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The Texas Departlnent of Transportation (departnlent) and Fort Bend County (county) have 
been proceeding with the extension of the Westpark Tollway facility in the county, including frontage 
roads, froln the Grand Parkway (SH 99) to FM 1463 (Westpark Toll Road Phase II or project), for a 
total length of approximately 4.2 Iniles. 

The project is consistent with the Statewide Transportation Plan (Plan) and the Metropolitan 
Transpol1ation Plan of the Houston-Galveston Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (HGAC). 
The frontage roads portion of the project will be included in the HGAC Transportation ltnprovement 
Progranl in 2013, and is listed in the FY 2011-2014 Statewide Transpol1ation Inlproven1ent Progranl 
(STIP). HGAC is currently revising the confonnity nlodel to Inove the tolled lnainlanes portion of 
the project forward to a construction year between 2015 and 2018. 

The tolled mainlines will consist of four lanes extending for a total length of3.0 Iniles and 
will include grade separations over Katy-Gaston Road and FM 723/Spring Green Drive. The 
Inainlanes will transition to the frontage roads which will continue west to FM 1463. The project also 
includes a direct connector fron1 the eastbound Westpark Tollway n1ainlanes to the northbound 
n1ainlanes of SH 99. 

Transportation Code, §284.008 authorizes the Texas Transportation Comlnission 
(coITIlnission) to provide for and contribute toward the acquisition, construction, ilTIprOVement, 
operation, n1aintenance, or pooling of a project under that chapter and under ternlS agreed to by the 
con1nlission and the county. Transportation Code, §222.1 03 authorizes the departlnent to participate 
by spending Inoney fronl any available source in the acquisition~ construction, n1aintenance, or 
operation of a toll facility of a p~blic or private entity on tern1S and conditions established by the 
cOlnnlission. 

Pursuant to Transportation Code, §222.1 03, the cOlnlnission adopted Title 43, Texas 
Adlninistrative Code, §§27.50-27.58 (toll equity rules) to prescribe conditions for the cOlnlTIission's 
financing of a toll facility of a public or private entity. 

In accordance with Section 27.53 of the toll equity rules, the county has subtnitted a request 
for financial assistance in the alnount of $4 n1illion a year for 10 years to pay for the development and 
construction of the Westpark Toll Road Phase II. The financial assistance was requested to be in the 
fornl of a grant. 

As required by Section 27.53, on April 4, 2011, the county, acting through its COlnnlissioners 
Court, certified that it has adopted and is enforcing an internal ethics and conlpliance progralTI that 
satisfies the requirenlents set forth in 43 TAC §1.8. 

Section 27.53(d) authorizes the executive director of the departlnent to waive sublTIission of 
individual itelTIS ofinfonTIation or data required by Section 27.53(c) if: (1) the infornlation or data 
required by this section is not relevant to the project or the financial assistance requested; (2) the 
departlTIent already possesses infornlation or data in a fonnat that Inay be substituted for the required 
infonl1ation or data; or (3) the past perfonnance of the requestor on previous projects developed in 
collaboration with the departnlent indicates that the requestor will adequately and prudently address 
the issues and inlpacts described in the requested infonnation or data. 
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Infonnation and data required by Section 27.53(b) is either contained in the request for 
financing or is already in the departnlent's possession. Supplenlental infonnation and data required 
by Section 27.53(c) is contained in the request for financial assistance., is already in the departInent's 
possession, or is waived under Section 27.53(d). 

'The county has conl1nitted that the project will conlply with all applicable environnlental 
laws., and has cOlnlnitted that all environlnental penuits, issues, and c0111mittnents will be 
ilnplelnented. 

The conlpletion of the project will benefit the state and the traveling public and inlprove the 
efficiency of the state's transportation systenl by inlproving safety, Inobility, traffic operations, and 
travel tilnes., and by reducing traffic delays along a congested and developing FM 1093 corridor. 

The financial assistance wi II inlprove the efficiency of the state transportation systelTI by 
providing added capacity to the FM 1093 corridor., and by potentially expanding the availability of 
funding for transportation projects or reducing direct state costs. Without the financial assistance, the 
tinleline to cOlnplete the project and realize the benefits described above could be delayed 
indefinitely. 

NOW., THEREFORE., IT IS DETERMINED that the request for financial assistance 
subnlitted by Fort Bend County nleets the applicable requirelnents of 43 T'AC §27.53 and §27.54(a) 
and., in accordance with those provisions., the comlnission grants prelilninary approval in the alnount 
of $4 Inillion per year for 10 years to be used for the purposes described herein with a'requirelnent 
that the county then deliver an adjacent project with a value which exceeds $40 Inillion as soon as the 
necessary environnlental approvals for the adjacent project are received and directs the executive 
director to ilnplelnent the actions authorized and required by those and other applicable toll equity 
ru Ie provisions. 
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