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Mr. Paul Fierro is a Utility Specialist for the ROW Division Utility Portfolio 
Section. He began his career in 1995 working for the survey department in 
the Fort Worth District’s Keene Area Office for 2 years before transferring 
to the South Tarrant County Area Office as a Construction Inspector for the 
next 6 years. As a construction inspector his duties included being the 
Chief Inspector for various projects and managing the effort of the field 
inspectors, verifying the roadway contractors daily progress, and providing 
guidance when needed to help deliver the projects in a timely manner. 
After time served in construction inspection, he accepted a position in the 
ROW/Utility section as a Utility Inspector literally following in his dad’s 
footsteps filling the same position his dad vacated after retirement. In this 
position Mr. Fierro was responsible for the inspection of newly permitted 
utility installations, as well as utility adjustments and relocations in 
proposed roadway construction projects for the next 3 years. In 2004 he 
was promoted to Utility Coordinator in which he applied his previous 
experience to successfully manage and coordinate the districts 
reimbursable and non-reimbursable utility adjustments/relocations. In 
2013 he accepted one of the 3 newly created positions as a ROW Utility 
Specialist where he has provided guidance, training, helped to develop the 
foundation for the current ROW101 training, and numerous presentations. 
His hobbies include working with leather, bike riding, and spending time 
with family.

Presenter: Paul Fierro
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A.  TxDOT ROW-U-35 Form Identifying Block:
This is the form Identifying block. This form can be found on the ROW Division 
SharePoint site (Utilities / Utility Forms tab. This form is required to be the latest 
version found when assembling.

o All pages need to be from the same version of the form used numbered 1-12.

B.  U# / Utility ID Number:
This is the Unique Identifying Number referred to as the (Utility ID Number) in 
TxDOTCONNECT.  This number will automatically generate once the District UC enters 
Utility information in TxDOTCONNECT. Instructions can be found in the Utility 
Accommodations Toolkit in Crossroads. (TxDOTCONNECT Job Aid – Utility Page)

C.  ROW-U35 Information Block:
This is the projects general project information. This can be found in TxDOTCONNECT. 
Once logged in the District UC can find the general project information by starting in 
the projects tab and filtering by multiple filters provided, examples are: CCSJ, ROW 
CSJ, ROW Project ID, Control Section, District/Division, County etc... once the UC finds 
the project in question the project information can be found in the project details tab. 

D.  Utility Name:
Formal Name, as registered with the Secretary of State. 

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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E.  Statement/Scope of work: (TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 9, Section 5 – Statement of 
Work):

The statement of work must be sufficiently written to provide a clear and general 
understanding of the work covered by the agreement. Do not use the phrase "see 
attached plans" in place of a complete statement of work. The description must be in 
narrative form and must represent the work appearing on the plans and in the 
estimate. The statement of work must include: Highway stationing; Size and type of 
facility; length or magnitude; estimated contract length; quantity; pertinent material 
specification; and unique circumstances. 
Examples: 

• Adjust an existing 69 kV transmission line to clear Interstate Highway 10 at highway 
station 468+42 by installing two 80-foot H-frame suspension structures with double 
cross arms and remove three 50-foot single pole structures. Minimum clearance will 
be 30 feet over the roadway. 

• Remove three 50-foot poles with appurtenances and 1,300 feet of 3-phase #4 ACSR 
wire. Install two 75-foot H frame structures and 3-75-foot single poles with    
appurtenances along with 1,700-feet of 3-phase #4 ACSR wire between Highway    
Station nos. 942+00 and 953+00. 

• Lower approximately 100 feet of 10-inch steel high-pressure gas line at highway    
Station 182+00 and encase approximately 70-feet with 14-inch steel encasement. 
Minimum depth of cover under the pavement structure will be 42-inches with 30-
inches of cover under ditches. Vent pipes will be placed at each right of way line.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

G.  Lump Sum:
This area is for agreements that will be assembled as a Lump Sum as indicated on 
Attachment “B”. If the assembly is to be Lump Sum the amount of the agreement should be 
entered here.  If the agreement will be Actual Cost this field should be filled in with (N/A).

F.  Buy America – Buy America and Steel and Iron Preference:
The District UC should notify utility of its responsibility to verify and support all BUY 
AMERICA compliance per current BA guidance letter dated May 5, 2021 found in the Utility 
Accommodations Toolkit.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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J.  TxDOT District Engineer Execution block:
This area is for the district engineer to execute the agreement. Note: Agreement can also 
be executed by District Engineers designee in his absence.

I.  TxDOT TP&D Recommendation Signature block:
This area is for the TP&D of the respective District to recommend execution to the District 
Engineer.  Note: Agreement recommendation can also be signed by the Districts TP&D 
designee in his absence.

H.  Utility Signature block:
This area is for the Utility to execute the agreement. Signature must be by person with 
signature authority for such documents (i.e. Company President, Vice President, or 
Elected official).

Note: Where the above-mentioned Signature Authority is not available, or company 
delegates signature authority TxDOT Form ROW-U-40 will need to be executed and added 
to the Standard Utility Agreement submittal.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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3.  This option is used when the Utility Owner has Items in their relocation / adjustment plans 
that need to be monitored for BUY AMERICA compliance. Forms listed on the cover sheet need 
to be provided as well.

• NOTE: Compliance will need to be verified prior to installation.

2.  This option is used when the Utility Owner has BUY AMERICA items in their relocation / 
adjustment plans in which there are non-domestic iron and steel materials in which the total 
cost does not exceed one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) of the agreement amount or $2,500.00, 
whichever is greater.  (DeMinimus equation)

1. This option is used when the Utility Owner has expressed that they DO NOT have Items in
their proposed relocation / adjustment plans that will need to be BUY AMERICA compliant.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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Standard Utility Agreement – ROW-U-35: Attachment “A” Plan Requirements 

Plan Submittals: See Utility Manual Chapter 6 Section 2 for plan requirements.
Below is a list of required items to be shown on the plans, this is only a partial listing of the required information, to 
see a complete list refer to the Utility Manual Chapter 6 Section 2.

Required items: 
1. Vicinity map
2. Symbols used to represent existing and proposed facilities; (Clearly explain the symbols using legends or 

notations.)
3. Existing and proposed highway right of way.
4. Existing and proposed utility facility.
5. TxDOT highway centerline stationing.
6. Limits of compensable interests. (show limits of Easement, utility’s property interest)
7. To determine the eligibility ratio, a distinction of that portion of the adjustment located on utility-owned right of 

way and public right of way must be made.

Notes:

o Plans must be legible and easy to read.
o Plans must show direct conflict with proposed roadway project.

*Utility plans will be reviewed by the District to verify that the adjustment is necessary, justified, feasible, economical, 
and UAR-compliant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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Basic Plans – Vicinity Map

A vicinity map may be used to illustrate the scope of an adjustment and the extent 
to which the utility system is affected.

Chapter 6 — Utility Plans and Specifications Section 2
Utility Plan Preparation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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Examples of Legends and notation used to explain 
existing and proposed ROW, Utilities, Property 
Interest. Overhead Pole locations… 
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Basic Plans – Existing and Proposed Highway Right of Way
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Basic Plans – Existing and Proposed Utility Facility
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Basic Plans – TxDOT Highway Stations
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Utility’s Easement boundaries need to be represented and properly 
labeled on the plan/s view and shown in the legend.
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Basic Plans – Depicts Direct Conflict
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1. Existing Facility is running down the center of the 
proposed highway.

2. Existing crossing does not meet TAC Rules for 
proper angle of crossing.

RED - Existing Facility
BLUE - Proposed Facility

What are the Conflicts?
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Basic Plans – Color Coded 
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Color Coding the Plans helps to make them clear and easily understood for anyone that is not familiar 
with the project.
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A Good All-Around Plan Example
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Basic Plans – Profile View
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Profile Views – Why?

1. To ensure the proposed facility meets 
the UAR.

2. Shows the existing facility in conflict.

Note:
• Casing is required under the highway 

or Barlow’s Equation.
• State actual top of the pipe elevations.
• Clearances from other structures 

and/or utilities.
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Basic Plans –Example
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A Good All-Around Profile Example
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “A” Cost Estimate

A list of required items are to be shown on the plans, this is only a partial listing of the required information, to see a complete list refer to the Utility Manual 
Chapter 7 Section 2.

The cost estimate submitted in support of the agreement will set forth the items of work to be performed, as broken down into the following categories:

Attachment “A” Cost Estimate – TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 7
Utility Cost Estimates, Section 2 Cost Estimate Methods and Categories 

• All the above items must be sufficiently detailed to provide TxDOT with a reasonable basis for 
analysis.
• Estimates of cost should adhere to General Accounting Procedures (GAP) and Federal Acquisition 
Regulations (FAR).

• Note: All items in the estimate shall be identified by Item, Description, Unit and Unit Cost.

Categories: 

• Materials and supplies
o Material required to be BUY AMERICA must be noted on the estimate with an asterisk (*)

• Labor
• Overhead
• Transportation and equipment
• Traffic control
• Right of way

o A valuation of the replacement right of way must be conducted before the initiation of negotiations. 
• Salvage, Abandoned Facilities, and Removal of Materials
• Credits
• Betterments
• Items to be paid in highway contract or directly to the utility
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Line Item Description Est. Qty. Unit Unit Price Extended 
Amount

1 3" SDR 21 CL 200 PVC Water Line 960 LF $     15.00 $14,400.00 

2 3" DR 17 Yelomine Certa-Lok PVC WL 320 LF $     17.00 $  5,440.00 

3 3" Gate Valve and Box {*) 2 EA $1,000.00 $  2,000.00 

4 2" Flush Valve including G.V. & Box (*} 2 EA $1,300.00 $  2,600.00 

5 3" Mainline Connection 2 EA $1,800.00 $  3,600.00 

6 Bore and 6" HDPE Casing 280 LF $     45.00 $12,600.00 

7 New 3/4" Service Meter, Connection, etc. 1 EA $   750.00 $     750.00 

8 Markers 8 EA $     60.00 $     480.00 

9 Metal Detectable Tape 1,000 LF $      0.20 $     200.00 

ESTIMATE TOTAL  (Items 1-9) $42,070.00 

22

ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “A” Cost Estimate

Materials:
• Major items of materials must be 

itemized.
• Items of materials and supplies should 

be shown as assembly units with unit 
prices.

• All materials subject to Buy America or 
state Iron and Steel Preference 
Provisions must be identified.

Attachment “A” Cost Estimate – TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 7
Utility Cost Estimates, Section 2 Cost Estimate Methods and Categories 
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “A” Cost Estimate

Labor:
• The estimate must show person-hours by 

the rate for the job title.
• All labor charges and expenses shown must 

be in conformity with similar charges that 
are reflected in the accounts of the utility 
and incurred in its normal operations.
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “B” Accounting Method.
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B. Lump Sum: Agreements are approved based on very detailed plans and supported 
estimates of cost that will not be adjusted to reflect changes in costs or be verified by audit. 
Lump sum agreements can be approved up to $500,000.00 by the District.

A. Actual Cost: Agreements are approved on an estimated cost basis that will be adjusted to 
reflect the actual cost of the adjustment at the time of billing and be verified by audit. If any 
costs are incurred for a reimbursable utility adjustment before an approved agreement, 
TxDOT will not reimburse the utility for those costs.

Attachment “B” (Accounting Method) – TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 9 Section 2.

• This cover sheet is meant to let TxDOT know the Utilities accounting 
method for this agreement.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “c” Schedule of Work
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Attachment “C” (Schedule of Work) – TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 9 

Forms and Agreements:

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

• CFR – 645.113 - furnished a schedule for accomplishing the work.
• TAC – 21.22 - (5) a date by which the utility will begin and an estimated date of completion 

of the adjustment, modification, relocation, or removal.
• CFR 635.121 Contract Time and Time Extensions - Project staff should determine what the 

controlling operations are and assess the potential impact of the proposed work.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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Attachment “D” Statement covering contract work (TxDOT form ROW-U-48)

TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 9 – Forms and Agreements; Chapter 11

Billing and Payments, CFR – 645.115 Construction

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

• This document outlines who is doing the work and the cost associated with the 
accommodation.

• This attachment is for the utility to identify if the they will be performing the 
adjustment/relocation with internal, external forces or will be joint bidding the project with 
TxDOT to meet TxDOT’s project schedule.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “D” Statement Covering Contract Work
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A.  TxDOT ROW-U-48 Form Identifying Block:
This is the form Identifying block. This form can be found on the ROW Division 
SharePoint site (Utilities / Utility Forms tab. This form is required to be the latest 
version found when assembling.

B.  ROW-U-48 Information Block:
This is the projects general project information. This can be found in 
TxDOTCONNECT. Once logged in the District UC can find the general project 
information by starting in the projects tab and filtering by multiple filters provided, 
examples are: CCSJ, ROW CSJ, ROW Project ID, Control Section, District/Division, 
County etc... once the UC finds the project in question the project information can 
be found in the project details tab. 

C.  Utility company name and duly authorized representative information.  
D.  Option A.: Utility selects this option when soliciting open bids. 
E.  Option B.: Utility selects this option when soliciting for bids through a list of 

pre-qualified contractors. (Must list a minimum of three).
F.  Option C.: Utility selects this option when using an existing continuing contract, in

which work is regularly performed for the owner.
G.  Option D.: Utility selects this option when they select to contract outside the

forgoing requirements (Only used under special circumstances).
o Must have justification on why the Utility cannot go out for bids or have an 

existing contract
H.  Option E.: Utility selects this option when work is to be done in the highway contract

(Joint Bid). When this option is selected form ROW-U-48-1 must be filled out and
included. 

o If there are costs associated that are not eligible for reimbursement, then an 
Advance Funding Agreement (AFA) and funds will be required at least 45 
days prior to let date. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)



December 12 – 14, 2023Utility Week 2023 – SUA Guide to Best Practices
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28

Attachment “E” 

Utility Joint Use Acknowledgement – (ROW-U-JUA) and /or Utility Installation Request 
(Form 1082 ) aka RULIS

TxDOT Utility Manual 

• Chapter 8 – Procedures for Utility Adjustments; 

• Chapter 9 – Forms and Agreements; Chapter12 – Unique Conditions and Special Cases.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “E” Utility Joint Use Agreement – (ROW-U-JUA) 
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C.  Name of Utility company as registered with the Secretary of State’s Office.

B.  ROW-U-JUA Information Block:
This is the projects general project information. This can be found in TxDOTCONNECT. 
Once logged in the District UC can find the general project information by starting in 
the projects tab and filtering by multiple filters provided, examples are: CCSJ, ROW CSJ, 
ROW Project ID, Control Section, District/Division, County etc... once the UC finds the 
project in question the project information can be found in the project details tab.  

A.  TxDOT ROW-U-JUA Form Identifying Block:
This is the form Identifying block. This form can be found on the ROW Division 
SharePoint site (Utilities / Utility Forms tab. This form is required to be the latest version 
found when assembling.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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F. TxDOT District Engineer Execution block:
This area is for the district engineer to execute the agreement. 

• Note: Agreement can also be executed by District Engineers designee in his absence.

E.  TxDOT TP&D Recommendation Signature block:

This area is for the TP&D of the respective District to recommend execution to the District 
Engineer.  

• Note: Agreement recommendation can also be signed by the Districts TP&D 
designee in his absence

D.  Utility Signature block:
This area is for the Utility to execute the agreement. Signature must be by person with 
signature authority for such documents (i.e. Company President, Vice President, or 
Elected official).

Note: Where the above-mentioned Signature Authority is not available, or company 
delegates signature authority TxDOT Form ROW-U-40 will need to be executed and 
added to the Standard Utility Agreement submittal.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “E” Utility Joint Use Agreement – (ROW-U-JUA) 

The area to be Joint Used should be identified on a plan 
sheet/s and be included with the Joint Use Agreement.

Example shows the Joint Use area Highlighted and Annotated properly.

Utility Joint Use Acknowledgement, Form ROW-U-JUAA

• Allows utility companies to retain their property rights 
inside TXDOT right of way
o Form to be filled out if a utility is:

 Not in conflict and choses to remain in place, 
inside their existing easement.

 In conflict with proposed construction and will be 
relocating/adjusting within their existing 
easement.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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ROW-U-35 Instructions Attachment “E” Utility Joint Use Agreement – (RULIS) - Permit 

Right of Way Utility and Leasing Information System (RULIS)
• Utility Owner submits permits through RULIS system.  
• The utility should obtain an approved permit before the start of construction inside of the 

highway right of way.
• Enter the Utility Permit number in Attachment “E” of the Standard Utility Agreement.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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 Information required to established and verify Eligibility:
Existing and proposed ROW
Existing and proposed utility facility
Easement location and boundaries supported by easement documentation.
This should be included in the plans provided in Attachment “A”.

 In developing the ratio, line length or number of poles is restricted to existing facilities 
located within the existing and proposed highway right of way. Existing facilities 
located outside the existing and proposed right of way limits will not be used in 
developing the ratio. However, the percentage established from the ratio will be 
applied to all applicable costs necessary for the adjustment.

General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Attachment “F” (Eligibility Ratio)

TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 8 – Procedures for Utility Adjustments.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Facility measurements labeled/highlighted with a table (place on each page) to represent the calculations 
for an eligibility ratio determination.
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General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the agreement. 

Attachment “G” (Betterment) 

TxDOT Utility Manual  Appendix “A” Reimbursement Guidelines and Billing Procedures for 
Utility Adjustments

A. Elective betterments: those constructed at the election of the utility and are not attributable 
to the transportation project, i.e., increased service capacity or service improvements; this type 
is always a non-reimbursable cost item. Credit will be required and must be indicated in the 
estimate for elective betterments.

 Items required to establish Elective Betterment:
o Comparative estimates: One estimate showing the In-kind replacement cost, and 

one estimate showing the betterment replacement cost. These estimates will be 
used to calculate the betterment percentage.

B. Forced betterments also known as non-elective betterments; those necessitated by 
transportation project construction, as shown below; this type is usually a reimbursable cost 
item. The following are reimbursable items and must be properly documented by the utility:

 Items required to support Forced Betterment:
o Non-stocked items that are uneconomical to purchase.
o Items to comply with governmental laws and ordinances.
o Appropriate regulatory commission codes.
o Published, current design practices regularly followed by the utility in its own 

work.
o Installment of replacements of equivalent standard, although not identical.
o Betterments for which there are direct benefits to, and /or are required for, the 

transportation project.

C. Not Applicable.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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This is an excellent way to show Betterment. 
Line measurements should be included.
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General Notes: 

• * Initial blocks at the bottom of each page must be initialed by both parties to the 
agreement. 

Note: The burden of proof regarding compensable interest lies with the utility company!

Attachment “H” – (Proof of Property Interest) - TxDOT Utility Manual Chapter 8, 
Procedures for Utility Adjustments, Section 2 Utility Property Ownership

1. Checking this box denotes that the utility has provided adequate proof of property 
interest. 

2. Checking this box denotes that the utility company cannot substantiate the 
compensable interest claim with adequate proof and will need to use affidavits to 
support the claim.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Compensation Considerations

What is an Easement?: 
• A utility easement is a specific right to a legally described parcel of land that has been, or can be, recorded in the 

Real Property Records of the county.

If the utility does not own the Easement in fee, they may not be eligible for compensation of replacement easement 
cost. The utility may still be eligible for the cost of adjustment or relocation.  

If questions arise regarding the status of rights claimed by a utility, that utility is responsible for documentation of 
these rights. TxDOT reviews property rights claimed by the utility to determine if a compensation consideration or a 
property right exists before making an agreement to adjust the utility’s facilities.

For a utility agreement assembly to be a candidate for approval, the utility’s compensation consideration must be 
clearly documented and supported by verifiable evidence, such as a recorded deed, easement, or lease. In situations 
where evidence of property interest is inadequate to support compensability, compensation consideration issues 
must be resolved before District approval of the utility agreement assembly.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In-Person: It is okay to have refreshments. Please just pick up your trash at the end of the day’s session.We plan to work for about an hour or so at a time and then take a 10-minute break.We ask that you silence your communication devices. If you need to take/make a phone call, please do so during the breaks or leave the training room. Actively participate and ask questions; however, we may not get to answer them all right away depending on the time. But we can place them on the parking lot items to address later on.Virtual: We can see when you leave the WebEx Training window. If you need to step away, please notify us via chat.When you are muted, instructor must un-mute you (cannot un-mute yourself)
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Utility Manual Chapter 9, Forms and 
Agreements, Section 3, Affidavits

If an affidavit (ROW-U-Affidavit (for Utility Owner), ROW-U-Affidavit (for Disinterested Party), 
or ROW-U-Affidavit (for Property Owner), as appropriate) is used to document the 
compensable interest, the utility, third party, or landowner, as appropriate, must describe the 
interests they claim and certify that they are presently in effect.

Presenter Notes
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Affidavit – ROW-U-Affidavit 

When using affidavits one for the Utility Owner is required in all instances.

Or

Select when the Landowner will be executing an affidavit for the utility.

Select when a Disinterested Party will be executing an affidavit for the 
utility.

And

Presenter Notes
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Questions
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