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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan Section 2.1 Summary Sheet Job Aid: 1.11 Receiving Waters
This job aid will assist you in utilizing the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) website to determine relevant information to complete Section 1.11 Receiving Waters of the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) Summary Sheet.
Receiving Waters Determination
Use the following information to determine the receiving waters and flow path from the construction site:
Go to the TCEQ Surface Water Quality Viewer and click on “Surface Water Quality Viewer”. This home page provides information, including a “User Guide” on how to utilize the Surface Water Quality Viewer. It is your responsibility to read and understand those steps.

Figure 1. Screen Shot of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Surface Water Quality Viewer home page.
[image: This is a map of Texas showing surface waters highlighted in blue.  The highest predominance of surface waters are along the coast of Texas, northeastern Texas, and central Texas.  ]
Figure 2.This is a map of Texas showing surface waters in blue.
Navigate to the construction project site location on the map. Adjust the basemap to depict the “USGS National Map” basemap option.

Figure 3. Navigate to construction project and select Base Map.

Figure 4. Screenshot of BaseMap selections.
If not already displaying on the map, select the “Impaired Segments” layer tool.

Figure 5. This figure shows the Layer List.
Identify the flow path from the construction project site and determine the respective TCEQ classified waterbody segment stormwater discharge will flow to.

Figure 6. This is a map showing the selected construction project site.
Click on the stream or reservoir for segment information, including the four-digit Segment ID and whether the segment is impaired.

Figure 7. This is the information for the stream or reservoir selected.
Impaired Waters
If it is determined that there is an impaired receiving water, either classified or unclassified segment, you will need to look up the impairment to determine if the construction project will impact it.
1. Navigate to the “Texas Integrated Report of Surface Water Quality”. Click on the approved Texas Integrated Report “Index of All Impaired Waters”. Note this report is updated every two years – so even if you are already familiar with a segment, you need to review it in case information has changed.

Figure 8. This is the section of the website which lists Impaired Waters.
Search for the TCEQ classified waterbody segment identified in your analysis from using the TCEQ Surface Water Quality Viewer.

Figure 9. Classified waterbody segment list.
Once the TCEQ classified waterbody segment is identified, determine the Pollutant of Concern (POC), or impairment, and whether there is a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and or Implementation Plan (I-Plan).

Figure 10. Screenshot showing classified waterbody segments.
For TMDL and or I-Plan determination, review the “Explanation of Column Headings” on the first page of the Texas Integrated Report and identify the categories representing the TCEQ classified waterbody segment.

Figure 11. Screenshot of categories assigned to each impaired parameter.
[image: This is a screenshot of the 2024 Texas Integrated Report with Lists of Impaired Waters.  Two PDFs are attached - a 2024 Texas 303 list and a 2024 Index of Water Quality Impairments.]
Figure 12. Texas Integrated Report Lists of Impaired Waters
TMDL and or I-Plan Determination
If it is determined that there is a TMDL and or I-Plan associated with the receiving water, you will need to look up that information to see if the project could potentially impact the TMDL and or I-Plan or if additional water quality best management practices are required on the project. Very few projects will have a TMDL and or I-Plan, and even fewer will have required actions or impacts.
1. Navigate to the Project of the TMDL Program page to search for TMDLs and I-Plans that might be associated with your project. You can look though “TMDLs or I-Plans in Development” or utilize the “TMDL Summary Table” for a quicker search.
[image: This is a screenshot of TMDLs and I-Plans.  They are listed in alphabetical order. There is TMDL Summary table which can be downloaded for a list of TMDL assessment units, approval dates, and project webpages.  This table is in spreadsheet format.]
Figure 13. Screenshot of TMDLs and I-Plans.
It appears that example Segment 0827 from the example does not currently have a TMDL associated with it.
[image: Example of table with Segments and associated TMDLs.
Alt-text - this is a screenshot of a table showing segment numbers, names, and associated TMDLs.  The example segment 0827 is not showing a TMDL.]
Figure 14. Example of table with Segments and associated TMDLs.
If a TMDL or I-Plan is found associated with the received water, you can navigate to its page to find out additional information needed to assess project impacts or actions. Bessie’s Creek is an example.

Figure 15. Screenshot of TMDLs or I-Plans in Development

Figure 16. List of current projects to develop TMDLs or implementation plans.
[image: Implementation plan and TMDL for Bessie’s Creek
Alt-text - This is a screenshot of the implementation plan for Bessie’s Creek.  Basic information such as location, segment number and parameter is listed for the creek.  There is also a section on background and goals.  There is a photo of Bessie’s Creek and a location map.]
Figure 17. Implementation plan and TMDL for Bessie’s Creek
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needed.
Category 4a: A state-developed TMDL has been approved by EPA or a TMDL has been established by EPA for any water-pollutant
combination.
Category 4b: Other required control measures are expected to result in the attainment of an applicable water quality standard in a
reasonable period of time.
Category 4c: The impairment or threat is not caused by a pollutant.
Category 5: Available data and/or information indicate that at least one designated use is not being supported or is threatened, and a TMDL is
needed.
Category 5a: A TMDL is underway, scheduled, or will be scheduled.
Category 5b: A review of the standards for the water body will be conducted before a management strategy is selected.
Category 5¢: Additional data and information will be collected or evaluated before a management strategy is selected.
Category 5n: Water body does not meet its applicable Chl a criterion, but additional study is needed to verify whether exceedance is
associated with causal nutrient parameters or impacts to response variables.
Category 5r: A WPP is under development or accepted by EPA for this parameter.

Carry Forward: Some previously listed impairments did not have adequate data to re-assess in 2024 and were carried forward from 2022 and
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info@tceq.texas.gov

Bessie's Creek

This is a project to reduce bacteria and protect recreational safety in Bessie’s Creek. The stakeholders and
TCEQ will develop a total maximum daily load and implementation plan, which together will be the road
map for improving water quality.

Counties: Waller and Fort Bend
Parameter: bacteria

River Basin: Brazos River

Segment: 12021

Assessment Units (AUs): 1202I_01

On this page:

Background and Goals

Watershed Description

Get Involved (UPDATE

Contact Us

Background and Goals

TCEQ identified Bessie’s Creek (assessment unit 1202_01) as impaired due
to elevated levels of fecal indicator bacteria. The presence of these bacteria,
which come from human and animal waste, may indicate a health risk to
people who swim or wade in the creek—activities referred to as “contact
recreation” in the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards. Learn more
about these findings in the 2024 Texas Integrated Report of Surface
Water Quality.

In 2024, TCEQ approached the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) to

initiate a total maximum daily load (TMDL) project for Bessie’'s Creek. A Bessie's Creek in Pattison

TMDL determines the maximum amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can Photo Credit - Sophia Staska
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