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Best Management Practice Inspection Job Aid: Vegetated Filter Strips and Buffers 
This job aid is a tool to assist with the completion of Form 2118. All required corrective actions, comments, or discussions must be documented on Form 2118.
Review each criterion below. For each item, check the box or mark an “X” next to the appropriate response to indicate the compliance status: Yes (Y), No (N), or Not Applicable (NA) to indicate the compliance status.
Yes – The requirement has been met.
No – The requirement has not been met.
Not Applicable – The requirement does not apply to this project or site conditions.
Installation criteria
1) Have the vegetated filter strips & buffers been documented in 
the Stormwater Discharge Map or Erosion Control Sheets?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
2) Are the vegetated filter strips and buffers marked off in 
accordance with the Stormwater Discharge Map or Erosion 
Control Sheets?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
3) Have the vegetated filter strips & buffers been marked off prior 
to construction and or land disturbing activities?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
4) Do the vegetated filter strips & buffers have a construction 
perimeter fence along the boundary to provide protection from 
construction activities?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
5) Is the existing vegetation in the vegetated buffers well 
established (for example, at least 80 percent plant cover, no 
bare soil visible, etcetera)?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
6) Are vegetated filter strips placed along site contours?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
7) Has vegetation on vegetated filter strips been established prior 
to construction activities?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
Inspection criteria
1) Are the vegetated filter strips or buffers functioning properly 
(for example, reduced velocity, reduced runoff volume, infiltration, 
etcetera)?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
2) Is there any trash or debris that has accumulated in the 
vegetation?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
3) Is there accumulation of sediment in the vegetated area?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
4) Are there any bare areas in the vegetated areas?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
5) Is any rill erosion developing within or upslope of the vegetated 
filter strip or buffer?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
6) Were maintenance requirements recommended to the contractor?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
Maintenance criteria
1) Are the vegetated filter strips and buffers in good condition 
without any visible damage?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
2) Are associated Best Management Practices (BMPs) functioning 
properly?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
3) Is there any trash and debris accumulated in vegetated filter strips 
and buffers? If yes, remove trash and debris?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
4) Is there any accumulated sediment in the vegetated filter strips 
and buffer areas? If yes, remove the accumulated sediment.	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
5) Has new vegetation in bare areas been established?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
6) Has rill erosion occurred? If yes, implement additional controls to
Address the erosion.	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
7) Did the contractor address all recommended maintenance needs?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
8) Were any additional BMPs recommended to the Contractor (for 
example, silt fence, control logs, etcetera)?	☐Y   ☐N   ☐NA
Comments and Notes
[Enter comments and notes]
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