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START 

Determine the laboratory-molded density 
and the maximum theoretical specific gravity, 
and report the results within 10 working 
days from the time the laboratory received 
the samples.* 

*For referee testing other than density and 
theoretical specific gravity, follow the steps 
in standard specifications for the item in 
question. 

Deliver the sample in question, labeled as 
“Referee”, to the Referee Laboratory and 
provide all the information necessary 

to perform referee testing. 

Deliver the cores in question to the 
Referee Laboratory and provide all the 

information necessary to perform 
referee testing. 

Does the                  
placement payment 

adjustment factor result in 
“remove and replace” 
condition after referee 

testing? 

Yes 

Choose the location of two cores to be 
taken within 3 ft. of the original failing 
core location and witness the coring 

operation. 

Obtain the cores in the 
presence of the Engineer. 

Take immediate possession of the untrimmed cores. Use a permanent 
marker or paint pen to record the lot and sublot numbers, and additional 
desired information (e.g. identifiable information, location information,           
a signature, or initials) on each core. Use the Department - provided 
security bags and the Roadway Core Custody protocol to provide a secure 
means and process that protects integrity of the cores during transport. 
Submit the untrimmed cores to the Materials and Tests Division. 

Trim and test the cores for bulk specific 
gravity and report the results within 10 

working days of receipt. 

No 
  

Does the new payment 
adjustment factor result in 

“remove and replace” condition 
after recore referee        

testing? 

No 
Apply the new payment 
adjustment factor to the 

sublot in question. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

END 

What is the referee 
testing related to? 

Request referee testing within 
5 working days after receiving 
test results and cores from the 
Engineer. Return the cores in 

question to the Engineer. 

Placement 
Cores 

Production 
Mixture 

Request referee testing within 
5 working days after receiving 
test results from the Engineer. 

Determine the in- place air voids and report 
the results within 10 working days from the 

time the laboratory received the samples. 

Does the                 
production payment 

adjustment factor result in 
“remove and replace” 
condition after referee 

testing? 

Decide the extent to which the 
work will be accepted, 
document the basis of 

acceptance by a letter, and 
decline the payment for the 

work in question. 

Apply the new production 
payment adjustment factor to 

the sublot in question. 

Remove and replace 
the failing sublot. 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

END 

Decide the extent to which the work 
will be accepted, document the basis 
of acceptance by a letter, and decline 
the payment for the work in question. 

Remove and replace 
the failing sublot. 

finalThe referee test results are 
and establish payment adjustment 
factors for the sublot in question. 

REFEREE TESTING 

Contractor responsibility 
Engineer responsibility 
Shared responsibility 
MTD responsibility 

Can 
any portion of the 

sublot in question be 
left in place in accordance with 
the Item 5 of the Specification, 

“Acceptance of Defective 
or Unauthorized 

Work”? 

Can 
any portion of the 

sublot in question be 
left in place in accordance with 
the Item 5 of the Specification, 

“Acceptance of Defective 
or Unauthorized 

Work”? 

Referee Sampling
 and Testing Guidance 

A quick reference to the HMA Specifications 

MATERIALS AND TESTS 
DIVISION 

Flexible Pavements Section Contacts: 
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