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The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) issued a new 

document,  “Frequently Asked Questions,” to provide supplemental 

guidance related to the DBE Interim Final Rule issued October 3, 2025. The 

document clarifies several compliance and contracting procedures during 

and subsequent to the reevaluation process. While much of it pertains to the 

programmatic requirements of the awarding and regulatory agencies, there 

are several clarifications important to DBE and prime contractor compliance. 

In summary: 

• The DBE program still exists. The IFR did not eliminate the DBE

program.

• The termination provisions at 49 CFR §26.53(f) continue to apply to

existing contracts. Approved committed DBEs cannot be terminated

without TxDOT’s prior written approval.

• If the prime contractor self-performs the work of the committed DBE

or another firm does so, then the prime contractor is not entitled to

payment for the work.

• Compliance with the prompt payment requirement is still applicable.

Prompt pay applies to all subcontractors, not just DBEs.

• For contracts executed prior to October 3, 2025, prime contractors

must enter payments in TxDOT DMS. Confirmation of prompt payment

is required by the subcontractor even if the reported payment is zero.

• TxDOT will not conduct CUF reviews during the reevaluation process.

Prime contractors should conduct their own internal CUF reviews.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.transportation.gov%252Fsites%252Fdot.gov%252Ffiles%252FDBE_IFR_FAQs.pdf%2F1%2F0101019a924bc962-49f14ef8-f31f-4c29-810c-21f98ef13209-000000%2FSClCvytrgqUXTl7Q6ADywus7fJ6BHA2on7RscfCWzmA%3D431&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cdb5ed7fba91f4f92105708de25e8a947%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C638989878868942182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c65%2BtZiwTR4TeX329wb%2BG81ptGKDHxe494fKZV1ssRo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.transportation.gov%252Fmission%252Fcivil-rights%252Fdisadvantaged-business-enterprise%252FDBE-IFR-10-03-2025%2F1%2F0101019a924bc962-49f14ef8-f31f-4c29-810c-21f98ef13209-000000%2F8bFUmVrenySu8BIMCxeCxhWVCs-6garRGMvU-BYYYqM%3D431&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cdb5ed7fba91f4f92105708de25e8a947%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C638989878868962729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5ii0P4QP2PKsOusKP4PaA7yi29QlID%2B%2FDVa0RY4%2Fg4A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/DBE_IFR_FAQs.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise/DBE-IFR-10-03-2025
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As previously stated, all certified DBE firms must be reevaluated for 

eligibility and recertified. This process has not yet begun. The Texas Unified 

Certification Program (TUCP) is awaiting further guidance from USDOT on 

how to comply with this rule. TxDOT, on behalf of the TUCP, will share these 

details as they are received. 

It was previously reported that companies with an approved SBA personal 

narrative may use the same narrative to submit for DBE reevaluation. At this 

time, the SBA personal narrative will NOT satisfy DBE reevaluation 

requirements. We are working on clear guidelines to distribute to all those 

seeking reevaluation and will share once we receive guidance to proceed. 

This communication, as with all communications related to IFR, will be 

posted on our website. For additional questions on this and other matters 

related to the DBE Program, please contact IFR@txdot.gov. 

Resources 

• DBE Interim Final Rule

• USDOT Frequently Asked Questions

• TxDOT's DBE IFR Updates

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.txdot.gov%252Fbusiness%252Fdisadvantaged-small-business-enterprise%252Fadditional-details-on-dbe-interim-final-ruling.html%2F1%2F0101019a924bc962-49f14ef8-f31f-4c29-810c-21f98ef13209-000000%2FpujXe1OxpTSI8GxGHg-FbLI8xpDgbllwal0-Ie0PgUU%3D431&data=05%7C02%7Clauryn.ott%40txdot.gov%7Cdb5ed7fba91f4f92105708de25e8a947%7C39dba4765c094c6391dace7a3ab5224d%7C0%7C0%7C638989878868973563%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MEUsxfWf5%2FjR2UMt0o%2BwiGZEFkeVCSbQdb68xqDcrLA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:IFR@txdot.gov
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