
TEXAS TRANSPORTAnON COMMISSION 

ALL Counties MINUTE ORDER Page 1 of 1 

ALL Districts 

The Texas Transportation Commission (commission) finds it necessary to propose 
amendments to §25.1, relating to Uniform Traffic Control Devices, to be codified under Title 43, 
Texas Administrative Code, Part 1. 

The preamble and the proposed amendments, attached to this minute order as Exhibits A and 
B, are incorporated by reference as though set forth verbatim in this minute order, except that they are 
subject to technical corrections and revisions, approved by the General Counsel, necessary for 
compliance with state or federal law or for acceptance by the Secretary of State for filing and 
publication in the Texas Register. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the commission that the amendments to §25.1 are 
proposed for adoption and are authorized for publication in the Texas Register for the purpose of 
receiving public comments. 

The executive director is directed to take the necessary steps to implement the actions as 
ordered in this minute order, pursuant to the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
Government Code, Chapter 2001. 

SUR.mitte.. d and reviewed by,> 

~~,re 
Director, Traf perations Division 

Execu112721 JUN 30 
Minute Date
 

Number Passed
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Proposed Preamble 

The Texas Department of Transportation (department) proposes 

amendments to §25.1, concerning Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

Under Transportation Code, §544.001, the Texas Transportation 

Commission (commission) is required to adopt a manual for a 

uniform system of traffic control devices.  The statute further 

states that the manual must be consistent with the state traffic 

laws and to the extent possible conform to the system approved 

by the American Association of State Highway Transportation 

Officials.  The edition of the manual that is currently 

effective is the 2006 Revision 1 version. 

 

The Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) is 

revised periodically to maintain substantial conformance with 

the National MUTCD to allow use of a single manual for local, 

state, and Federal-aid highway projects.  The National MUTCD 

defines the standards used by road managers nationwide to 

install and maintain traffic control devices on all streets and 

highways open to public travel.  The National MUTCD is published 

by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) under Title 23, 

Code of Federal Regulations, Part 655, Subpart F. 

 

Amendments to §25.1 adopt the 2011 Texas MUTCD by reference.  
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The FHWA completed amendments to the National MUTCD in 2009 and 

Texas is required to incorporate these changes into the state 

manual by January 15, 2012.  The department is attempting to 

work with FHWA to allow some variations from the federal manual.  

Due to the implementation deadline, the department determined 

that it would be best for the purposes of these rules to post 

the manual with the language recommended for the variations, 

even though the variations have not yet been approved by FHWA.  

This will provide interested individuals the opportunity to 

comment on the department's recommended language as compared to 

the language in the federal MUTCD. 

 

The 2011 version of the Texas MUTCD is available online at the 

department's website, www.txdot.gov.  The federal MUTCD is 

available online at 

14 

www.fhwa.dot.gov.  The pending issues are 

included in Section 2C.06 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs, 

Section 2C.07 Horizontal Alignment Signs, Section 2C.63 Object 

Marker Design and Placement Height, Section 2D.43 Street Name 

Signs, and Section 2E.37 Exit Gore Signs and also include 

references to overhead down arrows for option lane exits in 

Chapter 2E, Guide Signs-Freeways and Expressways.  If FHWA does 

not approve the language for one or more of the pending issues, 

the department will modify the language in the 2011 version 

related to those issues to reflect that of the federal manual.  

The department will update the department's website regarding 
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resolution of these pending issues with FHWA. 

 

Amendments to §25.1 also remove the existing language in 

subsection (a) concerning public inspection of a copy of the 

TMUTCD at the Secretary of State's Office.  As part of the rule 

process, the department will file a copy of the manual with the 

Secretary of State and the public can access it at the Secretary 

of State's Office; additionally, the department will also 

provide access to the manual for inspection.  The Texas MUTCD 

will be available for review on the department's web site and at 

the department's Traffic Operations Division office at 150 East 

Riverside Drive in Austin, Texas. 

 

FISCAL NOTE 

James Bass, Chief Financial Officer, has determined that for 

each of the first five years the amendments as proposed are in 

effect, there will be no fiscal implications for state or local 

governments as a result of enforcing or administering the 

amendments. 

 

Carol Rawson, P.E., Director, Traffic Operations Division, has 

certified that there will be no significant impact on local 

economies or overall employment as a result of enforcing or 

administering the amendments. 
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PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST 

Ms. Rawson has also determined that for each year of the first 

five years in which the sections are in effect, the public 

benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering 

the amendments will be a more uniform use of traffic control 

devices and increased highway safety.  There are no anticipated 

economic costs for persons required to comply with the sections 

as proposed.  There will be no adverse economic effect on small 

businesses. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, Government Code, 

Chapter 2001, the Texas Department of Transportation will 

conduct a public hearing to receive comments concerning the 

proposed rules.  The public hearing will be held at 9:30 a.m. on 

August 29, 2011, in the Ric Williamson Hearing Room, First 

Floor, Dewitt C. Greer State Highway Building, 125 East 11th 

Street, Austin, Texas and will be conducted in accordance with 

the procedures specified in 43 TAC §1.5.  Those desiring to make 

comments or presentations may register starting at 9:00 a.m.  

Any interested persons may appear and offer comments, either 

orally or in writing; however, questioning of those making 

presentations will be reserved exclusively to the presiding 

officer as may be necessary to ensure a complete record.  While 

any person with pertinent comments will be granted an 
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opportunity to present them during the course of the hearing, 

the presiding officer reserves the right to restrict testimony 

in terms of time and repetitive content.  Organizations, 

associations, or groups are encouraged to present their commonly 

held views and identical or similar comments through a 

representative member when possible.  Comments on the proposed 

text should include appropriate citations to sections, 

subsections, paragraphs, etc. for proper reference.  Any 

suggestions or requests for alternative language or other 

revisions to the proposed text should be submitted in written 

form.  Presentations must remain pertinent to the issues being 

discussed.  A person may not assign a portion of his or her time 

to another speaker.  Persons with disabilities who plan to 

attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services 

such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, large print or Braille, are requested to 

contact Government and Public Affairs Division, 125 East 11th 

Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483, (512) 305-9137 at least two 

working days prior to the hearing so that appropriate services 

can be provided. 

 

SUBMITTAL OF COMMENTS 

Written comments on the proposed amendments to §25.1 may be 

submitted to Carol Rawson, P.E., Director, Traffic Operations 

Division, Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th 
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Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483.  The deadline for receipt of 

comments is 5:00 p.m. on September 14, 2011. 

 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The amendments are proposed under Transportation Code, §201.101, 

which provides the commission with the authority to establish 

rules for the conduct of the work of the department, and more 

specifically, Transportation Code, §544.001, which requires the 

commission to adopt a manual of uniform traffic control devices. 

 

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE 

Transportation Code, Chapter 544. 
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SUBCHAPTER A.  GENERAL 

§25.1.  Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 (a) The 2011 [2006] Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices, [Revision 1

3 

, which is filed with this section and 4 

5 hereby incorporated by reference,] was prepared by the Texas 

Department of Transportation [as required by law] to govern 

standards and specifications for all [such

6 

] traffic control 

devices to be erected and maintained upon any street, highway, 

bikeway, public facility, or private property open to public 

travel within this state, including those under local 

jurisdiction, and is adopted by reference

7 
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10 

.  Copies of the manual 

are available online through the Texas Department of 

Transportation web site, www.txdot.gov, and a copy is available 

11 

12 

13 

14 for public inspection at the department's Traffic Operations 

15 Division office located at 150 East Riverside Drive, Austin, 

16 Texas [are on file for public inspection with the Office of the 

17 Secretary of State, Texas Register Division, James Earl Rudder 

18 State Office Building, 1019 Brazos St., Room 245, Austin, Texas 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

78701]. 

 (b) This manual will be periodically updated.  In the 

intervals between updates, standards contained in "Official 

Rulings on Requests for Interpretations, Changes, and 

Experimentation" to the United States Department of 

NOTE: Additions underlined  Exhibit B 
Deletions in [   ] 
OGC:  06/21/11 1:04 PM 
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Transportation's Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for 

Streets and Highways will be inserted in this manual and may be 

used as interim standards. 

 (c) This manual is not intended to preclude the use of 

sound engineering judgment and experience in the application and 

installation of devices and particularly in those cases not 

specifically covered which must not conflict with the manual or 

other applicable state laws. 




