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The Texas Department of Transportation (department) and the North Texas Tollway 
Authority (NITA) have been proceeding with the development of the SH 121 toll project from the 
Fort Worth Central Business District at 1-30 to US 67 in Johnson County (Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project). 

A portion of the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project is located within the boundaries 
of the NITA, and the southern section of the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project is subject to 
the market valuation provisions set forth in Transportation Code, §228.0111. The NITA is 
authorized to construct, operate, maintain, expand, or extend the portion of the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project extending into Johnson County as it would be a continuation of the 
NITA's turnpike project extending from an adjacent county that is part of the NITA. 

The department, the NITA, and the Regional Transportation Council (RTC) of the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), the metropolitan planning organization 
designated for the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area, have been working closely together to 
identify an approach to provide for the funding and development of the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm 
Trail Project and other transportation improvements within the boundaries of the NITA. 

Transportation Code, §§228.002-228.003 authorize the department to enter into an agreement 
with a regional tollway authority, including the NITA, that permits the regional tollway authority to 
design, develop, finance, construct, maintain, repair, or operate a toll project on the state highway 
system. 

In Minute Order 111557, dated October 30, 2008, the Texas Transportation Commission 
(commission) approved a term sheet for providing financial assistance to the NITA for the SH 161 
Project, for the NITA delivery of the SH 161 Project, and for the disposition of the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project (Term Sheet) by which the department and the NITA outlined a 
transaction to, among other things, strengthen the ability of the NITA to undertake additional 
projects if the NITA elects to undertake the SH 161 Project. 

The Term Sheet also provides for the NITA's development of the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project as a single project, subject to the NITA establishing its feasibility 
and to potential phasing ofdevelopment. To support the delivery of the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project, the department and the NITA would waive the requirement to 
develop a market valuation for the southern section of the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail 
Project, and will cooperatively develop and evaluate strategies to support and accelerate the financial 
feasibility of the combined project. 

Subsequent to the adoption of Minute Order 111557, the commission directed department 
staff to work cooperatively with the NITA and NCTCOG staffs to develop possible alternatives for 
developing and implementing both the SH 161 Project and the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail 
Project. The commission and the department support the development of both projects by the NITA 
through the use of appropriate funding mechanisms. 

In Minute Order 112114, dated January 28,2010, the commission authorized the executive 
director of the department to proceed with negotiations with the NITA and the RTC for (1) the 
development and implementation by the NITA of the SH 161 Project and the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project in a manner that minimizes the risk to the State Highway Fund and 
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(2) financial assistance to the NTTA for the SH 161 Project and the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm 
Trail Project, subject to the NITA's compliance with all of the prerequisites for developing those 
projects and obtaining such financial assistance, including the submittal of one or more requests for 
financing to the department and required commission approvals. 

Minute Order 112114 further provides that, subject to satisfactory completion of negotiations 
and other prerequisites, the department is authorized and directed to present, for the commission's 
consideration, minute orders providing for the NITA's development and implementation of the SH 
161 Project and the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project, and for providing financial assistance 
to the NITA for those projects consistent with the provisions of that order. 

Transportation Code, §201.113(a) authorizes the commission to enter into an agreement with 
a regional tollway authority under which the regional tollway authority makes improvements to the 
state highway system. The commission's rules at Title 43, Texas Administrative Code, §27.44 
prescribe requirements for commission approval of a regional tollway authority's request to make 
improvements to the state highway system. 

Pursuant to 43 TAC §27.44, the NITA has submitted a request to the executive director to 
make improvements to the state highway system in connection with the delivery of the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project. The particular improvements and the affected portions of the state 
highway system will be specified in the project agreement for the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail 
Project. The NITA has committed to comply with applicable federal, state, and department 
requirements in making such improvements. 

The commission finds that the NITA is fully capable of awarding and managing the 
construction contract for the improvement of the state highway system in a cost effective and timely 
manner, consistent with applicable federal and state laws and regulations, and fmds that the NITA's 
improvement of the state highway system will provide for the expeditious completion of a critically 
needed project within the SH 121 corridor that will relieve traffic congestion on the existing state 
highway system and improve mobility in Johnson and Tarrant Counties. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the commission that pursuant to Transportation Code, 
§201.l13 and 43 TAC §27.44, the NITA is authorized to construct improvements to the state 
highway system required as part of the Southwest Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project, and the executive 
director is authorized to enter into a project agreement with the NITA for the Southwest 
Parkway/Chisholm Trail Project. 
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sistant Executive Director for 
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