
ALL Counties 

ALL Districts 

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

MINUTE ORDER 

In compliance with Title 23 U.S.C. § 135, as implemented by 23 C.P.R. Part 450, and 
Transportation Code § 201.601, the Texas Department of Transportation (department) developed a 
statewide long-range transportation plan (SLRTP) covering a period of24 years that provides for the 
development and implementation of a transportation system and contains all modes of transportation, 
including: (1) the systems and facilities for highways and turnpikes, aviation, public transportation, 
railroads and high-speed railroads, waterways, pedestrian walkways, and bicycle transportation 
facilities; and (2) the transportation users of each type of transportation facility. The SLRTP was 
adopted by the Texas Transportation Commission on November 18, 2010, by Minute Order 112495. 

Metropolitan planning organizations are required to develop long-range transportation plans 
for urbanized areas that identify and prioritize future transportation projects within funding 
constraints; however, no equivalent rural long-range plan exists. While the SLRTP included an 
overall assessment of rural transportation needs and a prioritization of Texas Highway Trunk System 
corridors, added-capacity highway projects were not identified or ranked. 

The department has developed the Texas Rural Transportation Plan 2035 (TRTP) as a rural 
component of the SLRTP. The TRTP has been developed in cooperation with a representative rural 
stakeholder group comprised of county judges, mayors, public works directors, regional planning 
organizations, chambers of commerce officials, economic development officials and individuals with 
an interest in transportation. The TRTP includes an assessment of needs for non-highway modes in 
rural areas and an analysis of unfunded added-capacity highway projects. 

The TRTP has been presented for public comment by means of various stakeholder meetings 
held throughout the process to solicit input and one round of public meetings conducted in each 
department district throughout the state. A public hearing on the TRTP was held in Austin on 
May 21, 2012, and written comments were accepted through June 4, 2012. A summary of the 
comments is included in the TRTP. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the TRTP, which is attached as Exhibit A to this order, 
is hereby adopted as a rural component of the SLRTP. 
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Executive Summary  ES-1 

Executive Summary 

What is the Texas Rural Transportation Plan? 

The Texas Rural Transportation Plan (TRTP) is the rural component of the Statewide 
Long Range Transportation Plan (SLRTP) 2035.1 As part of the SLRTP, the TRTP is a 
blueprint for the planning process in the rural areas that will guide the collaborative 
efforts between the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), local and regional 
decision-makers, and all transportation stakeholders to reach a consensus on needed 
transportation projects and services through 2035. It is a standalone document, fully 
consistent with the SLRTP. 

The TRTP is a multi-modal transportation plan that includes the following modes: 

 Highways;  
 Non-Automobile/Non-highway modes;  

o Bicycles and Pedestrians; 
o General Aviation; 
o Inland Waterways; 
o Rail (freight and passenger); and 
o Public Transportation. 

Why was the TRTP Developed? 

Unlike urbanized areas where Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are 
required by law to develop Metropolitan Transportation Plans (MTPs) that identify and 
prioritize future transportation projects within funding constraints, there is no equivalent 
requirement for rural areas. While the SLRTP included an overall assessment of rural 
transportation needs and a prioritization of Trunk System corridors (Chapter 5 of the 
SLRTP 2035), added capacity highway specific projects were not identified or ranked.  

Rural transportation needs tend to be different than the transportation needs 
encountered in urbanized areas. As such, for the TRTP, “rural” is defined as any area 
outside of MPO boundaries. While the SLRTP identified capacity needs for many rural 
highways, capacity is usually not the primary issue as compared with urban areas. 
However, the impact of traffic growth in rural areas can create safety concerns. 
Stakeholders have overwhelmingly indicated that safe passing on rural highways is one 
of their top concerns, particularly given the intermittent high volume of truck traffic.  

                                                 
1 See TxDOT website: https://www.txdot.gov/public_involvement/transportation_plan/report.htm  
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