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Pre-Request for Proposal (Pre-RFP) Meeting Questions & Answers (Q&A)
Q&A Posting Date: August 21, 2026
Table 1: Relevant Questions Received and Responses
	Question
	Answer

	Does the prime along with all sub-providers have to be Administratively Qualified (AQ)?

	Administrative Qualification is governed by Section 9.34 of Title 43 in the Texas Administrative Code (TAC). The TAC exempts non-engineering firms and certain service types from administrative qualification. For such firms and service types, an indirect cost rate is not required to compete for the solicitation. Administrative qualification is not required to compete for solicitations using the non-federal contract process. However, if selected, firms providing engineering and design related services (non-exempt firms) must either be AQ or must accept the TxDOT developed indirect cost rate, by selection notification. When posted, refer to Section 11, Administrative Qualification Requirements of the Request for Proposal (RFP).

	Do all team members who are not AQ submit the “Certification of No Indirect Cost Rate Audit” before selection if they have not already?

	See Question 1 response. For firms not subject to exemption, if selected, an indirect cost rate is necessary. These firms have two options: 
Be administratively qualified by selection notification, or
Accept the TxDOT developed indirect cost rate of 120%.
To accept the TxDOT developed rate, a Certification of No Indirect Cost Rate Audit form must be completed and submitted by selection notification.
The instructions are part of the form that can be found at: https://www.txdot.gov/content/dam/docs/division/ppd/aq/aq-certification-no-indirect-cost-audit-non-federal.docx 
Firms are requested to perform AQ actions prior to submitting a response to a solicitation, so the information is readily available, if selected. When posted, refer to Section 11, Administrative Qualification Requirements of the RFP.
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