
 

    

ALWAYS 
READY 
No matter what storms come 

to Texas, TxDOT is always there 
to help drivers stay safe. 
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MY TURN 

Keeping Texas connected 
with a Multimodal 

Transportation System 
MARC WILLIAMS  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

A 
t TxDOT, we’re more than just roads and 
bridges. Our world-class transportation 
system includes many other modes of 
transportation such as rail, aviation, 

maritime and transit to help get people and products 
where they need to go. 

Texas has more than 10,500 miles of freight rail 
throughout the state, ranking number one by mileage 
nationally. We have three major railroad companies 
operating within Texas, 55 short-line railroads and 
three intercity passenger rail service routes provided 
by Amtrak. Our Rail Division helps plan rail projects, 
monitor potential rail-line abandonments and oversees 
rail-highway safety inspections. As part of our statewide 
railroad support, the division also helps manage the 
South Orient Railroad on behalf of the State of Texas. 

Our Aviation Division oversees the management 
of state and federal grants as well as the planning and 
management of capital improvement projects at the 
nearly 300 general aviation airports throughout the 
state. These general aviation airports represent a critical 
link in our transportation system, especially for many of 
the rural and small communities that they serve. 

Texas has 20 unique seaports along the Gulf Coast and 
ranks first in the nation for the amount of waterborne 
commerce that moves through its ports. Our Maritime 
Division facilitates port connectivity projects, highlights 
the significant economic impact of Texas ports while 
serving as a resource to them and works to increase 
use of the 379 miles of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 
within Texas. This division also promotes waterborne 
transportation and related intermodal projects essential 
to maintaining Texas’ economic competitiveness. 

The Corpus Christi and Houston districts manage the 
Corpus Christi-Port Aransas ferry and the Galveston-
Port Bolivar ferry routes, which operate 24 hours 

TxDOT photo 

a day, 365 days a year, weather permitting. These 
ferries transport more than eight million vehicles and 
passengers annually. 

Last year, nearly 175 million riders used public transit 
across the state. The Public Transportation Division 
supports a network of mobility options for people who 
use alternatives to driving alone in their vehicle. The 
division oversees a combination of annual state and 
federal grant programs totaling more than $200 million, 
while supporting transit services and bicyclist and 
pedestrian infrastructure construction throughout the 
state. The division also provides financial, technical and 
coordination assistance to the state’s 68 rural and urban 
public transit providers and manages the State Safety 
Oversight program to improve rail transit safety. 

Whether improving our roads and bridges, supporting 
our seaports and railways, or enhancing bike and 
pedestrian travel, our many modes of transportation help 
us fulfill our mission of “Connecting You With Texas.” n 
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SHINING STARS 
Across the state, TxDOT employees go above and beyond. 

Team effort returns lost 
keys to grateful owner 

ABILENE DISTRICT 

I 
t’s an everyday occurrence on Texas highways. 
Motorists stop to take a break, stretch their 
legs and take advantage of one of TxDOT’s 
76 safety rest areas. But a routine rest break 

turned into a stressful case of missing keys for one 
traveler late last year. 

Laura Whitley was a passenger in her husband’s car 
when she discovered her keys were missing. They had 
stopped at several safety rest areas along I-20, and she 
knew she had likely misplaced them during one of those 
stops. To make things worse, the keyring included both 
sets of keys to her own car. 

With the amount of traffic that rolls through TxDOT’s 
safety rest areas, the chances of recovering the lost 
keys were slim. Each rest area can see an average of 30 
to more than 1,800 vehicles passing through each day. 
Still, Whitley knew it was worth a shot, and she started 
making calls. 

When the Callahan County maintenance office 
heard from Whitley, the team put the word out and 
eventually found a set of lost keys at the county’s 
westbound I-20 safety rest area. Stephanie Watson, 
transportation maintenance crew chief, recovered 
the keys with the help of Ronnie Wright, general 
transportation technician, and James Kelly Line, 
equipment operator. 

“You would be surprised what you find laying around 
that people have lost,” Watson said. “I wish more people 
knew to call us.” 

After Watson had the keys in hand, Wendy Edwards, 
maintenance support technician, contacted Whitley to 
see if they matched hers. Luckily, they did. 

TxDOT photo 

Maintenance Section Supervisor Chris Bingham (left) and 
Maintenance Support Technician Wendy Edwards were 
part of a team effort to return lost car keys to their owner. 

Getting the keys back to their owner still wasn’t easy. 
Edwards had to call several times, but she didn’t give 
up and finally reached Whitley with the good news. 
Edwards knew that a small effort on her part could 
make a big difference for the traveling public. 

“We want them to know that we’re here for them if 
they need us,” Edwards said. 

Chris Bingham, Callahan County’s maintenance 
section supervisor, mailed the keys back to Whitley 
after they confirmed ownership. Bingham said he 
was proud of his team for coming together to follow 
through on a good deed. 

“We just want to do the best for the Texans we serve,” 
Bingham said. 

Whitley later wrote to the Abilene District that this 
small act of service was no small thing to her. 

“I’m quite sure that TxDOT renders many kindnesses 
to those of us who travel Texas highways daily,” Whitley 
wrote. “So, on behalf of all of us, thanks again for all you 
do to make our travel safe and secure.”   n 

Send information or any thank-you emails, letters or calls you or your colleagues receive to TxDOT@TxDOT.gov so we 
can recognize TxDOT employee achievements. n 
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 LAREDO EQUIPMENT SHOP 
helps with crucial DPS project 

LAREDO DISTRICT 

T 
he Laredo equipment shop in the Fleet Operations Division 
recently helped the Texas Department of Public Safety with 
a project to install ballistic glass in 105 patrol units. 

Shop staff helped with storing and transporting supplies 
for the contracted installer and adjusted their hours to allow access to 
the shop when needed. District warehouse employees also helped with 
storing and securing supplies. 

Throughout the project, shop employees rotated schedules, often 
arriving at 6:30 a.m. to allow troopers to drop off vehicles and open shop 
bays for the contractor to begin work at 7 a.m. They also stayed after 
hours at times to accommodate DPS needs. Fleet Operations employees 
worked closely with the installer and DPS to ensure they had supplies 
and parts to expedite the installations. At the project’s completion, shop 
employees helped load and ship back the remaining inventory. The Laredo 
shop’s customer service allowed the project to finish ahead of schedule. 

“Without TxDOT’s assistance we would not have been able to 
accomplish the installation of the ballistic windshields in such an efficient 
and expedited manner,” said Lt. Cornelio Flores III of the Laredo DPS 
Highway Patrol Division. “The installers were extremely appreciative for 
the assistance and accommodations. The installation was completed two 
weeks ahead of schedule without any issues or delays.” 

“This project was very important to DPS,” said Equipment Supervisor 
J.J. Villarreal. “Getting to work with Lt. Flores and hearing some of the 
firsthand stories educated us on the topic and heightened the sense of 
urgency for our support to their department and the project. We remained 
flexible and adjusted our schedules to help meet their important needs.” n 

TxDOT photo 

Equipment Mechanic Juan Felipe 
“Johnny” Cruz moves supplies for 
a contractor to install ballistic glass 
on DPS patrol units. 

TxDOT photo 

The Fleet Operations Division’s Laredo equipment shop provided two bays for a DPS contractor to install ballistic 
glass in patrol units. 
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I AM A n n n UTILITY COORDINATOR 

ODESSA DISTRICT 

O 
nyinye Nweke, utility coordinator with the Odessa District, was born in Anambra, 
Nigeria, and is now a resident of Odessa. Nweke joined TxDOT in 2019 as a traffic 
systems specialist before becoming a utility coordinator. She liked that TxDOT 
offers work/life balance opportunities and she wanted to work where her skills 

could contribute positively to the Texas transportation system. Nweke is married with two 
young children. She graduated from the Institute of Management and Technology in Nigeria 
in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in electrical/electronic engineering. When not working, she 
enjoys spending time with her family, traveling, making beaded jewelry, singing and listening to 
contemporary and Afrobeat gospel music. 

WHAT IS A UTILITY COORDINATOR? 
A utility coordinator performs technical work related to new utility installations, state and/or 

federally funded utility adjustments and relocations. I establish liaisons and coordinate activities 
between the department, federal agencies, utility companies and other entities. I also implement 
and interpret department policies and procedures related to utility adjustments, relocations, 
negotiations, reimbursements and compliance with applicable state and federal laws. 

WHAT DO YOU FIND REWARDING ABOUT YOUR JOB? 
The rewarding part of being a utility coordinator within TxDOT is working with public and private 

utilities to ensure they comply with department policies and procedures to accommodate right-
of way and roadway improvements. I also enjoy assisting with compliance reviews and working 
directly with affected utility owners. However, the ultimate reward is seeing the positive impact on 
transportation and communities in Texas. 

WHAT DOES YOUR DAY TO-DAY LOOK LIKE? 
As a utility coordinator, my day-to-day activities involve developing and maintaining 

communication and cooperation with utility representatives and other entities, resolving 
utility conflicts or problems and monitoring the installation or removal of utilities. In addition, 
I review new utility installation permits, attend regulatory meetings regarding utilities in 
roadway construction projects and work closely with many offices within TxDOT. I often work 
with area engineers, construction, maintenance and district design divisions. 

WHAT DO YOU FIND CHALLENGING ABOUT YOUR JOB? 
The challenging part of my job varies as each project differs from the other, requiring 

creative solutions for relocation and protection of existing utilities within TxDOT right of 
way. Additionally, reviewing and processing new utility installation permits and leases within 
the construction time frame is also challenging. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT YOUR DISTRICT? 
The thing I like most about the Odessa District is the challenge of working on complex 

projects that have a positive impact on so many different people. Being part of a team 
dedicated to maintaining and improving the state’s transportation system is extremely 
rewarding and it is exciting to see the results of the work we do. Additionally, it is encouraging 
to be involved in so many processes geared towards “Connecting You With Texas.” n 
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ONYINYE NWEKE 

The ultimate reward is 
seeing the positive impact 

on transportation and 
communities in Texas. 
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 COVER STORY 

WEATHER ALERT! 
When TxDOT steps up to serve 

TxDOT photo 

The DriveTexas.org team provides up-to-date travel-related information about highway conditions that are crucial 
during an emergency like the ice storm earlier this year:  (l to r) Aaron Branson, Marissa Barrera, Elizabeth Watson, 
Martha Martin, Sarah Berryhill and Manuel Ramon. 

E 
very Texan has heard the saying “If you 
don’t like the weather, just wait a minute.” 
During winter, we brace for ice storms 
and snow. Springtime in the Lone Star 

State can be unpredictable with destructive f lash 
floods and tornadoes. While summer and fall offer 
a welcome respite from the cold, hurricane season 
descends upon us, bringing powerful winds and 
heavy rain that can devastate entire communities. No 
matter what severe weather throws our way, every 
district and division at TxDOT is ready to respond to 
emergencies, ensuring the safety and well-being of 
our fellow Texans. 

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 
While hurricane season runs from June 1 to Nov. 30, 

preparations are made year-round, so TxDOT is prepared 
when hurricanes make landfall. Crews, equipment, and 
resources are sent to staging areas prior to a storm’s 
arrival and filter in to impacted districts within hours of a 
storm making landfall. Districts not directly impacted by 
the storm send crews to assist with clean up and backfill 
for those districts that are impacted. 

TxDOT divisions also play a critical role, especially 
the Maintenance, Fleet Operations, Support Services, 
Occupational Safety, Traffic Safety, Communications 
and Travel Information divisions. 

8 May - June 2023 TN 



  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

DRIVETEXAS.ORG 
DriveTexas.org plays a key part in keeping the public 

informed when severe weather hits. The website 
provides up-to-date highway conditions information 
on an interactive map. 

The Travel Information Division maintains 
DriveTexas.org, with district personnel updating it 
24/7. The site displays closures, flooding, ice, snow, 
construction and even special events closures. 

Travel Information counselors across the state also 
step up during emergencies to answer the DriveTexas.org 
1-800 number. Counselors answer the line seven days 

TxDOT photo 

Dallas District crews work to treat roads during icy 
conditions in February in Denton County. 

a week, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 360 days a year, and extend 
those hours during emergencies. An interactive voice 
response system handles after-hours callers, making 
the system available around the clock. 

During Winter Storm Mara earlier this year, 
DriveTexas.org saw increased traffic and travel counselors 
also experienced an increase in calls. The peak visit day 
was Jan. 31, with more than 480,000 visits to the site. 

WINTER STORM RESPONSE 
All 25 districts responded to Winter Storm Mara in 

early 2023 — with many crossing over district lines 
to help their neighbors. Crews pretreated and deiced 
roadways, treated areas around local hospitals and fire 
stations, and brought in materials and equipment to 
support these efforts. TxDOT crews used nearly 4 million 
gallons of liquid brine during the 24/7 operation. 

This was also the first major weather event 
coordinated from the new Emergency Operations 
Center at the Stassney Campus. 

TxDOT photo 

Photos of crews working posted to social media like 
this one from the Brownwood District help get the 
word out to the public during storms. 

In the past, hurricanes have been the most common 
disaster to require TxDOT to deploy an emergency call 
center. According to the Travel Information Division, 
most people call for information about highway 
conditions, accommodations and food and water 
distribution centers. 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 
During severe weather events, the Media Relations 

Section within the Communications Division also helps 
spread the word across the state using the agency’s 
social media accounts. Activities include stopping all 
unrelated posts and coordinating with the agency’s 
public information officers to ensure the media and 
public have the most updated information. The team 
shares messages from districts statewide and posts 
updates throughout the duration of the storms. They 
also inform the public with updates on what TxDOT is 
doing days before severe weather is expected. 

Social media posts sent during Winter Storm Mara 
had a huge impact and reached 2.7 million Texans, 
which is well over TxDOT’s monthly average for 
social media engagement. TxDOT received an influx 
of positive responses to these social media posts, as 
well as retweets and tweets from Texas lawmakers 
directing people to follow TxDOT for the latest 
weather updates. 

Responding to severe weather is an agencywide 
effort across divisions and districts. When storms hit, 
TxDOT meets challenges head on to keep Texans safe 
and informed.   n 
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ATLANTA DISTRICT 
embraces new 
safety slogan 

District these days since a recent public 
service announcement encouraged everyone 
to “Take two seconds to buckle up.” Now an 

idea from the district’s own employees has shifted the 
focus to internal safety concerns. 

Employees voted on a new safety slogan at the 
district’s Safety and Wellness Day. The entry “For every 
two, take two,” received the most votes out of 16 entries. 

Mitch Jackson, equipment operator for the 
Atlanta District, said the slogan is a reminder to 
take a mental regroup. “Every two hours, take two 
minutes, reevaluate.” 

“We implemented ‘every two hours, take two 
minutes,’ because our jobs are changing throughout 
the day,” Jackson said. “It means a lot to special crews 
because we want to do a safe job, and we want to make 
sure we’re taking care of each other.” 

“When we reevaluate, we are looking at both internal 
and external traffic control plans,” Atlanta District 
Engineer Rebecca Wells explained. “We want to make 
sure both our operations and internal traffic control 
get adjusted and reevaluated as much as the external 
traffic control for the traveling public.” 

For Terrance Cannon, transportation maintenance 
crew chief, the new slogan gives everyone time to get 
off the machines, refocus and get back to work. 

“We can get to used to doing the same thing,” Cannon 
said. “Sometimes it’s easy to not pay attention to that 
one thing that may not be in the ordinary.” 

“Safety is the most important thing — and it’s 
intentional,” Wells said. “We all want to go home to our 
families at the end of each day, and we’re going to do An Atlanta District crew takes two minutes with 
our part to make sure that happens.” n contractors to discuss bridge channel maintenance. 

wo is a popular number in the Atlanta 

T 

ATLANTA DISTRICT 

TxDOT photo 
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SPREADING THE SAFE 
DRIVING MESSAGE TO 

Boy Scouts 

ast December, Stephen Kasberg, a scoutmaster 
and director of maintenance in the Waco 

see irresponsible behavior. He stressed that vigilance and 
vocalization of safety hazards is how change takes place. L 

WACO DISTRICT 

District, presented about traffic safety to 
his son’s Boy Scouts of America troop. The 

presentation would help the scouts earn a Traffic Safety 
merit badge, which is not an easy feat. It’s a multi-step 
process that includes assignments like listing five common 
driving distractions, identifying five safety features found 
in cars besides safety belts, explaining how to check 
tire pressure and replace windshield wipers, and even 
interviewing a law enforcement officer about their top 
three traffic safety concerns. 

Kasberg’s presentation was interactive. He included 
memes and pop culture references to relate to the 11-to-15-
year-old age group, who aren’t yet driving. Kasberg taught 
them about distracted driving, the importance of wearing 
seatbelts and being vocal with friends and family if you 

Kasberg said he is passionate about traffic safety and 
wanted to instill this message into young minds before 
they reach driving age, noting that this group of Boy 
Scouts were all born after the last deathless day on Texas 
roadways: Nov. 7, 2000. 

“We will have a hard time getting to zero deaths on 
Texas roads without engaging the next generation of 
drivers before they get behind the wheel,” Kasberg said. 

Kasberg said the boys were curious and asked lots of 
questions. In fact, during the next Boy Scouts meeting, 
some parents said their sons had pointed out driving 
behaviors they needed to correct. 

Kasberg said he looks forward to continuing to work 
with his son’s Troop to make the roads safer by positively 
influencing future drivers. n 

TxDOT photo 

Waco Director of Maintenance and Scoutmaster Stephen Kasberg teaches his son’s Boy Scouts troop about traffic safety to 
help them earn their Traffic Safety merit badges. 
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FEATURE STORY 

KNOW 
BEFORE 
YOU GO 
with Travel Central 

I 
f you’re about to travel for work, head over to the 
Financial Management Division’s Travel Central page on 
Crossroads for answers to all your travel and expense-
report questions. 

ON TRAVEL CENTRAL, YOU’LL FIND: 
• Reservations: Get information about the state-contracted 

services TxDOT uses to reserve hotels, flights and vehicle rentals. 
Also learn the steps for making group reservations in Hotel 
Engine and setting up a Southwest Business, or SWABIZ, account. 

• Rates & Contract Services: Find current rates for meals, 
lodging, mileage, airfare and vehicle rentals. 

• Travel & Expense Training: Get training about travel expenses. 
The “Creating the Expense Report” PDF is especially helpful, or 
you can take the short, online “Creating an Expense Report in 
PeopleSoft” class. Search “DEV380” in the “Find Learning” field 
in PeopleSoft to enroll. 

• Travel Resources: Find state policies and procedures, guides, 
tips and more — like answers to questions related to expense 
reports and cash advances. 

• Queries and Reports: Track details like average wait times 
and who your expense report is with using a software called 
Tableau. You don’t need a special login. Just use your network 
password to access. 

• Forms: Access all the forms you may need, with the “Expense 
Certification” topping the list of most popular. This is useful if 
you ever need to submit an expense report for someone else. 

• Contacts: Find links to both your designated travel coordinator and 
the overall travel payment contacts for the Financial Management 
Division. Your travel coordinator is your first point of contact for 
all things travel, so be sure to contact them before making any 
arrangements. They’ll help you find the best prices and even review 
your expense reports for common errors before submission. The 
Financial Management Division contacts can be helpful, too, if your 
travel coordinator is not available. 

14 May - June 2023 TN 
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The new Travel Central page on Crossroads can 
answer travel questions. 

Travel Central includes links to 
services to reserve hotels, flights 
and vehicle rentals. 

Included in the Financial Management 
Division contacts are the expense-report pre-pay 
auditors the folks who process expense 
reports. They sometimes send expense reports 
back if something is missing or incorrect and 
assist the travel coordinators with travel 
policies and procedures. 

“We’re the messengers and we’re here to 
help,” said Sylvia Mraz, employee payments 
manager in the Financial Management Division. 
“Expense reports have to be 100% right or we 
can’t legally approve them, since we get audited by 
the Texas Comptroller’s Office. Help us help you by 
visiting Travel Central for the latest travel 
information, so that you get your reimbursement 
as quickly as possible.” 

If you have any questions about travel 
expenses, visit Travel Central or contact the travel 
coordinator for your district or division.   n 
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AMARILLO DISTRICT 

the Amarillo District 

e wanted to be a pilot. An aerial spray pilot 
taking care of agriculture’s pesky bugs from H TxDOT photo 

BRADY HART 
FOLLOWS IN HIS 
grandfather’s footsteps in 

above. He even studied chemical engineering 
at the University of Oklahoma. But life took 

him on a different path and he ended up following in the 
family tradition at TxDOT. 

Brady Hart, maintenance section assistant with the 
Amarillo District, planned to go to flight school. He 
met the requirements, but a recruiter took the wind 
out of his sails by saying he was too tall and would be 
uncomfortable in the cockpit. So, off to Amarillo College 
and West Texas A&M University Hart went to study 
Business Administration. 

In 2007, he married his high school sweetheart, Nikki, 
and they moved to Gruver where she teaches high 
school biology. Hart worked in the oilfields for nearly 
eight years, but always being on the road was wearing 
on him. One day, he saw a “Now Hiring” message board 
and that’s when he met one of several people who would 
be the wind beneath his wings. Janet Williams was the 
Gruver maintenance section supervisor at the time and 
encouraged Brady to apply with TxDOT online. 

“I owe so much to Janet Williams and Donnie 
Osbourne,” Hart said. “Both have been mentors to me.” 

Williams now serves as business services manager at 
Amarillo District Headquarters and Osbourne retired in 
2021 after 37 years with TxDOT. 

“It has been such an amazing ride,” said Hart, who 
started his TxDOT career in 2015. 

It’s a ride he was probably destined to take. His 
grandad, Johnny Clint Stepp, worked nearly 32 years for 
TxDOT in maintenance operations. 

“It’s neat for me to be at the same section where he 
started,” Hart said. “Before coming to work here, I had 
zero ideas about TxDOT except what my granddad did. 
He always nudged me in this direction.” 

Brady Hart found his place to soar in the Amarillo District. 

He adds that he owes his work ethic to his father and 
grandparents and normally has a Plan A, B and C for 
weeks in advance. 

“We emphasize safety and put the pieces in place so 
we can come home after a safe and productive day,” Hart 
said. “I like the fact that we serve the public in everything 
we do from a full-blown seal coat to snow removal to 
mowing and weed eating. We impact people’s lives every 
single day in some form or fashion.” n 
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FEATURE STORY 

SNAPSHOT  
OF SUCCESS: 

Progress Report tracks
TxDOT’s work 

TxDOT photo 

TxDOT is working to make Texas roads more efficient and safer for drivers. 

D 
uring the 2023 Texas Transportation Forum 
in Austin, Texas Transportation Commission 
Chairman J. Bruce Bugg Jr. presented the 
agency’s Progress Report. This report 

highlights the great work that TxDOT does to deliver on 
its mission of “Connecting You With Texas.” 

Priority number one for the agency is always safety. In 
pursuit of TxDOT’s goal of zero deaths by 2050, TxDOT 
invested $2 billion for 3,900 highway safety improvement 
projects from 2015 to 2022. In addition, the Commission 
created a safety task force with the state’s metropolitan 
planning organizations to work with TxDOT on strategies 
and plans for safety initiatives. TxDOT also launched the 
online Traffic Safety Data Portal, which provides insights 
into crash data. 

The report also provides information on Propositions 
1 and 7, which were approved overwhelmingly by voters 

and provide dedicated funding for transportation needs 
across the state. These funding sources provide about 
40% of Texas’ total project funding over the next 10 years. 

The Texas Clear Lanes Project continues to provide 
congestion relief in Texas’ five major metro areas: 
Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio. 
From 2015 to 2022, Texas Clear Lanes completed 13 projects. 
Twenty-seven projects are under construction and 58 more 
are planned. 

Rural Texas is home to 10% of the state’s population, 
but 47% of the Texas land mass. TxDOT has increased 
funding for rural projects by 600% since 2015, bringing 
the total funding to $14 billion. TxDOT has completed 267 
rural connectivity projects — totaling $4.7 billion — with 
another 148 currently under construction. TxDOT has 
also invested $600 million for transportation needs in the 
state’s energy sector in the Permian Basin. 
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TxDOT’s Progress Report highlights the agency’s great work. 

TxDOT is about more than roads and the report 
includes investments in multimodal transportation. Since 
2015, TxDOT has invested more than $1.5 billion for rural 
and small urban transit systems and helped secure nearly 
$578 million in grants for 300 general aviation airports. 
The agency is also investing $140 million for projects in 
16 public ports while dedicating $11.5 million for repairs 
and improvements at highway rail crossings. 

To develop automated and connected vehicle systems 
in Texas, TxDOT has joined more than 230 partnerships, 
both public and private. This drive toward more efficient 
connectivity and a need to innovate has led to more than 
50 connected and automated vehicle tests and deployments 
since 2018. Furthermore, the TxDOT Urban Air Mobility 
Advisory Committee is developing new aerial systems to 
move goods and people throughout Texas skies. 

The report also mentions the Unified Transportation 
Program in which some of these plans are detailed out 
further. However, this Progress Report provides a snapshot 
of all the good work TxDOT has done and will continue to 
do to keep our roads safe, efficient and effective. 

To see the Progress Report, visit TxDOT.gov/ 
progressreport. For more about the Texas Transportation 
Forum, see the story on page 26. n 

TxDOT photo 

The Progress Report provides information on TxDOT’s efforts 
in the energy sector of Texas as well as other areas. 
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JOURNEY TO WELLNESS 

Pressure Check: 
Monitoring your blood 

pressure regularly 

B 
lood pressure units provided in every TxDOT 
office across the state give employees an 
important tool for monitoring their health. 

Many people do not check their blood 
pressure regularly until it becomes a concern. However, 
monitoring blood pressure is a crucial step in preventing 
health problems related to high blood pressure. 

High blood pressure, or hypertension, affects about 
one in three adults in the U.S. Based on TxDOT’s top 
medical claims data from our health plan, high blood 
pressure is also a top medical concern at the agency. 
The condition occurs when the force of blood against 
the walls of the arteries is too high, which can damage 
blood vessels, the heart and other organs over time. 
High blood pressure often has no symptoms but can lead 
to heart attack, stroke, kidney disease and vision loss. It 
is sometimes called the “silent killer.” 

Patricia Roberts, administrative assistant with the 
Austin District, first had a high blood pressure reading 
while donating blood at the Austin District Wellness Fair 
last year. She was surprised by the reading but wrote it 
off as a fluke as many people often do. 

Earlier this year, Roberts got another high reading 
at work while participating in a wellness program. This 
time, with the urging of the wellness team, she took her 
reading seriously. She visited her doctor and started 
taking her blood pressure daily. She has now made 
changes to her lifestyle, such as reducing her salt intake 
and taking medication to control her blood pressure. 

“If it wasn’t for the office reading, I think my high 
blood pressure would have gone undetected for most 
of the year,” Roberts said. “Prior to getting my blood 
pressure reading at work, my blood pressure was not 
checked on a regular basis.” 

Luckily, regular blood pressure monitoring can be as 
simple as using the blood pressure unit in your office. 
It only takes a few minutes, and you can do it as often 
as you like. You can also check your blood pressure 

TxDOT photo 

Patricia Roberts monitors her blood pressure with one of 
the units provided for employees in every TxDOT office 
across the state. 

at home using a home blood pressure monitor. The 
American Heart Association recommends checking your 
blood pressure at least once a year if it is normal (less 
than 120/80 mm Hg) and more often if it is high (above 
120/80 mm Hg). 

The TxDOT Wellness Program will launch a “Pressure 
Down” Blood Pressure Challenge this summer. The 
challenge encourages employees to regularly take their 
blood pressure while learning about hypertension and 
earning prizes along the way. More information will 
come soon.   n 

Contact your local 
Wellness Program 
Coordinator to learn 
about the wellness 
program and start 
your journey today! 
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CORPUS CHRISTI DISTRICT 

Paula Sales-Evans 

Paula Sales-Evans 
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EMPLOYEE Q&A 

DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION  
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Paula Sales-Evans started in the Corpus Christi District 
in 1980 as a summer intern, returning for three more 
summers before she started full time in 1984 as an 
engineering assistant. After getting her engineering 
license in 1989, she became a design engineer, and was 
promoted to supervisor of the design group after three 
years. She later became the first project development 
engineer for her district. In 2002, she moved to her 
current position, which she’s held for 20 years. Outside 
of work, she enjoys classic rock, quilting and spending 
time with her husband, two daughters and four pets. 

Favorite classic rock band? 
It’s hard to pick, but the last concert I went to was 
Elton John and Billy Joel.  

If you could travel anywhere in the world, 
where would it be and why? 
All the destinations where the World Cup is 
happening in soccer. I love the Women’s National 
Team! I got hooked on soccer when my girls both 
played it in school. 

What do you like about your current position? 
I like making a difference through public service. By 
improving safety and connectivity, we try to help 
the traveling public make their trips more enjoyable 
and efficient. They call me a mother hen at work. 
Hopefully, because I really care about everyone. 

What about TxDOT has kept you around  
for 40 years?  
It wasn’t even called TxDOT when I started. It was 
the State Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation. I really enjoy what I do, or I wouldn’t 
still be here. It’s sort of like putting together a big 
jigsaw puzzle. You take a lot of data, design criteria 
and environmental features and try to put everything 
together to make a good project. 

When did you start quilting?  
In 2020, I decided to become a quilter and then 
immediately jumped into a huge project: making 
a full-sized, photo-history quilt for my folk’s 60th 
wedding anniversary. Go big or go home, I like to say. 
My current quilt-project is a Texas State University 
quilt for one of my daughters. 

Cats or dogs?  
Both. We have a black cat named Blackberry, who 
thinks she’s a dog. We also have a German shepherd 
named Layla, a yellow lab named Panzer and a 
poochon named Gracie Lou.   

Favorite food? 
Kolaches that I make myself. I got the recipe from 
Texas Highways back when they used to include 
those, and I’ve been making them ever since. TxDOT 
has touched a lot of my life — even my recipes. n 
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I-35 Capital Express North project breaks ground 
The Austin District was joined by Texas Transportation Commission Chairman 

J. Bruce Bugg Jr., Commissioner Robert Vaughn and other officials to break ground 
on the I-35 Capital Express North project in March. This is the second of three 
projects in the I-35 Capital Express Program to begin construction. 

“Today is an important day to reduce traffic congestion along the I-35 corridor in 
the Austin area, which is one of the most congested segments of roadway in Texas,” 
said Bugg. “The improvements we’re making are a part of Gov. Abbott’s vision to 
clear traffic logjams and get Texans moving quickly again.” 

This $606 million Texas Clear Lanes project will construct one high-occupancy-
vehicle managed lane in each direction along I-35 from SH 45 North to U.S. 290 
East. The project will also reconstruct six bridges, add a diverging diamond 
interchange at Wells Branch Parkway, reconstruct entrance and exit ramps, add 
intersection bypass lanes and construct shared-use paths throughout the corridor. 

The contractor for the project is Pulice Construction, Inc. Construction is 
anticipated to be complete in late 2028.   n 

TxDOT photo 

Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg Jr. 
(fifth from left), Commissioner Robert 
Vaughn (second from right) and other 
officials break ground on the I-35 Capital 
Express North project. 

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 

Encouraging drivers to Move 
Over/Slow Down 

In an effort to urge Texans to follow the Move 
Over/Slow Down law, the Media Relations Section 
in the Communications Division envisioned a video 
showing all the vehicles included in the law. That 
can be tricky because it requires coordinating with 
multiple people and state agencies. However, the 
team chose something even more challenging: 
they got all the vehicles together in the same 
spot on the same day. They did it with some 
cross-agency help. A video featuring all the vehicles included in the Move Over/ 

TxDOT photo 

Working closely with the Media Production Slow Down law took quite a lot of coordination. 
team in the Creative Services Section in the 
Communications Division, the Media Relations team brought together New Braunfels Utility, New Braunfels Fire 
Department, Texas Department of Public Safety, New Braunfels Towing, New Braunfels Police Department and 
TxDOT’s HERO program in early March. They were able to plan out a safe way to get multiple videos of all the vehicles 
lined up together off a county road near New Braunfels. The production was so big, everyone joked the only thing 
missing was a craft services table. 

The goal of the video, posted on TxDOT’s Facebook page in April, is to remind drivers to reduce their speed by 20 
mph below the speed limit or move over one lane from the closest emergency personnel, utility worker, TxDOT crew 
or tow-truck driver. This partnership is a perfect example of how different parts of the agency can work together to 
do great things.   n 
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Annual financial report wins award 
The Government Finance Officers Association recognized the Financial 

Management Division with its award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Popular Annual Financial Reporting for the division’s Popular Annual 
Financial Report for the fiscal year that ended Aug. 31, 2021. 

The award represents a significant achievement. In order to be 
eligible for the PAFR Award, an agency must also submit its annual 
comprehensive financial report to the association’s Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting Program and receive 
the Certificate for the current fiscal year. Each eligible report is reviewed 
by judges who evaluate the report based on the following categories: 
reader appeal, understandability, distribution methods, creativity and 
other elements. 

Congratulations to the Financial Management Division!   n 
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The Financial Management Division was recognized for its 2021 Popular 
Annual Financial Report: Standing (l to r): Charlie Ulloa, Roopa Yarlagadda, 
Arthur Levine, Alexis Luong, Hithem Abelgasim, Demetria McGee and 
Jeremy Gardner. Kneeling: Kristiana Lingurovski, Guadalupe Mata, Megan 
Lowary, Ning Chen and Eddie Nanez. Not pictured: Brian King, Brittany 
Norris, Robert Snipes, Van Harvey, Matt Walajtys, Latrica Good, Juan “Jack” 
Herrera, Kay Braden and Becky Wood. 

Global Accessibility Awareness Day in May 
Global Accessibility Awareness Day is May 18 and TxDOT will host a 

day of virtual activities. Topics include working with Adobe Experience 
Manager, accessibility testing and much more. Digital accessibility refers 
to the inclusive practice of removing barriers that prevent interaction 
with, or access to, websites, digital tools and technologies by people 
with disabilities. Registration closes on May 16. Visit the Information 
Technology Division’s homepage on Crossroads for more information.   n 

Record $100 billion 
plan proposed for 
projects across  
the state 

Gov. Greg Abbott and TxDOT are 
proposing a record 10-year $100 
billion transportation plan that will 
increase the number of projects 
to improve congestion, maintain 
roadways and increase safety 
across the state. This is estimated 
to be $15 billion more than the 
2023 Unif ied Transportation 
Program and is based on the record 
projected revenue for the state, 
derived primarily from growth in 
Proposition 1 revenues generated by 
oil and gas severance fees dedicated 
to highway improvements. 

This unprecedented investment 
in the 2024 UTP would also increase 
funding in vital areas, including 
safety, energy sector, rural and urban 
connectivity, border infrastructure, 
maintenance and preservation. 

“I’m proud to announce a record 
$100 billion plan to strengthen 
and improve our transportation 
infrastructure,” Gov. Abbott said. 
“Under TxDOT’s 2024 Unified 
Transportation Program, we will 
dedicate critical funds to bolster 
our major roadway infrastructure to 
address the unique needs of Texans 
in rural, urban and metropolitan 
communities. This 10-year plan will 
further jumpstart our economy and 
keep Texas the economic juggernaut 
of the nation. Together, we are 
working to ensure that Texas remains 
the premier destination for people 
and businesses.” 

“Safety is a top priority for TxDOT, 
and these funding levels reflect that,” 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams said. “This historic UTP 
allows the department to deliver 
on a record number of projects that 
are not only innovative but will help 
improve safety for all Texans. These 
efforts can and do have real impacts 
on our ability to drastically reduce 
fatalities on our roadways.” n 
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INSPIRING 
THE 
FUTURE 

TEXAS 
TRANSPORTATION 
FORUM 

M 
ore than 1,400 attendees from across the 
public, private and nonprofit sectors came 
together in January to share ideas and discuss 
critical state and national transportation 

topics at the Texas Transportation Forum. 
The theme for this year’s Forum was “Inspire.” 

The conference featured 12 hours of content focused 
on the current realities of transportation and the many 
possibilities for its future. 

During the first morning, TxDOT Director of Planning 
and Modal Programs Caroline Mays moderated a 
discussion on a multimodal approach to transportation. 
The panelists discussed how investing in public transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian projects, aviation and rail can 
help improve the quality of life for Texans. 

TxDOT’s Deputy Executive Director for Planning 
and Administration Brandye Hendrickson led a panel 
discussion of how metropolitan planning organizations 
are working to address safety and transportation needs 
in their regions. 

Later in the morning, TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams had a “fireside chat” with newly confirmed 
Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration 
Shailen Bhatt. They discussed everything from the 
electrification of transportation to why we need to use 
technology to improve safety. 

“A state DOT exists for two reasons: To save lives and 
to make people’s lives better,” Bhatt said. 

During a lunch keynote, Michael Edmonds of Blue 
Origin spoke about his company’s vision to see millions of 
people living and working in space for the benefit of Earth. 

Based in Texas, Blue Origin has launched 23 successful 
missions from its site in Van Horn. These missions 

TxDOT photo 

TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams talks with 
Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration 
Shailen Bhatt. 

include Star Trek actor William Shatner, the oldest man 
to visit space, and Wally Funk, the oldest woman to 
visit space. 

Other sessions focused on topics including safety, 
technology and Texas’ population growth. State 
Demographer Dr. Lloyd Potter shared that 89% of 
the state’s growth is occurring east of I-35. Texas 
Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg 
Jr., also touched on growth during his remarks on the 
second day, when he outlined what TxDOT is doing 
to respond to the growing population while 
staying true to our mission of Connecting You 
With Texas. 

“We have over $33 billion worth of projects that are 
under construction right now in real time, and those 
projects are serving people throughout the entire state,” 
Chairman Bugg said. “We’re working on big projects, 
we’re working on rural projects, we’re working on 
Texas projects.” 

The conference also included discussions of the 
many possibilities for tomorrow’s highways. One 
examined the benefits of connected and automated 
vehicles, including increased safety and less 
congestion. Another explored environment-friendly 
technology like using solar power to charge electric 
vehicles and road lanes that can charge your electric 
vehicles as you drive over them. 

Thank you to our attendees and everyone who 
helped put together another successful Forum!   n 
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MILESTONES 
MARCH SERVICE AWARDS 

2023
ABILENE 
35 Daniel P. Richardson 
25 Christopher A. Bingham 
15 Michael Martinez 
10 John C. Brown 

Jeffrey W. Peterson 
Stephanie A. Watson 

5 Randal Reid 
Josh M. Wright 

ADMINISTRATION 
5 Katelyn Dwyer 

ALTERNATIVE 
DELIVERY 
20 Charles F. Miksch 

AMARILLO 
5 Matthew Stolz 

ATLANTA 
25 Fred D. Crowder 
10 Kenny J. Woods 

AUSTIN 
35 James Bishop 
20 Aaron M. Sanders 
10 Kenneth E. Barrett 

Larry K. Jefferson 
Vicki G. Joy 
Nickholas Pardo 
Tyler D. Saunders 

5 Mikayla M. Adare 
Craig Biehle 
Gina L. Loftis-Franklin 

AVIATION 
15 Josh A. Daniel 

BEAUMONT 
10 Robert W. Jackson 
5 Adam Guillory 

BRIDGE 
30 Kevin Pruski 
25 John R. Freeman 

BROWNWOOD 
10 Quinton J. Cook 
5 Travis Jordan 

Jerad Mccoy 
Joshua Qualley 

BRYAN 
25 Victor M. Vazquez 
15 Ralph Narro 
10 Thomas M. Hendrix 

Rene E. Pequeno 
5 Daniel G. Brashear 

Desmond R. Calhoun 
Madison E. Jeffrey 
Zachary Jones 
Douglas A. Ware 

CHILDRESS 
10 James C. Allen 

Rogelio Vela Jr. 
5 Randee W. Shields 

COMMUNICATIONS 
10 Linette H. Harris 
5 Emily K. Roth 

Bradley J. Wheelis 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
20 Jimmy M. Owens 

5 Allyson Aguirre 
Sergio J. Castilleja 
Jason A. Heivilin 
Charles J. Krohn Jr. 
Travis D. Laughton 
Steven J. Mallory 
Victor M. Santos 

DALLAS 
25 Alireza Askari-Majdabadi 

Diane K. Powers 
15 Juan A. Paredes 
10 Travis W. Chatman 

Michael J. Paris 
Brandon L. Stell 
Nelson L. Underwood 

5 Ryan Albert 
Clyde Bishop 
Ancil Brown 
Tyler George 
Jennifer Johnson 

5 Eddie Montgomery 

DESIGN 
10 Christopher C. Hluz 

EL PASO 
30 Manuel Molina Jr. 

5 Steven J. Prieto 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
15 Laura L. Poldrack 

FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
10 Martha Y. Miranda 

Towanda M. Palmer 
Chris S. Sobremonte 

5 Terance S. Decker-Harris 

FLEET OPERATIONS 
35 Keith W. Harris 
25 James W. Terry 
10 Jose A. Clayton 

Paul R. Cytulik Jr. 
5 Romolo Baiza Jr. 

FORT WORTH 
20 Matthew L. Evans 
10 Jose Benavidez 

Michael Gage 
Royce D. Hanna 
Sarah G. Johnson 
Emmanuel E. Navarro 
Seung B. Yoo 

5 Amy H. Causey 
William Hite 
Lawapan D. Toe 
Tara R. Wallace 

HOUSTON 
35 Robert S. Bissett Jr. 

Paul B. Eley 
25 Pamela G. Anderson 

Jason A. Mushinsky 
Jason W. Smith 

20 Brandon R. Brown 

15 Abraham M. Guzman 
Peggy S. Ludwick 
Richard E. Spencer 
William M. Streeter 

10 Jannie F. Blackmon 
Sharmila S. Davis 
Enrique Lopez 
Jorge S. Montes 
Matthew H. Smith 

5 Ahmad R. Ghazifard 
William Johns 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
15 David R. Lucas 

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
15 Michael Cloud 

LAREDO 
20 Jose A. Saldana 
10 Daniel Perez 

MAINTENANCE 
15 Leslie E. Meyer III 

OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY 

5 Cheryl Lemon Galloway 

ODESSA 
10 Kella L. Page 

Shannon K. Ritchie 
5 Michelle Gonzalez 

Rosario R. Valenzuela 

PARIS 
30 Darius L. Samuels 
20 Darren L. Hester 

PHARR 
20 Sergio L. Cantu 
10 Angel M. Renteria Jr. 
5 Juan Avila 

Jose L. Lozano Jr. 
Asael Pecina 

PROCUREMENT 
30 Rhonda R. Migl 
25 Cesario Salinas Jr. 

Casey E. Weatherly 
15 Dustin M. Fraticelli 
5 Sara Summers 

Kristi Wright 

PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING 
PROCUREMENT 
SERVICES 

5 Angelica Garcia 

PROJECT FINANCE, 
DEBT AND STRATEGIC 
CONTRACTS 
20 Latasha B. Brookins 
10 Jeanette S. Arellano 
5 Bella S. Teye 

RIGHT OF WAY 
5 Christopher Crawford 

William Serrano Jr. 
Shagufta Shaikh 

SAN ANGELO 
10 Paul A. Morales 

SAN ANTONIO 
25 Greg R. Mendoza Jr. 
20 Roberto Moya III 
15 Jason J. Lambert 
10 Rebecca E. Fox 
5 Nathan W. Weynand 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
10 David C. Glessner 
5 James A. Kuhr 

SUPPORT SERVICES 
20 John P. Ramirez 
10 Judy S. Baker 

TRANSPORATION 
PLANNING AND 
PROGRAMMING 
10 Julie A. Beaubien 

Andrea C. Gonzales 
Jana Howard 

5 Brian L. Alt 
Eric J. Kinsey 

TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMS 
15 Paul M. Aparicio 

TRAVEL INFORMATION 
5 Sabrina Ballesteros 

TYLER 
25 Gregory L. Skiles 
10 Rodney L. Millsap 

Gorgonio Ordonez Jr. 
5 Diana G. Marshall 

Michael L. Self 

WACO 
20 Andrew R. English 
10 David A. Stefka 
5 Wendy Geye 

Holly A. Metzke 
Rachelle L. Minyard 

WICHITA FALLS 
25 Richard K. Miller 
15 Jeremy Hansen 
10 Michael R. Alexander 

YOAKUM 
25 Steven J. Bujnoch 

Thomas F. Kocian 
Martin C. Steffek 
Jeffrey L. Stock 

10 Michael A. Jasek 
Macy McCorkle 

5 Jeffrey Hahn 
Bennie R. Stanley 
Ann H. Wenske 
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5 Adan Bojorquez 
Mickey N. Bonner III 
Jessica R. Bushnell APRIL SERVICE AWARDS 

2023
ABILENE 
25 Carrie C. Hart 

5 Roland Beltran 
Michael Knowles 
Keith Raybuck 
David Rich 
Juan Salgado 
Jason Steeley 

ADMINISTRATION 
10 Victor T. Vandergriff 

ALTERNATIVE 
DELIVERY 
10 Gregory A. Snider 

AMARILLO  
25 Roxanne Jennings 

Gregory D. Mayfield 
John C. Tobias Jr. 

10 Larry Barber 
5 Payton T. Harris 

ATLANTA 
15 Stacy D. Reaves 
5 Cory Cason 

Richard E. Green 
Paul Woodard 

AUSTIN 
10 Roger J. Ashabranner 

Heather D. Ashley-Nguyen 
Norman H. Bennett 
Billy W. Herbert 
Jerry Lionts 
Pedro G. Munoz III 
Jarrod T. Pohlmeyer 
Arthur Porto 
Warren D. Scott 

5 William Allen 
Roy Daughtrey 

BEAUMONT  
25 JoEllen K. Miller 

5 Ronny L. Powers 

BRIDGE 
15 Rachel Larcom 
10 Ethan S. Epstein 

BRYAN  
40 Janice R. Robbins 
10 Matthew L. Hensarling 

Timothy R. Miller 
5 Lauren Artho 

Chelsea R. Murphy 
Pierce W. Robson 

CHILDRESS 
10 Nicholas S. Fulton 
5 Austin T. Hager 

CIVIL RIGHTS  
10 Sierra R. Jennings 

COMMUNICATIONS  
10 Ignacio M. Lujan 
5 Bethany J. Kurtz 

COMPLIANCE  
10 Alex Gomez Jr. 

CONTRACT SERVICES 
5 Hannah Beavers 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
20 Joe Tellez 
10 Ricardo Martinez 

Johnathan L. Murphy 
5 Danielle N. Felux 

DALLAS 
35 Rhonda Schmid 
25 Alireza Shafiye-Mogadam 
10 Ram Gopal 

Dean M. Hollingsworth 
Candra L. Meeks 
Keton C. Parrish 
Anthony J. Salinas 

5 Kelsey Guerra 
Mona Lotfi 
Ramon Ramos 
Benjamin Rodgers 

DESIGN 
5 Zachary Delaney 

Khalid Jamil 

EL PASO 
10 Rosendo Bautista 

Chad E. Chairez 
George Medina 
Johnny Trujillo 

5 Thekla N. Herring 
Efren Mendoza Jr. 
Adrian Sanchez Garcia 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
25 Daniel V. Harris 
15 Patrick W. Lee 
10 Rebekah Dobrasko 

Michele C. Wilkins 
5 Dan Hudson 

FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
20 Veronica Cortez 
10 Raymond M. Bischoff 

Ning Chen 
Shelli L. Neeper 
Ty S. Prosser 

5 Camille A. Smith 
Sauda Williams 

FLEET OPERATIONS  
10 Milton L. Burrell Jr. 

Dwan L. Johnson 
Linden K. Vance 

5 Juan F. Cruz 
Daniel Pelayo 

FORT WORTH 
10 Vallorie L. Jackson 

Beverly A. O’Dell 
Colt A. Wright 

5 Brook A. Bailey 
Brandi M. Johnson 
Michael E. Millsap 
Enrique Murillo 

GENERAL COUNSEL 
10 Alicia L. Ramon-Kane 

HOUSTON 
25 Kiara Marquise 
20 Tri D. Nguyen 
10 Chen-Hua Chung 

Elmer Perdomo 

Daniel S. Crain 
Francisco Galvez Jr. 
Justin Hosfelt 
David L. Kuhnley 
Liliana Kum 
Lenna Morris 
Emad M. Naser 
Laura Peck 
Donald D. Sjostrom 
Hai M. Tran 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
25 Leslie A. Mabry 
10 Chandra D. Stubblefield 
5 Yesica Esperanza 

Carmella Ijebor 

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
10 Jamal A. Abdulkader 

LAREDO  
30 Reynaldo Garza 
10 Saul Rubio 
5 Luis Castillo Jr. 

Vanessa A. Garcia 
Ricardo Gonzalez Jr. 
Janece M. Marquez 
Rene Rullan 

LUFKIN  
30 Jason B. Allen 
25 Chester O. Dixon 

5 Paul A. Dunahoo 
Joe D. Hanks 

MAINTENANCE 
5 Timothy D. Roberts 

MATERIALS AND TESTS 
35 John E. Lane 

5 Ashley Yunkun 

ODESSA 
30 Juan M. Flores Jr. 
25 Javier G. Lozano 

Mike Valenzuela 
15 Joel T. Rodriguez 
5 Ramon Reyes Jr. 

Diana M. Romero 

PARIS 
20 James D. Good 
10 Daniel E. Campbell 

Casey J. Smith 

PHARR  
25 Armando S. Rodriguez 

5 Maria Teresa D. Rios 

PROCUREMENT 
25 Kenneth D. Wood 
10 Jane E. Graf 

Mark L. Howell 
5 Grazina Calhoun 

Lindsay Ross 
Brooke Taylor 
Jennifer R. Texta 

PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING 
PROCUREMENT 
SERVICES 
10 Amanda I. Griffey 

Mindy N. Sawyer 
Cammie E. Sperry 

5 Cindy Barajas 
Chinedum Njoku 

PROJECT FINANCE, 
DEBT AND STRATEGIC 
CONTRACTS 

5 Katherine Brown 

RESEARCH AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
IMPLEMENTATION 
10 Shelley D. Pridgen 

RIGHT OF WAY 
25 Erin N. Matthews 

5 Christopher S. Gossett 
Russell Johnson 

SAN ANGELO 
10 Juan Castillo Jr. 

Ernest Franco 
Bradley M. Gandy 
Joel S. Reyes 

5 Jeremy B. Tisdale 

SAN ANTONIO 
30 Lonny R. Williams 
25 Velinda Viesca-Garza 
15 William J. Reed 
10 Roland T. Ballin Jr. 

Michael T. Wootan 
5 Kattia E. Almanza 

Gilbert Escobedo 
Mitchell C. Little 
Brian D. Row 
Marc K. Rybczynski 

STRATEGIC PLANNING  
15 Charles A. Tapp 

SUPPORT SERVICES 
20 Brandon K. Henry 
10 Kathleen A. Harlan 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
10 Andrew B. Souder 
5 Melissa A. McKnight 

Jason Person 

TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING AND 
PROGRAMMING 
25 Francis J. Bailey Jr. 

TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMS 

5 Becky King 

TRAVEL INFORMATION 
5 Christopher Linnen 

TYLER 
25 Sheena K. Turner 

Vernon M. Webb 
10 Lindsey S. Robertson 
5 Tanner R. Essary 

Elbert J. Thornhill III 

WACO 
10 Amanda L. Mooney 
5 Hayden Herring 

WICHITA FALLS 
5 Blaine C. Halencak 

YOAKUM  
25 Jeffrey W. Gerdes 

Darrell G. Phelps 
10 Marcus A. Dodson 

Brian C. Williams 
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2023MILESTONES 
JANUARY RETIREE REPORT 

AUSTIN 
17 David D. Thornhill 

AVIATION 
3 Larry Burrier 

BEAUMONT 
25 Horace S. Estes 

BRYAN 
27 Thomas W. Reed 

DALLAS 
12 Yasin Ahmed Alkarboly 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
12 Mark A. Fisher 

FLEET OPERATIONS 
20 Daniel J. Muehlstein 

FORT WORTH 
40Michael A. Sepeda 

GENERAL 
COUNSEL 

9 David L. Smith 

ODESSA 
17 Jose Angel Ibarra 

PARIS 
24 Rock L. Thurston 
18 Billy D. Murphy 

FEBRUARY RETIREE REPORT 

PHARR 
26 Rene Garza 
19 Juan Antonio Bernal 

SAN ANGELO 
24 Daniel Martinez 

SAN ANTONIO 
29 Barrlynn J. West Jr. 
11 Patricia T. Nolasco 

ABILENE 
31 Paul G. Martinez 

AUSTIN 
30 Scott D. Scott 
26 Kathleen D. Newton 
26 Shelby S. Sultemeier 

CONTRACT SERVICES 
17 Scott Edward Stephenson 

FLEET OPERATIONS 
20 John T. Chandler 
8 John Lee Bell 

FORT WORTH 
23 Kent E. Rivers 
13 Tracy G. Hefner 

HOUSTON 
26 Lane C. Kovar 

LAREDO 
21 Armando Ramirez 

LUFKIN 
22 Tracy L. Walker 

17 Antonio R. Bondad 

IN MEMORIAM 

PARIS 
10 Bobby C. Jennings 

SAN ANTONIO 
36 Timothy D. Lowak 
22 William J. Thomas 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
17 Richard A. Carruth 

TRAVEL  
INFORMATION 
12 Gloria Tapia 

TYLER 
27 Jeffrey B. Harmon 

WACO 
30 Paul F. Cepak 

WICHITA FALLS 
26 James C. Simpson 

AMARILLO 
DISTRICT 
James Miller 
Transportation 
Maintenance Specialist 
Date of Death: 02/16/2023 
Years of Service: 6 

ATLANTA DISTRICT 
Everett “John” Baker 
District Design Engineer 
Date of Death: 09/21/2022 
Retired: 2019 

DALLAS DISTRICT 
Michael Mosley 
Engineering Technician 
Date of Death: 03/27/2023 
Years of Service: 22 

EL PASO DISTRICT 
Javier Esparza 
Transportation Specialist 
Date of Death: 03/26/2023 
Years of Service: 21 

FORT WORTH 
DISTRICT 
Billy Burgan 
General Transportation 
Technician 
Date of Death: 03/01/2023 
Years of Service: 10 

Javier Salinas 
Transportation Engineer 
Date of Death: 03/05/2023 
Years of Service: 23 
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AUSTIN 
DISTRICT 2023

n January, TxDOT’s Camp Hubbard officially transferred to the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles. The campus of office buildings in Austin 
housed many TxDOT operations for decades. 

Camp Hubbard was originally a part of the land donated to the Texas 
State Guard in 1892 for the Camp Mabry military base. In 1935, the Texas Legislature 
transferred a portion of Camp Mabry to the State Highway Department. 

The property was named in 1934 for Robert Moss Hubbard, a Texas Transportation 
Commission chairman and state representative who worked to raise highway 
department standards. 

In 1936, the department constructed Building 4 to serve as its Austin District 
Headquarters. TxDOT added more buildings over the years. After TxDMV separated 
from TxDOT in 2009, the two agencies shared the campus. In 2022, all remaining 
TxDOT operations moved to the Stassney Campus in south Austin. 

I 

SAY GOODBYE 
to Austin campus 

TxDOT photo 

Building 4 at Camp Hubbard in “This site has been part of our shared history for nearly 100 years,” TxDOT Executive 
1936. The long-time Austin campus Director Marc Williams said during the transfer ceremony in January. “I am pleased 
is now officially part of TxDMV. that TxDMV will continue to serve as steward of that history going forward.” n 

YOUR TURN 
What’s a special memory you have around graduation season? 

TxDOT photo 

DALLAS DISTRICT 

DARLA PAYBERAH 
TRANSPORTATION 
ENGINEER SUPERVISOR 

“My daughter is graduating with a 
bachelor’s in Media Arts. Both her 
mom and dad are engineers, but she 
has always been passionate about 
her choice. I’m truly impressed with 
her talent and hard work.” n 

TxDOT photo 

SAN ANTONIO DISTRICT 

MATTHEW CARDOZA 
TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER 

“Ever since fifth grade career day, 
I wanted to be a civil engineer. 
So, having my family and friends, 
especially my grandmother, present 
as I achieved the first step in 
my goal will forever be a special 
memory to me.” n 

TxDOT photo 

TYLER DISTRICT 

STANLEY TRAYLOR 
MATERIAL/PROCESS INSPECTOR 

“My most memorable graduation 
moment was in May 2022 when my 
daughter, Tiffany, graduated from 
Baylor University in three years with 
a triple major of finance, accounting 
and business fellows. I’m proud of her 
dedication and commitment to reach 
her goal.” n 
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