
Years of Service: 26
Retired: 2022

HOUSTON DISTRICT
Gary K. Trietsch

Houston District Engineer
Date of Death: 11/07/2022
Retired: 2008
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Brittany O’Connor

Jane Reding

PARIS DISTRICT

WACO DISTRICT

General Engineering Technician
Date of Death: 10/19/2022
Years of Service: 7
Support Services Division

General Transportation Technician
Date of Death: 8/26/2022
Years of Service: 11

Records Coordinator
Date of Death: 11/28/2022
Years of Service: 4

Denise Berrios

Contract Specialist
Date of Death: 11/23/2022
Years of Service: 13

Korie Brison

2

COMMUTING IN
Houston is easier with new mobility app
HOUSTON DISTRICT

T

he new Houston ConnectSmart mobility app provides regional commuters
with multimodal travel options and best travel routes using an array
of transportation services available in the Houston area. The launch in
September featured Texas Transportation Commissioner Laura Ryan,
Houston District Engineer Eliza Paul, Houston City Councilmember David Robinson
and transportation officials from METRO, Conroe, Fort Bend County, Brazoria County
and Harris County.
The app provides access to all transit options in the Houston area on one convenient
platform, including routes by car, bus, rail, bicycle, foot, carpool or transit. Users can
get real-time traffic updates and find tailored route suggestions and even purchase,
store and redeem digital transit tickets. n

TxDOT photo

A new app is available
for Houston drivers.

YOUR TURN
What’s something new you’d like to learn in 2023?
FORT WORTH DISTRICT
TxDOT photo

JILLIAN NORTH

BUSINESS SERVICES COORDINATOR

“I have always been interested in
beekeeping, and I just received a
beginner beekeeping kit. I’m very
excited to take some classes and
get started.” n

PHARR DISTRICT
TxDOT photo

LYNNETTE VILLARREAL
RESOURCE SUPPORT SPECIALIST,
LEAD WORKER

“I’m excited and curious to learn
everything that there is to know
about inventory. I realize this is
not just checking the box to assets
in our possession. There is a lot
more to it. Learning is growth.” n

BROWNWOOD DISTRICT
TxDOT photo

HANNAH ANTER

ENGINEERING ASSISTANT

“In 2023, I would like to learn to
speak the Finnish language fluently. My mother is from Finland,
so it would be awesome to speak
to my European relatives in their
native language.” n
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