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In BROOKS COUNTY, the future controlled access mainlanes ofUS 281, from 0.9 miles south 
of Farm to Market Road 3066, north to the Brooks/Jim Wells county line, were designated as a toll 
project on the state highway system by Minute Order 110938, dated May 24, 2007 (US 281 toll 
project). 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the US 281 Expressway in Falfurrias, Brooks County, 
Texas, was completed in March 2007. The EA evaluated both a Build Alternative and a No-Build 
Alternative. The US 281 Expressway Build Alternative consisted of a controlled-access four-lane 
divided highway with two tolled mainlanes and two-lane, non-tolled, one-way frontage roads in each 
direction. The Build Alternative would extend from 0.9 miles south ofFM 3066, north to the 
Brooks/Jim Wells county line. 

FHWA issued a Finding ofNo Significant Impact (FONSI) on AprillO, 2007, thereby enabling 
the Build Alternative to advance to the next stages of project development. In accordance with the 
Transportation Code, §228.051, the Texas Transportation Commission (commission) ordered on 
May 24, 2007, that the controlled access mainlanes on US 281 from 0.9 miles south ofFM 3066, north 
to the Brooks/Jim Wells county line be designated as a toll project on the state highway system. Later 
in the process, design changes, including the extension of the US 281 Expressway Build Alternative 
into Jim Wells County, necessitated the preparation of a Supplemental EA. This resulted in FHWA 
concurrence on June 20, 2011, that the changes would have no significant impact and that the findings 
of the original EA were still valid. 

Subsequently, a study was prepared in October 2011 which concluded that the costs to install 
and maintain the electronic toll collection system on the US 281 toll project would be more than the 
annual toll revenue that was forecasted to be generated. Additionally, other funding has been identified 
to complete and maintain the project. Therefore, installation of the electronic toll collection system will 
not advance, and US 281 from 0.9 miles south ofFM 3066, north to the Brooks/Jim Wells county line, 
will function as a non-tolled expressway on the state highway system. The project is scheduled to be 
open to traffic during the summer of2012. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the commission that the toll project designation is removed 
from the mainlanes ofUS 281 from 0.9 miles south ofFM 3066 to the Brooks/Jim Wells county line. 
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