
HOUSTON AREA PROJECTS 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

WHITE PAPER 
 
 

DESCRIPTION: 
 

Update on the status of major project development in Harris County including a potential 
Memorandum of Understanding with the county regarding the projects.    
 

• US 290:  Limits from IH 610 to SH 99 – reconstruction includes building a two 
to three lane reversible managed lane facility to accommodate both High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) and toll traffic and adding one general purpose lane 
in each direction. 

 
• SH 288:  Limits from US 59 to the Brazoria County line – construct a two lane 

reversible toll facility.  Development of additional projects along FM 521 
(Almeda), FM 865 (Cullen), and MacGregor/SH 288 direct connection that will 
provide safe and efficient access to the Medical Center area.  Development of 
four tolled direct connector bridges to link the SH 288 toll facility with the BW 8 
facility.    

 
• Hempstead Road from East of Washington Avenue to West of BW 8 – 

rehabilitate to provide for a safe and efficient detour while the US 290 facility is 
under construction. 

 
• SH 99 Grand Parkway:  Limits include all tolled segments being constructed by 

the state.  Installation and operation of toll collection equipment. 
 

ISSUES: 
 
The US 290, Hempstead Road, and SH 288 Projects will be a collaborative effort 
between Harris County and TxDOT.  Proposed highway improvements include both 
tolled and non-tolled lanes.  A potential Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) may be 
drafted to define each party’s responsibilities and obligations in connection with the 
development, financing, construction, operation, and maintenance of the projects.  
Discussion will cover the concepts addressed in the MOU. 
 

REFERENCES: 
  

Senate Bill 1420, 82nd Legislature, provided TxDOT with authority to enter into CDAs 
for seven specific projects.  Two of these projects include Houston Area Projects, US 290 
and SH 288.  In order for highway improvements to begin, TxDOT and Harris County 
must come to an agreement regarding scope and each party’s responsibilities and 
obligations for the projects.  

 
DESIRED RESULTS: 
  

Utilize all available tools and move forward with the proposed highway improvements to 
the Houston area projects, as well as continue to work collaboratively with local area 
governments to achieve similar interests and goals.  
 



 
FURTHER ACTIONS 
 

Develop project agreements with Harris County defining in detail each party’s 
responsibilities for developing, financing, constructing, operating, and maintaining the 
US 290, Hempstead Road, and SH 288 projects.   

 
OTHER: 
 

No other items are applicable 
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